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R E P U B L I C A N  P L A T F O R M

We Believe in America



Honoring and Supporting 
Americans in the Territories

We honor the extraordinary sacrifices of the men
and women of the territories who protect our free-
dom through their service in the U.S. Armed Forces.
We welcome their greater participation in all aspects
of the political process and affirm their right to seek
the full extension of the Constitution, with all the
rights and responsibilities it entails.  

U.S. territories face serious economic challenges
as they struggle to retain existing industries and de-
velop new ones. Development of local energy options
is crucial to reduce their dependence on imported fuel
and promote economic stability. The Pacific territo-
ries should have flexibility to determine the minimum
wage, which has seriously restricted progress in the

private sector.  A stronger private sector can raise
wages, reduce dependence on public sector employ-
ment, and lead toward local self-sufficiency.  All un-
reasonable economic impediments must be removed,
including unreasonable U.S. customs practices.  

We support the right of the United States citi-
zens of Puerto Rico to be admitted to the Union as a
fully sovereign state if they freely so determine.  We
recognize that Congress has the final authority to de-
fine the constitutionally valid options for Puerto Rico
to achieve a permanent non-territorial status with
government by consent and full enfranchisement.  As
long as Puerto Rico is not a State, however, the will
of its people regarding their political status should
be ascertained by means of a general right of referen-
dum or specific referenda sponsored by the U.S.
government.
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