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City of Bayamon
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

£.0, 8OX 1508
BAYAMON, P.R. 00960
TEL. [B09) 767-8838

April 4, 1997

Hon. Don Young
United Scaces House Reprvsentatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Honorable Young:

Oon July 25, 1998 we will cbserve the centemnial of United States
sovereignty of Puerto Rico. This change of Sovereignty came with the
landing of troops in 1898 and it was declared by the Commander of the
U.§. AaArmy, Major General Nelson A. Miles, who issuad a general
proclamation addressed *To tae Inhabitants of Puerto Rico™ which sa:d
in part:

"In the prosecution of the war against the Kingdom of Spain
by the people of the United States in the cause of liberty,
justice, and humanity, its military forces have come to
occupy the island of Puerto Rico...They bring you the
fostering arm of a nation of free people, whose greatest

povwer ia in jugtice apd humapjty to all those living withir

its fold".

After almost a century we are about to make the proclamation of
General Miles come true. The 3.8 million Puerto Ricang on the island
have been United States citizens since Congress conferred citizenship
in 31917, but this has been a second clasa citizenship. Puerto Ricans
have shed their blood in the defense of this Nation in numbers greater
than half of the States but we have denied the right to vote for our

Commander-in-Chief. &s a Terrizory of the United States we Puerto
Ricans are denied ouf Eall righto © itlzenship: the presidentia
VOTe, and equal repreBEaCalion 1n CONgress. 'ﬂ?e reIa%:onsH:‘ — 15

antamoun O _colonialism_ an enies us justice as we as  our
manity -
pliataalel &

You have it in Fu.r power to finally bring justice and humani\:y
to Puerto Rico. e Unite tates-Puerte Rico atus AG . “R.
¥5¢, 1is the mea:

. 18 the medsure that will start this process.

‘PUERTO RICOS MOST PROGRESSIVE CITY



279

April 4, 1397
page 2

I praise the support of the cosponsors who have recognized
regponsibility that this intrinsic to the authority over the
territories vested in Congress by Article IV, Section 3, Paragraph
2 of the Constitution which reads: "The Congress shall have power
to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory or other property belonging toe the United 3tates...”
We can no longer be denied justice and humanity.

1 respectfully request that you add your support to this
measure to provide a process which leads to the full self-
government for Puerro Rico. Let Congress and Puerto Ricans
formally ackncwledge what has been a fact for a century and let us
stand together on the fourth of July tc celebrate the admission of
‘ che Pifty-fiat State.

Looking feorward te your support I ramain,




