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WHEREAS, the Trapty of Poris wad signad by the United States on December 10, 1895,
and wgs vatified on Febyuary 6, 1898, formally conoluding the Spanish-Amerivan War and
extablishtng Puerte Rico s a tervitory of the Unfted States; anit

WHEREAS, on March 2, 19i7, President Woodrow Wolion stgned the Puerio Rican

" Federal Relations Act, popularly Joyown as the Jones Ack, which extended Uniced Stages cltieanspip

to the residents of Puerto Rico but did not provid them with voting regresentation in the Untied
Sratar Cangress nor give thens the right 10 vote for the Prestdent of the United Statas; aod )

- WHEREAS, tince 1917, more than two kundred thowsand United Siatas sttizens from
Putrte Ricu have dervad valionsly In every war and armed conflict in which ot nation has fought in
defense of Ameriean demoeratic privciplas and selfdetermization, and more than 2,000 Puerto
Ricans have made the witimate pacrifles: is deferae of our Natfon, tncluding 14 who lave died i the
war fn frrg, and four haroic Puerto Ricass have been avwarded the Congressicno] Medal of Honor .
Jortheiy axivoordinary volov in barde; and =~ ’ , .

. WHEREAS, the territory of Now Mesico waz also eoquired by the Untied States as a rasult
of armed conflict. and New Musicans endimad eighly-fowr years as a tarritory before realizing their
axpiratdons for psrmanent political status; and New Mexico s great history, nclugding its ascension
20 sratehood, is interpwined with our suair’s Hispenic heritage; and :

WHEREAS, in 1097, the legislarurs ¢f Pxerio Rico formally petitioned ihe United Sictes
ongrass 1o respond ta the demecratic aspirativns of the United Stais citisens of Puerfo Rico by )

_macns of & fadersily sanctioned plebiacits ta be held no loter than 1998, and Cangress has not yet

respodad (o thix pesition; and the tima has come, efter 108 years az a 1erviiory, for Pusrio Ricofo .
exercise its right (4 self-determination regarding it dastra 1o antein fll zelf-government within the
concext of @ congressionally autherizsed plablscie; and

SVHEREAS, the New Mexico Serate and the Howse of Rapresentattns adopted o joint
mamoriad e ike President ond Congrass of the Utited States on February 19, 2004, requesting thar
legtslarion ba enartad that would respand 1o the aspirations of the LS. citizens (n Pugrss Rico fira
permarent statuy that would provide full vepresentative democracy; und :

NOW, THEREFORE 1, Bifl Richardson, Governor of the Staua of New Mexico, by virue of
#he auihorigy vesied in the Governor, do hereby proclaim that the Gaversmment gf New Maexioa fully
supparts the call of the UL, cltizens bn Pugrta Rico for federaf legistation that will dafine the: non-
territorfal states eptions avatlable so tham, authorice a referendum iy Puerio Rico that will enable
them io dectde on @ permanens stavus, and oasure that thelr stabs declsion will ba implemented by
the federal government. FURTHERMORE, 1 join the Legislature of New Mestco tn raquesting the
Naw Muxico congreasional delegation to actively promote and support thraly action by the
President and Congress of the United States on thiz fmportant national {asue. .

Auesst: -, -Doune af the Bxecutive Qffice this
U : : Y day of March, 2004.
" Rebdcoa Ti —{‘J 73::0 Witnezs my hand and the Great Seal of
Searatary of Stats the Greas Staie of New Mexica
Bilt Réchrrdson -

Govarnor
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