The Americas Foundation

A Resolution in Support of the Enactment of Federal Legisiation
Providing for a Congressionai Mandated Process
Leading Toward Self-Determination for Puerto Rico

WHEREAS The Americas Foundstions mssicn s to’ 1 Create New Opportunities: The ~cuncation
WOrKS [0 Bulld ecLcancnal and aconome emeowerment ocpomunmes for Hiscanic Amencans ar ail scero-
econcrmc leveis. 2 Break Sarriers The Foundanon works (o Lreak exsong bamers ang g1ass ceungs for
qualified protessicnal Hspanc Amencans. 3. Build Bridges: The Founcation works to build traqe ana
buSiNess oggerunities between e United States. Latn Amenca ana the Canttean natens.

WHESEAS. we recognize that sirce 1898 Puerto Rice has remained a coiony of the United States. with
conmol over s local GOverrTnert Nowever. With Mo PTCipation & he teceral jevel.

WHEREAS. The Jones Act of 1917 granted the peorie at Puertc Rco Untted States Citizensnio.

WHEREAS. we reccgrize the mary social. econcrmical. arg ocolibcal cenmbutons e 3.8 mullicn FisZame
U.S. crizers resicerts of Puerto Rico make 1o the canservanon of s Napon s cemocrane values. -

WHEREAS. 1558 will mark -he one hundredth anruversary of the anrexanon of Puerto nco © the JUnted
States

WHEREAS. in January 23. 1597, the Legsianure of Puentc Ricc adooted Concurrert Resoiution 2 recuesting
* the One Hundared and ~ifty (Urnted States) Congress ang the President of the Uriteg States of Amenca to
respond to the demccranc asciranons of the Amencan crizens of Puerto Rice. 1N order to acrieve 2 2recess

that guaranees the oromt Secslorizabon of Fuento Aics by means of 2 pleiscte sponscrea by the Feceral
Goverrment, whch ust be heic no iater than 1998.

WHEREAS as a cirect responss 1o the reguest mace by the Puerto Aico Legistature. two bills were
oresamed in the Sirst Session cf the 105th Congress H R.856. enntec e ‘Uniteg States-Fuerto Rico
Poiitical Status Act” and S.472. ermitied the Puerto Aico Seif-Derermiragon Act. “The undgenyng tuncamertal
ore:ple founc in each of these Two nilis is the ngnt of 3 8 million Hispame U S. chizens to saeff-getermnanon

WHEREAS. we recsgnize he 'mponarce ths Nanon's cutural and limgusbe diversity has uDon Its stanang
as a world power leacer.

THEREFORE we supoort the nurtsing and Sreservagon of all he charactenstes whch define the dfferert
cultural communities ¢t our Nanen, and concermn any artemes (o sracicats e nchress of diversity.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLYED. that all members ot The Amarcas Founcagen across this Nanon
urge ail'mermpers of the United States House ot Represertagves arc Semate t© supton = R 858 Lnitec
Sares-Fuernn Aico Political Status Acr and S 472 ‘Puerts A3 Seif.Ceterrinancn Ac:  respectively whch
srovice for a process leading towarcs seff-ceterrmnanon tor 3.8 milion Fuisoanic U S. ciuzens resicing 1N
Syero Reo.

Vietor Fliare
VICTOR PINZON

~mairman and Presicant The Armercas Founcaton

wasnirgton, 0.C. on Tus day ot November 19,1997 .



