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Admmlstratwn Shelves Plan

To Gwe Guam More Autono

By Peter Baker- .-
. Washington Post Stalf Writer

"} The White House said yesterday
. that an administration proposal to
grant the territory of Guam broad .-

pew autonomy was shelved following

Vigorous internal opposition, disput- -
Ing reports that campaign money

from the.island .apparently had
swayed government policy.

s Officials said the plan to allow the
|sland more authority over immigra-
fion, taxes, trade, labor laws'and fed-

- ¢éral land was deemed unacceptable
- during internal discussions and not
- éndorsed by President Clinton. In-
. stead, officials have been assigned to
" tework it and develop a more limit-

édy and therefore more politically

» salable, plan to present to the presi-
. dent :
i The proposal came under scrutiny

because it was advanced after the is-
Bnd’s Democratic governor, Carl T.
Gutierrez, helped steer $642,000 in

_ éontributions to Clinton's reelection

¢ampaign and the Democratic Na-
tional Committee following a visit to
{he island by first lady H.dlary Rod-
ham Clinton.

: Judged against its populatlon of
140 Ouv, the donations made the ti-
By Westem Pacific jurisdiction the
biggest Democratic Party donor of
gny U.S. territory. Gutierrez ap-
peared to boast in public speeches
3nd interviews about the access the
generosity had bought him.

“Only when we showed Washing-
ton that there were people who
could write a $1.000 check. a

)’

-$5 000 check a $25 000 check did

people begin to sit-up and take no-

nce. he said in one interview. -
But administration officials said the

" proposal by Deputy Interior Secre-

tary John Garamendi essentially was
tumed down even before a report in
The Washington Post last month
about the intersection of campaign
cash and potential policy shifts.

“Campaign contributions have no
role whatsoever in determining our
decision on these complicated issues,”
said White House special counsel Lan-
ny J. Davis.

In late January, officials from
across the administration called the
plan problematic; criticism came from
the Justice, State, Defense and Trea-
sury departments. Among other
things, officials worried that such a
change in Guam’s status would set an
unwelcome precedent in dealing with

- Puerto Rico.

Clinton seemed to embrace such
concerns in a Jan. 21 letter respond-
ing to criticism by Rep. Don Young
(R-Alaska), chairman of the House
Resources Committee. “1 share many
of the positians you expressed,” Clin-
ton wrote. - .

Although they public’:" praised Gar-
amendi, White House officials said he
himself was the only major figure lob-
bying for his extensive plan,

But the issue is not resolved. Clin-
ton met with Gutierrez at the White
House in December and promised to
consider his requests seriously. A
task force began meeting last month
to develop “supportable” alternatives
to Garamendi's plan.




