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Congressman José Serrano 
Puerto Rican Journey for Equality 

November 19, 2013 
Time: 11am 

 
[Spanish being spoken]   

Five Hundred and Twenty Years of Colonialism is an insult to human dignity.   

[Spanish being spoken]   

And the people of Puerto Rico did turn their backs on the colony.  And when the people who are 
colonized say that they no longer want the colony it is the duty of those who have come and 
haven’t taken care and have colonized the people to then make a move to end that colonial status 
and that’s what we are here for today.   

To tell these wonderful colleagues of mine in Congress that those of us who are Puerto Rican, we 
were either born in the States or born on the island of Puerto Rico, like I was in Mayagüez, that 
we want this colonial status to end.   

Now colonialism is not good for the United States and it’s not good for Puerto Rico.   

I was raised here and I was born in Mayagüez. 

[Spanish being spoken]   

It hurts us as a democratic nation to go around the World saying that we promote democracy 
while we hold up people for 114 years and before that we were held now for a total of 520 years.   

It’s time for a change. I join you in that change and I want equality, equality for the people of 
Puerto Rico.   

It is not right that simply because I moved to New York, I can be a Congressman and if you stay 
on the Island you can’t be a full voting Congressman.   

It is not right that because I moved to New York, or was moved to New York, when I was a child 
that I can vote for President and yet people who have fought in Wars who are in wheelchairs and 
I don’t want to get dramatic about this, cannot vote for their Commander-in-Chief.   

So today is a day of understanding.    

[Spanish being spoken]  

Mucho Gracias. 


