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Well, thank you very much.  What a pleasure, what an honor to be here with you, and as you 
know, for many years, I have worked hard to advance the cause of statehood for Puerto Rico.   

I was a co-sponsor of legislation to provide for a federally sanctioned self-determination process 
as well as legislation to make Puerto Rico a state of the Union.   

As all of us know, during the November 6 plebiscite, the majority of American citizens in Puerto 
Rico spoke loudly, and they spoke clearly.   

They will no longer accept its territorial status.   

Es hora que Washington escuche 

Pore so estamos aqui. 

Both the President and the Congress should respond appropriately to the plebiscite results.   

The status quo is simply not acceptable.   

It deprives the people of Puerto Rico of the right to choose their leaders who make our laws, an 
imperative right in any democracy. 

Puerto Rico has, as we heard, almost 4 million inhabitants, but they only have one member of 
Congress, with only the right to talk and has no right to vote in that very chamber.   

You deserve to have a voice and a vote in Washington.   

You deserve to vote for your President and to have proper representation in the U.S. Senate, as 
well as voting representatives in the U.S. House.   

Having one resident commissioner, a non-voting congressman is no longer justifiable and must 
be redefined.  

Estatidad es la unica opción viable. 

 It would bring to Puerto Ricans the voting rights that they deserve as a free people and as 
American citizens, along with full equality under the law, which is a constitutional right under 
the Fourth Amendment.   

It would also promote economic development and jobs so that Puerto Ricans can have a better 
quality of life and stop losing its people to the mainland.   
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The contributions from Americans in Puerto Rico didn’t go unnoticed, and they don’t go 
unnoticed today. 

Through their legendary service, Puerto Ricans have been fighting for freedom, for democracy, 
for patriotism.   

They have demonstrated their valor and their loyalty to our nation in the many wars that the 
United States has fought, and for that reason, I’m so proud to support legislation to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to those Puerto Rican soldiers in recognition of the unit’s legendary 
service during the Korean War.   

And I know the resident commissioner, a good friend, Pedro Pierluisi, who was just speaking, 
has been taking a number of steps to ensure that the President and Congress will respect the 
results of the democratic process.   

Yo voy a continuar luchando por los derechos y la igualdad de los Puertotoriqueños. 

You have expressed a clear desire to end the territorial status and become a state, something that 
cannot be done by maintaining the same undemocratic status that you have endured since 1898.   

This is an issue that transcends political labels.   

It is about fairness.   

It is about human rights.    

It is about equality.   

Statehood promotes our American values and shows the world that we are a serious and 
determined country.   

There is no room for second-class citizenship in the United States of America.   

This is the right thing to do for Puerto Rico.  This is the right thing to do for our nation.   

Thank you so much.  Thank you. 


