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SENATE { Rreporr
No. 1779

NG- FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF A CONSTITU-
OVERNMENT BY' THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO

mbNﬁf}, from the Committee on Interior and Insular
-Affairs, submitted - the following

REPORT

.. tTo éccompa.ny S. 3336)

e Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was
: >..3336) providing for the organization of & constitu-
by..the people of Puerto Rico, report favorably

W, § amendment and with the recommendation
ed, do pass. - :
ection 1 and insert the following:

ctishall: be submitted to the qualified voters of Puerto Rico for
tion throiigh an island-wide referendum 1o be held in ~ccord-
f P_qgr,t,o Rico. Upon the approval of this Act, by a majority
g in’ such referendum, the Legislature of Puerto Rico is
; stitutional Convention to draft s constitution for the said
Ricor: . The said constitution shall provide a republican form of
shall include. s bill of rights. . N
adoption of the constitution by the people of Puerto Rico, the
e United States is authorized to transmit such constitution o the
i if he finds that such consfitution conforms with
Visions.of this'Aet and of the Constitution of the United States.
‘the eonstitution shall become effective in accord-

' provided in section 5 of this Act, the Act enmtitled “An Act
-“goverdment for Puerto Rico, and for other purposes”, approved
amended, is hereby continued in forde and effect and ‘may here-
Sy 0 Rican Federal Relations Act”,

constitution of Puerto Rico becomes effective, the

lich time as the
1013 of, g gh:Acp.__of March 2, 1917, as amended, shall be deemed

iexéept-he paragraph added thereto by Public Law 362, Eightieth
938100, approved August 5, 1947. .

_ 4, 15, 16, 17, 18, 18a, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
-39, 40, 49, 49b, 50,51, 52, 53, 56, and 57.
ction 37, - ’ -




WOras L1110 1I1UGLDURUG \JWLLLILAUL UV JAWVY  SURAMA WAatars 15 & Was Vast 11 we e seme—eoo oo o - sy
in Puerto Rieo’’. : :
Sme. 6. All laws or parts of laws ineonsistent with this Act are hereby repealeds

t Rico wmmwﬁwm%.mm@&&m, D
. Puerto Rico is an area of the United States i

lar'interest in Latin-America, * * * ] think w%@%@%%m%% pﬁwﬁq@
program throughout Latin-America if we give this added Hmoombwaoz. wm

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 3 . N . "
overnment to Puerto Rico.

This bill authorizes the people of Puerto Rico to organize their ow
government by holding a constitutional convention and adopting:
constitution to be submitted to the Congress for approval. T
measure is in the nature of a compact, with specific provision mad
for an island-wide referendum in which the Puerto Ricans will
free to express their will for acceptance or rejection of the proposal

At present, the government of the island is provided by the O
ganic Act of Puerto Rico, enacted March 2, 1917 (39 Stat. 9&
This. act, as amended, is an enlightened, progressive, and effici
charter, insuring to the island’s people civil liberties and almost co
“plete local political and economic autonomy. Yet it is an act of
Congress of the United States, in the énactment of which the peo
_of Puerto Rico had no part. As such, it is not a creation of, nor
expression of, the will of the people of Puerto Rico.

This measure is designed to complete the full measure of loca
government in the island by enabling the 2% million American citiz
there to express their will-and to create their own territorial gov
ment. The traditional safeguards are set up in the bill: Sectio
provides that the constitution to be adopted “shall provide a re

. Tican form of government and shall include & bill of rights.”
the President and the Congress are to be the judges of whethe;
people’s rights are fully protected. :

Thus, in the only Latin-American area under the America
which is & focal point of inter-American relations, the present m
would give further concrete expression to our fundamental prin
of government of, by, and for the people. Itis a logical step
process of political freedom -and economic development that
begun even in the days-of our military occupation of theisland
end of the last century. S , R

The most recent development in this progression up to the
legislation was the elective-Governor bill' (61 Stat. 770).
amendment to the Organic Act, Congress provided for the electi
the Governor of Puerto Rico by popular vote every 4 years, an
powered him to appoint all of his executive department heads
the advice and consent of the Senate of Puerto Rico.

Personal inspections by members of the committee and rep.
other government officials and private experts all show that thi
to elect their own chief executive of the island has had a.most d
effect on the people of Puerto-Rico, and that the Governor
Honorable Luis Mufioz-Marin, has the support of the great maj
of the people in his far-reaching program for industrializatio
economic development, : o

As expressed by the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-Amern
Affairs, Edward G. Miller, in his testimony endorsing S. 333
behalf of the Department of State: .

T have also visited Puerto Rico twice this year in connection with my pro;
visits to all the countries in Latin-Amecica. I have seen what is being dg
Puerto Rico, in the way of economic and political progress, and I think th

INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS

rto Rico was formally ceded to the United States by t
e - . . - ﬂr y g '
.Hm‘érpow terminated ﬁ.pm Spanish-American War. %Hrm MM%WM.M
graph of article IX of this treaty, which was ratified by Qobm%omm
T ﬁww%h Hmwwm@o mrm.pa. Hqﬂm&m wHoMEmm that the Congress should
“the civil rights and political stat ive i i
ing - the civil righ .w status of the native inhabi-
ecently, the United States undertook new treaty oblicati
ar W%mw Huwo?o .H%oo. wﬂ%pmudb;mm Nations ngemw %%m%wm
. denate on June 26, 1945; 59 . i i
of chee O Stat. 1081) provides in

s.of the United Nations éE.ow have or assume responsibiliti

fion of Sﬁzoawm. whose mmo.t_m have not yet m.ﬁm.mﬂmﬂmppv mew mHMMMmWWM
) mg_ Tecognize the principle that the interests of the inhabitants

oﬁwm WMW %m%m.ﬂpoc%# *mbmwrpeomg as a sacred trust the obligation to

S st e well-being of the inhabitants of these

p self-government, to take due account of the political irati

ple nd. to assist them in the pro, i 3 ot hations

stitutions * * * (59 Stat. QMW.MMMMM%W development of their free

ory.of the relationship between Puerto Rico an i
oquent witness to the fact that we have Emh%ww%%m%
ement and developed self-government in the island
of which every American should be proud. It is not
4 measure such as 3. 3336isneeded to fulfill our obliga-
0--Rico under the United Nations Charter. Those
already have been fulfilled to an- extent that is almost
lel... The provision is quoted as showing that a constitu-
?“« mwmwp &w gmwﬁwsmgmﬁ. the Huﬂmgo Ricans would be a
velopment of the policy to which - i
w% United N wamwm %w@wwmu. wo have committed
ablé report on S. 3336 from the Department .
I-at the end of this report, points oz%aﬁm fact. of State,

@

HOZm WITH FEDERAL QO,QHNZKEUZH UNCHANGED

ould not change Puerto Rico’s fundamental politi
v . » OH ﬁ
onomic relationship to the United States. H_uo%@mmwmm%m
: Act of Puerto Rico concerning such matters as the
{ United. States laws, customs, Internal revenue, Fed-
urisdiction in Puerto Rico, representation in the Congress
States by a Resident Commissioner, et cetera, would
#..mmwm. effect. dwmb mbﬂmaﬁmﬁ of S. 3336, these remain-
_the organic act would be referred .
wﬂméoum ol to as the Puerto -
s, of the organic act which section 5 of this bill would
N . . - %o&m :
oncerned primarily with the organization of the insular/



