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| Let me begin by thankihg Chairwoman Christensen and Chairman Clay for calling this
oversight hearing. The issue to be ékamined at today’s hearing may seem like a mere
- housekeeping problem. It is not. The disparate treatment afforded the U.S. territories in
the colleéti(m and reporting of census data and the consequent unévailability of current
and relible information on.the territories is not an abstract or t“echni'call‘ié,sue. Rather, it
is an issue with méaningﬁ.ll -coﬁseduences for the residenfs of these ér'eas. We need to
d‘eter’miﬁe whether our census practices have—as I_éﬁd many others suspef:t—made it |
mote difficult for Americans living in the tetritories to participate fully-in the ‘equal
opportunity society our nation hésalwéys strived to achieve. The primary question that
Congfess needs to ask—and obtain a clear answer to—is whethet social, political and
economic growth in the territories is impeded because the territories are treated
gii.fferently'in the colilect-i'on and reporting of census data and, as a reéult, are treated
differently by the various government agencies that rely on this information to provide

services intended to benefit all Americans.-
/ ;

I do not want to pre-judge the testimony of the experts on the panel. But I am confident

that today’s hearing will confirm that the disparate treatment of U.S. territories. has an



adverse impact on the ability of federal and local go.verm;lent agencies to provide
services in the territories, as well as on private sector-led de\-/elopment in the territories.
Common sense and expetience suggest that this information deficit has had—and will
" continue to have—a negative effect on the provision.of educaﬁon and_ health care, capital

inve'stment from the states and overseas, the vitality of the local economy, employment
“and 'iﬁcome levels, and the -overall standard of living and quality of 1life of territorial

residenfs. If this is the caée, Congress must be prepared to act in order to redress this

disparity.

As Mr. Cimadevil-la and the other panelists will explain, the sit.ﬁatibn facing Puerto Rico
 is not the same as the situation facing the other tertitories. For instahcé; Puerto Rico has
been included in tﬁe American Community Survey sinice 2005—a clear, albeit belated,
step in the right direction. .Nc'metheless, in various .ways Pyerto Rico remains at & distinet -
disadvantage conipared with ‘the states with réspéct. to the collection énd rep‘b‘rt'ing of

demographic, social and economic data,

| would be r'emiss'if the record did not reflect 1ﬁy belief that, no matfer what measures
Congress adOpfs: to address the particular problem &iscusse‘d at this heaﬁng, Puerto Rico
will remain at a perpetual disédvantage unle'sé and until it normalizes 1ts pélitical status.
For the smaller territories, there" may be nartowly-tailored solutions to the problem we
examine today. | Not so with Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico’s four million U.S. citizens live
under the U.S. flag, under U.S, sovereignty, and under U.S. federal law. The dispérate

treatment by the Census Bureau—and therefore by these in the public and private sector



that utilize its data—is an inevitable byproduct of 2. much larger problem: the

longstanding denial of equal civil and political .rights to the residents of Puerto Rico,

Puerto Ricd’\s unresolved politi‘clal' s_ta”tus.is primarily a result of Cong‘re‘ss"s failure to ~
fulfill its responsibility to sponsor ;i fair and -o.rdeﬂy self—déterinination ljrocess on the
Island, gne in" which the people of Puerto Rico .ai;é able to expfess .their preference
 between pertanent, cons‘titutionally-vablid status. 6ptions. The only genuine solution fo

both the discrete problem we examine today and to the broader problem of Puerto Rico’s

‘political status is fot the people of Puerto Rico to choose, in a Congressionally-approved
process, statehood or independence—but in neither case to continue their condition as

second-class citizens of the _g.r"eatest democracy on earth.

It is my most fetvent hope that the hard work of Chairiwoman Christcn§¢n and her
Subcommittee will come to, fiuition with the -passag‘é_of IR, 900, the Puerto Rico
Democracy Act of 2007, which has beén repotted to the House by the full Committee on

Natural Resources.

~ I want to conclude my statement by noting that, earliet this morning,-I sent a letter io

Speaker Pelosi, asking'that. she use_hér leadership to bring H.R, 900 to a vote on the

N

! t - .
House floor. I would ask that this letter be made part of the record of today’s
prgceedings. In the coming wee_ks I will deliver to Speaker Pelosi thousands of petitions
-frvom U.s8. éi-tizens in Puerto Rico seeking her help to ensure that Congress, after more.

than 100 years, finally afford the people of Puerto Rico the righ_f to _particip;a;tc in a fully



informed self-determination process, I will tell you what;I told Speaker Pelosi: if we can
: 'summon_ the will and the courage to seé it through, passage of H.R. 900 will be
remembered as one of the ére_at historical accomplishments of the 110th éongress. It wﬂl
end decades of institutionalized aisenﬁanchiscment of four million Americans, so many
of whom have fought and bled and died for this great country. We must not leave the

hard work for another day or to another Congress. The time to act is now.

Thank you very much



