
 

 

 

 

January 24, 2013 

 

Honorable Barack Obama  

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama: 

 

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the preeminent defender of 

the civil rights of the Latino community in the United States has consistently 

safeguarded the right of the 3.7 million American citizens residing in Puerto Rico to self-

determination.  Both the political and economic realities of U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico 

are important to LULAC.  Our organization has one-hundred forty-seven (147) LULAC 

councils located on the island.  In addition, a large number of our members and councils 

in the mainland United States can trace their roots to the island.  Today, LULAC 

reaffirms its commitment to the Puerto Rican people and vows to aid Puerto Ricans to 

make certain their voices are heard in Washington.   

 

LULAC cares deeply about the political, socio-economic, health and educational well-

being of the Puerto Rican people on the island.  In that regard, we congratulate the 

President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico (the “Task Force”) and you on the progress made 

in implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the President’s Task 

Force on Puerto Rico’s Status.  The Administration has demonstrated unparalleled 

commitment to the people of Puerto Rico beginning with your first official visit to the 

island in June 2011 – the first Presidential visit since 1961, and the White House 

Business Round Table and Economic Summit that followed.   

 

The visit to Puerto Rico by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education, Arne 

Duncan, in October 2011 – the first official visit by a U.S. Secretary of Education to 

Puerto Rico in 18 years – and the visit by Secretary of Homeland Security, Janet 

Napolitano, were of equal historical proportion.  The advancements have been made with 

respect to the ongoing work of the Economic Working Group which has sought to 

improve the vitality of the island in the energy and environmental sectors are all 

indicators of this Administration’s commitment to Puerto Rico.  We are also encouraged 

by the Task Force’s continuing work in Vieques.  
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While we recognize that this Administration and members of the Task Force have shown 

unparalleled commitment to the people of Puerto Rico, LULAC urges you to continue to 

build on these achievements by acknowledging the results expressed in the plebiscite of 

the Puerto Rican people held November 6, 2012, and respond accordingly by working 

with Congress in support of that vote.     

 

On November 6
th

, Puerto Rico held a Status plebiscite in which the electorate was asked 

two important questions.  First, voters were asked:  “Do you agree that Puerto Rico 

should continue to have its present form of territorial status?  Yes or No?”.  Second, 

voters were asked, regardless of how they voted on the first question, to express their 

preference among the non-territorial options:  Statehood, Independence or Sovereign Free 

Associated State.  The official results of the plebiscite as certified on the night of voting 

by the State Elections Commission were: 

 

On the first question:  NO: 943,099 votes, 54%     -----     YES: 803,402 votes, 46% 

 

On the second question:     Statehood     809,653    61.13% 

              Independence                              73,363    33.33% 

                                            Sovereign Free Associated State     441,507     5.54% 

 

In view of these results, and as a way to help achieve the goal of this Administration 

relating to the resolution of Puerto Rico’s status: 

 

1. LULAC affirms that the votes cast on these questions by American citizens of 

Puerto Rico must be deemed a genuine expression of the preferences of the 

electorate.  An electorate which participated at a very high rate (77% of the 

electorate).  While LULAC does not advocate any specific resolution to the 

question before the Task Force nor a specific form of government, these results 

cannot simply be ignored nor cast aside.  The Puerto Rican people deserve a 

prompt and affirmative response from the President and the Congress. 

 

2. To that end, the President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico Status should recommend 

to the President and Congress the necessary steps to implement the Puerto Rican 

people’s wish to depart from the island’s current territorial status.  

 

3. After appropriate consultation with Puerto Rican authorities, political parties, 

civic groups and scholars, the Task Force should also recommend to Congress 

that it conduct a formal process of public hearings to receive input from  

interested parties regarding how to proceed in Puerto Rico’s continued process of 

self-determination. 
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4. Congress should then approve appropriate legislation to consult the people of 

Puerto Rico regarding how to proceed to change their status, a change they have 

requested, and informing them of the options that Congress is willing to consider. 

 

To promote a prompt beginning to the process, LULAC requests a meeting with the co-

chairs and members of the President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status in order to 

ensure that the voices of the Puerto Rican people are heard, and their aspirations 

expeditiously realized.  Should you or your staff have additional questions, you may 

direct the same to Mr. Brent Wilkes, LULAC National Executive Director.  Mr. Wilkes 

may be reached at 202-833-6130 or at bwilkes@lulac.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Margaret Moran 

LULAC National President 
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