National Governors’ Association Policy
EC-2. POLITICAL SELF-DETERMINATION. FOR PUERTO RICO |

The people of Puezto Rico. as narural-bomn citizens of the United Starss, possess the same
individual liberdes as do all other Amesican citizens. including the right to protec: and aurnme their
local culnure and linguistc herimge. and to conduct their affairs in accordance with a local
constinmion comparible with and subordinate 1o the U.S. Constnmion. Most Governors represeat
 constuencies thar include American cirizens of Puerto Rican descemz . Tems of thousands of Pusreo
- Ricans have served our nadon with distincton in every United Stres military conflict of this

c2anury; earning numerous decorations. including four posthumous medals of honor, and rising in
several instances w© the ranks of general and admiral. Withowx admission to the Unicn. the residents
of Puerto Rico susmined many combar casualties detending United States interests in World War
L. World War . Korea. Viemam and the Persian Guif. Athletss. scholars artists. eamesreaeurs.
professionals. and laborers of Puerto Rican origin have been conmibuting throughout this csanury
to the spiritual and socio-economic earichment of the United Swres.

[t is essental that the final permanent polideal starus of Puerto Rico be democrancally
selectad by the American citizens who reside there on opdons ranging from U.S. statshood 10
sovereign independence.

An absolute majority of Pusrto Rico’s voters supported 3 pladform sesking Congressional
sponsorship of 2 politeal stmrus plebiscite for Puerto Rico. Resporsibility for making ~all nesdful
rules and reguladons respecting the terTitory or other property belonging two the United Stares™ is
vested in the United States Congress by Artcle [V, Secdon 5 of the U.S. Constmuon.

Therefore, in harmony with its long-standing acknowledgment of the importancs of self-
dezesmmination by the people of Puerto Rico as to the smms of Puerto Rico, the Natonal Governors’
Association urges the 105th United States Congress to emact {egislarion thar will - no larer than the
1998 ceartennial of the United States soversignty over Puerto Rico - provide 2 mechanism fer
politcal self-determinarion by the American cidzens who reside in Puerto Rico.

Time limned (efecsive Winter Mesting 1997, Winter Mezting 1999).

Adopted Aanual Messing 1978, revised Winmer Meting 1939: revised and reaffirmed Winter Meeting 1993, reaffirmed
Winter Meetng 1995 (Formerty Policy A<6), revised and rearfirmed Winter Mezting 1997.



