
 

 

2017 Hurricane Maria Supplemental Appropriations Priorities: Puerto Rico 
 

Priority Agency Program Name Amount 
Requested 

Puerto Rico-Specific Request 

 
1 

HUD COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK 
GRANTS 

$3,200M For an additional amount for ‘‘Community Development Fund’’, $3,200,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018, for necessary expenses related to disaster relief, long-
term recovery, restoration of infrastructure and housing, and economic revitalization in the 
most impacted and distressed areas resulting from a major disaster declared pursuant to the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) 
due to Hurricane Maria, for activities authorized under title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.): Provided, That funds shall be allocated 
directly to the Territories and units of general local government at the discretion of the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development: Provided further, That within 45 days after 
the enactment of this division, the Secretary shall allocate to grantees all funds provided 
under this heading based on the best available data: Provided further, That funds allocated 
under this heading shall not be considered relevant to the non-disaster formula allocations 
made pursuant to section 106 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5306): Provided further, That a grantee may use up to 5 percent of its overall 
allocation for administrative costs:  Provided further, That the Secretary shall waive the 
income reporting requirements for such funds:  Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
provide grantees with technical assistance on contracting and procurement processes and 
shall require grantees, in contracting or procuring these funds, to incorporate performance 
requirements and penalties into any such contracts or agreements: Provided further, That, in 
administering the funds under this heading, the Secretary may waive, or specify alternative 
requirements for, any provision of any statute or regulation that the Secretary administers in 
connection with the obligation by the Secretary or the use of these funds by a grantee (except 
for requirements related to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, and the 
environment) upon a request by a grantee explaining why such waiver is required to facilitate 
the use of such funds and pursuant to a determination by the Secretary that good cause exists 
for the waiver or alternative requirement and that such action is not inconsistent with the 
overall purposes of title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) or this heading: Provided further, That, notwithstanding section 
104(g)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 5304(g)(2)), the Secretary may, upon receipt of a request 
for release of funds and certification, immediately approve the release of funds for an 
activity or project assisted under this heading if the recipient has adopted an environmental 
review, approval or permit under the preceding proviso or the activity or project is 
categorically excluded from review under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.): Provided further, That a waiver granted by the Secretary may not 
reduce the percentage of funds that must be used for activities that benefit persons of low and 
moderate income to less than 50 percent, unless the Secretary specifically finds that there is 
compelling need to further reduce the percentage requirement:  



 

 

2 DHS COMMUNITY 
DISASTER 
LOANS 
PROGRAM 

$500M 
(loan 
authority) 

The Stafford Act, Section 417, subparts 206.360 through 206.367, authorizes 
FEMA to provide direct loans to local governments who have suffered a 
substantial loss of tax and other revenues, as a result of a major disaster, and 
which can demonstrate a need for Federal assistance in order to perform their 
governmental functions  
We request that Congress waive requirements stipulated in 42 U.S. Code § 
5184 (et seq.) such that the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico is eligible for such loans, and other Puerto Rican government entities 
are not subject to collateral requirements or loan caps. Waive the state level 
guaranty and local collateral requirements under 44 CFR 206.364. Raise the 
loan size limit of a local government from 50% of the operating budget to 
75%. Waive any eligibility requirements barring a local government from 
accessing a CDL if they are barred from incurring debt to fund operating 
expenses. Waive the eligibility requirement whereby a local government 
must show a 75% or greater revenue loss relative to its operating budget.  



 

 

3 HHS SOCIAL 
SERVICES 
BLOCK GRANT 

$500M For an additional amount for ‘‘Social Services Block Grant’’, $500,000,000, 
for necessary expenses related to the consequences of Hurricane Maria in 
calendar year 2017, notwithstanding section 2003 and paragraphs (1) and (4) 
of section 2005(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397b and 
1397d(a)): Provided, That not less than $350,000,000 of this amount shall be 
provided for Puerto Rico: Provided further, That in addition to other uses 
permitted by title XX of the Social Security Act, funds appropriated under 
this heading may be used for health services (including mental health 
services) and for repair, renovation and construction of health facilities 
(including mental health facilities): Provided further, That funds made 
available for Puerto Rico shall be obligated within 30 days of enactment of 
this Act:  

4 HHS CMS/MEDICAID N/A For the purposes of diminishing the ensuring continued coverage of the 
Medicaid eligible population, waive the Territorial cost share for all 
Medicaid programs 

5 SBA DISASTER 
LOANS 
PROGRAMS 

$90M For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster Loans Program Account’’ for the cost 
of direct loans authorized by section 7(b) of the Small Business Act, for 
necessary expenses related to the consequences of Hurricane Maria, 
$90,000,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That the Small 
Business Administration shall expedite the delivery of assistance in disaster-
affected areas: Provided further, That the Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration may waive the matching requirements under section 
21(a)(4)(A) and 29(c) of the Small Business Act for any grant made using 
funds made available under this heading: Provided further, That no later than 
30 days after the date of enactment of this division, or no less than 7 days 
prior to obligation of funds, whichever occurs earlier, the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate a detailed 
expenditure plan for funds provided under this heading  



 

 

6 DOT EMERGENCY 
RELIEF 
PROGRAM 

$149M For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency Relief Program’’ as authorized 
under 23 U.S.C. 125, $149,362,500, to remain available until expended, for 
expenses identified by the Federal Highway Administration in conjunction 
with the Puerto Rican Department of Transportation with the exception of 
such expenses addressed in other provisions of this Act making amendments 
to Public Law 109–148 and expenses otherwise funded in other 
Appropriations Acts: Provided, That notwithstanding 23 U.S.C. 125(d)(1), 
the Secretary of Transportation may obligate more than $100,000,000 for 
such projects in a Territory in a fiscal year, to respond to damage caused by 
Hurricane Maria 
Department of Transportation Cost Sharing Request: 
That notwithstanding 23 U.S.C. 120(e) and from funds provided herein, the 
Federal share for all projects for repairs or reconstruction of highways, roads, 
bridges, and trails to respond to damage of Puerto Rico caused by Hurricanes 
Maria and Irma shall be 100 percent. 

7 USDA COMMODITY 
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

$83M For an additional amount for ‘‘Commodity Assistance Program’’ for the 
emergency food assistance program as authorized by section 27(a) of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)) and section 204(a)(1) of 
the Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 7508(a)(1)), 
$83,000,000: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provisions of the 
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983, the Secretary of Agriculture may 
allocate additional foods and funds for administrative expenses from 
resources specifically appropriated, transferred, or reprogrammed to restore 
to the Territories resources used to assist families and individuals displaced 
by Hurricane Maria without regard to sections 204 and 214 of such Act (7 
U.S.C. 7508, 7515)  
 
USDA SNAP LANGUAGE 
Until September 30, 2018 or until such time as the electric grid is certified to 
be operating at 95% of its pre-hurricane Maria distribution, 100% of SNAP 
benefits shall be converted from EBT payments into direct cash payments.  



 

 

8 DOE STATE 
EDUCATIONAL 
AGENCIES/ 
HURRICANE 
EDUCATION 
RECOVERY 

$78M For assisting in meeting the educational needs of individuals affected by hurricane Maria 
in calendar year 2017, $78,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2018, of 
which $78,000,000 shall be available to Territorial educational agencies until expended 
to provide immediate services or assistance to local educational agencies and non-public 
schools in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands that serve an area in which a major 
disaster has been declared in accordance with section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) 

HOLD HARMLESS FOR STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES SERVING MAJOR 
DISASTER AREAS. In the case of a State educational agency that serves an area in 
which the President has declared that a major disaster exists in accordance with section 
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5170), related to Hurricane Maria or Hurricane Irma, the amount made available for 
such local educational agency under each of sections 1124, 1124A, 1125, and 1125A of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 for fiscal years 2018, 2019, and 
2020 shall be not less than the amount made available for such local educational agency 
under each of such sections for fiscal year 2017. 
 
GENERAL REGULATORY AND FINANCIAL RELIEF.  
(a) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any specific relief as directed in this 
Act, in providing any grant or other assistance, directly or indirectly, to an entity in an 
affected State in which a major disaster has been declared in accordance with section 
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5170), related to Hurricane Maria or Hurricane Irma, the Secretary of Education may, as 
applicable, waive or modify, in order to ease fiscal burdens, any requirement relating to 
the following:  
(1) Maintenance of effort as it would impact funding allocated to the entity from 
amounts appropriated during fiscal years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  
(2) The use of Federal funds to supplement, not supplant, non-Federal funds during 
fiscal years 2017, 2018, and 2019.  
 
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS DATE EXTENSION.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, any funds available to the Secretary under the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Carl D. 
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act, the Adult Education and Family Literacy 
Act, or other applicable laws for which the period of availability would otherwise expire 
on September 30, 2017, shall be available for obligation by the Secretary until 
September 30, 2018, for the purposes of the programs authorized. 



 

 

9 DHS FEMA N/A Congress directs FEMA to maximize its authority under the Stafford Act to 
restore, improve and modernize Puerto Rico’s energy grid to increase the 
resiliency of energy infrastructure in the face of future disasters.  

10 DHS FEMA N/A The Territory of Puerto Rico further requests that Permanent Housing 
Construction assistance be made available under Section 408(c)(4), which 
applies exclusively to insular areas outside of the continental United States 
when no alternative housing resources are available and other forms of 
temporary housing assistance described in the Act are unavailable, infeasible 
or not cost-effective. 

11 DHS FEMA N/A FEMA Matching Request Language For Specific Programs:  
In General.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law, including any 
agreement, the Federal share of assistance, including direct Federal 
assistance, provided for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in connection 
with Hurricanes Maria and Irma under sections 403, 406, 407, and 408 of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5170b,  
5172, 5173, and 5174) shall be 100 percent of the eligible costs under such 
sections. 

12 DHS FEMA/DRF N/A For purposes of disaster relief in areas affected by Hurricane Maria, the 
Territorial and local match shall be waived. 

Total   $4,600M  

 
 
 
 
 


