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House of Representatives
The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. BYRNE).
f

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following communication from the Speaker:
WASHINGTON, DC,
October 2, 2017.
I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.
PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
f

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the order of the House of January 3, 2017, the Chair will now recognize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.
The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.
f
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EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE
COMMUNITY OF EL CAMPO, TEXAS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes.
Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank the community of El
Campo, Texas.
Recently, while surveying crop damage from Hurricane Harvey in and
around El Campo, two members of my
staff and one USDA staffer were involved in a serious car accident. They
were immediately transported to El
Campo Memorial Hospital, where they

received exemplary care and were later
discharged. As the stories from the day
later unfolded, I was struck by the outpouring of kindness and generosity of
the many farmers, ranchers, and community members of El Campo.
This is a town and a community that
is still recovering in the wake of Hurricane Harvey—a community that has
suffered tremendous losses over the
past month. Yet, without a second
thought, area farmers and ranchers
lined up in the hospital waiting room
offering spare bedrooms, meals, and
transportation for my staff.
These were producers who, in some
cases, had never met my team, but who
felt compelled to lend a hand to those
in need.
America is hurting right now. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria have
wreaked havoc in States and cities
across our Nation; and the good citizens of Las Vegas are dealing with another disaster of a different making.
Nevertheless, folks are hurting there as
well.
We need look no further than the
compassion of those bighearted farmers, ranchers, and first responders of El
Campo, Texas, to understand America’s
strength and resolve. They make Texas
strong. They make America strong. Together, we will get through all of our
challenges.
May God continue to bless Texas, and
may God bless the United States of
America.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

b 1400
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROE of Tennessee) at 2
p.m.
f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.
We pray for the gift of wisdom to all
with great responsibility in this people’s House for the leadership of our
Nation.
Lord, once again, our Nation reels in
grief and horror after yet another mass
shooting on our soil. We ask Your
blessing upon us all, but most especially on those who mourn the loss of
their loved ones. Have mercy on all
Your children who died.
The debates will, once again, ensue.
Speed us to the day when the wisdom
of Solomon might inspire our congressional Members beyond the limitations
of sound bites and platitudes before
more and more American citizens are
deprived of their lives.
Lord, the suffering of our world is all
around us. Stimulate our hearts and
minds so that everything we may do
this day would be for Your greater
honor and glory.
Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
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WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

SOUTH CAROLINA GUARD
EFFORTS IN PUERTO RICO
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our thoughts and prayers are
with the families impacted by the massacre in Las Vegas. We are blessed with
courageous law enforcement.
I am extremely grateful to the South
Carolina National Guard for sending
nearly 150 engineer soldiers to assist
Puerto Rico in relief efforts after Hurricane Maria. This was a devastating
storm for the people of Puerto Rico,
and they have been in our thoughts and
prayers each and every day.
These dedicated soldiers are part of a
multi-State engineer task force with
North Carolina, Louisiana, and New
York Army National Guards. They will
be assisting in clearing roads, debris,
and working to reach areas that have
been deemed unreachable due to the
storm. They will also work on restoring infrastructure.
As a veteran of the South Carolina
Army National Guard and the father of
three sons who have served in the
Guard, I am grateful that our State is
able to assist the U.S. territory of
Puerto Rico in their time of need. On
my visits to San Juan, I have been very
impressed by its dynamic citizens.
I am very appreciative of the leadership of South Carolina Adjutant General Robert Livingston, the experienced South Carolina Army National
Guard members, as well as the leadership of Governor Henry McMaster.
In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forgot September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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f

ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR TIME
(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our Nation is in mourning. Many
hearts are bleeding.
Mr. Speaker, there is much suffering.
Lives have been lost in a senseless and
needless manner in Las Vegas.
Mr. Speaker, there is a right time for
all things. This is a time for our Nation
to mourn and for hearts to heal.
Mr. Speaker, I announce that impeachment is postponed. Let us mourn,
and let us heal.
f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following commu-
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nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 29, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk received the following message from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 29, 2017, at 9:53 a.m.:
That the Senate passed S. 770.
That the Senate passed without amendment H.R. 2519.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by Speaker
pro tempore HARRIS on Friday, September 29, 2017:
H.R. 2519, to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of the 100th anniversary of The American Legion;
H.R. 3823, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations
for the airport improvement program,
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the funding and expenditure authority of the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to provide disaster
tax relief, and for other purposes.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until approximately 5 p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
f

b 1700
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. REED) at 5 p.m.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.
The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
f

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT OF
MINERAL RIGHTS ACT OF 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2316) to
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amend the Mineral Leasing Act and the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 to repeal provisions relating only to the Allegheny
National Forest.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2316
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cooperative
Management of Mineral Rights Act of 2017’’.
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF PROVISIONS REGARDING THE
ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST.
(a) REPEAL.—Subsection (o) of section 17 of

the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 226) and
section 2508 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992
(Public Law 102–486; 106 Stat. 3108) are repealed.
(b) NOTICE REQUIREMENT NOT AFFECTED.—
Nothing in this Act shall be construed or interpreted—
(1) to limit, modify, or otherwise affect the
existing requirement to provide in writing
60-day advance notice of specific activities in
accordance with the order dated December
16, 1980, in the case United States of America
v. Minard Run Oil Company, 1980 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 9570 (W.D. Pa., Dec. 16, 1980); or
(2) to limit existing authority of the Forest
Service under provisions of law codified in
section 551 of title 16, United States Code.
(c) PERMITTING AUTHORITY NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed or interpreted to alter, repeal, or otherwise limit the existing authority of the
Forest Service to permit the harvest or sale
of timber derived from the Allegheny National Forest.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman
from
Virginia
(Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legislative days to revise and extend their remarks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Pennsylvania?
There was no objection.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I thank leadership for
allowing H.R. 2316 to come to the floor.
The Allegheny National Forest, located in my district in northwestern
Pennsylvania, is located near the first
commercial oil discovery in the country. The Allegheny National Forest is
Pennsylvania’s only national forest
and, since its creation in 1923, has been
home to numerous recreational and
commercial activities.
Oil and gas has been produced from
privately owned subsurface minerals
within the forest for decades, and mineral owners worked cooperatively with
the Forest Service to safely produce oil
and gas within the national forest
boundaries.
Mineral owners routinely provided
60-day notification of drilling plans
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prior to the commencement of operations, and the Forest Service then
issued a notice to proceed, or NTP.
However, in 2006, the Forest Service
deemed issuance of an NTP to be a
major Federal action that triggered
the application of the National Environmental Policy Act.
This designation requires a full environmental analysis of the Allegheny
National Forest, and environmental
groups were quick to sue the Forest
Service to enforce the new rule. After
settling with these groups, the Forest
Service issued a moratorium when
issuing NTPs until the full environmental analysis was completed. This
moratorium had immediate and severe
impacts on the mineral rights owners,
who were unfairly denied access to
their mineral property.
The oil and gas industry sued, claiming that the Forest Service did not
have the authority to preclude the development of privately owned minerals, and in 2009 the U.S. District
Court of Western Pennsylvania agreed
and lifted the moratorium in the Allegheny National Forest. The lower
court’s decision was confirmed on appeal in 2013. This bill fully repeals the
invalidated language from the Mineral
Leasing Act and the Energy Policy Act
of 1992 in accordance with these court
decisions.
Throughout the litigation, the Forest
Service claimed section 2508 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992, codified in the
Mineral Leasing Act, provided them
with the authority to restrict mineral
development. It is critical to strike
this language. Had this regulation not
been challenged, over 11 million acres
of split estate minerals throughout the
country would have been locked up,
devastating mineral owners and local
and State economies.
A similar version of this bill passed
the House during the 114th Congress,
demonstrating the support for protecting private property rights in the
Allegheny National Forest.
Mr. Speaker, I look forward to implementing this crucial solution. I urge
adoption of the measure.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2316 is nearly identical to a bill that passed the House
last year with overwhelming bipartisan
support.
The intent of the bill, according to
the sponsor, is to ensure that owners of
mineral rights in the Allegheny National Forest are allowed to drill for
their oil and gas within the boundaries
of that national forest.
In the Natural Resources Committee
last Congress, the majority accepted an
amendment by Energy and Mineral Resources Subcommittee Ranking Member LOWENTHAL that clarified the intent of the bill and ensured that the
Forest Service would still receive advance notice of any oil and gas operations and that no other national forest would be affected.
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So this bill is a bipartisan compromise that protects the private property rights while also protecting the
rights of the Forest Service, and I
thank the sponsor for working so cooperatively on this.
Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 2316, and
I yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I have no additional
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2316.
The question was taken; and (twothirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

UDALL PARK LAND EXCHANGE
COMPLETION ACT
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1547) to
provide for the unencumbering of title
to non-Federal land owned by the city
of Tucson, Arizona, for purposes of economic development by conveyance of
the Federal reversionary interest to
the City.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 1547
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Udall Park
Land Exchange Completion Act’’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) CITY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the city
of Tucson, Arizona.
(2) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘nonFederal land’’ means the approximately
172.8-acre parcel of City land identified in
the patent numbered 02–90–0001 and dated October 4, 1989, and more particularly described
as lots 3 and 4, S1⁄2NW1⁄4, sec. 5, T.14S., R.15
E., Gila and Salt River Meridian, Arizona.
(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.
SEC.

3.

CONVEYANCE OF FEDERAL REVERSIONARY INTEREST IN LAND LOCATED IN TUCSON, ARIZONA.
IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any

(a)
other provision of law, the Secretary shall
convey to the City, without consideration,
the reversionary interests of the United
States in and to the non-Federal land for the
purpose of unencumbering the title to the
non-Federal land to enable economic development of the non-Federal land.
(b) LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this
Act, the exact legal descriptions of the nonFederal land shall be determined in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary.
(c) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions to the conveyance
under subsection (a), consistent with that
subsection, as the Secretary considers appropriate to protect the interests of the United
States.
(d) COSTS.—The City shall pay all costs associated with the conveyance under sub-
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section (a), consistent with that subsection,
including the costs of any surveys, recording
costs, and other reasonable costs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman
from
Virginia
(Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legislative days to revise and extend their remarks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Pennsylvania?
There was no objection.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1547 completes the
transfer of the Bureau of Land Management’s reversionary interest in Udall
Park, located in Tucson, Arizona, nearly three decades after the city donated
$4 million worth of land to the Bureau
of Land Management to complete their
portion of the exchange.
Twenty years after the exchange
took place, the Bureau of Land Management threatened to invoke its reversionary interest because the city
dared to hold a local farmers market in
the park. The city of Tucson has invested millions of dollars in this community park, building swimming pools,
recreation centers, and athletic fields,
and it deserves to have clear title to
the land and complete jurisdiction over
the uses of the park.
The bill is bipartisan and has nearly
unanimous support from the Arizona
congressional delegation. I urge adoption of the measure.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1547 transfers the
reversionary interest associated with
Udall Park to the city of Tucson, Arizona.
The land was transferred to the city
back in the 1980s under the Recreation
and Public Purposes Act, a program
that authorizes the conveyance of Federal land to local governments and
nonprofits.
These conveyances include what is
known as reversionary interest, which
stipulates that the land must permanently remain in use for a public purpose or ownership reverts back to the
United States.
Typically, if a recipient wants to
convert the land to a nonpublic purpose, they have to compensate the Federal Government. However, this is not
the typical situation.
In 1989, Tucson came to an agreement
with the Bureau of Land Management.
In exchange for the title to Udall Park,
the city gave the Bureau of Land Management a 297-acre parcel known as the
Freeman Road property.
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A letter from the BLM State Director at the time indicates that the agency supported elimination of Udall
Park’s reversionary interest in exchange for the Freeman Road property.
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, Congress
never followed through on that promise.
This bill honors the Federal Government’s long forgotten commitment,
which is why we support it and encourage its swift adoption. The unique circumstances of Udall Park justify transferring the reversionary interest without further consideration or compensation.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY).
Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of my bill, H.R.
1547, the Udall Park Land Exchange
Completion Act.
Udall Park is a cherished urban park
in the heart of Tucson. The city has invested millions of dollars in park facilities, including construction of very
large community recreation and senior
centers, a large swimming pool, a
walking track, and multiple athletic
fields and picnic areas.
In 2011, the mayor and city council
approved a master plan update that
calls for plans to invest even more
money into the park by way of additional athletic fields and expanded recreational programming. However, unresolved disputes over this land have directly impeded the city from taking
advantage of opportunities to supplement park funding, approve certain
community events, or look to other
commercial ventures like local farmers
markets on small portions of the park
that would benefit the city in general.
The Udall Park Land Exchange Completion Act resolves this historic land
exchange agreement between the city
of Tucson and the Bureau of Land Management at Udall Park.
In 1989, the city of Tucson and BLM
entered into an agreement to exchange
297 acres of land adjacent to Saguaro
National Park for 173 acres of BLMowned land in northeast Tucson, now
known as Udall Park. This agreement
specifically outlined that the terms
and conditions of this land conveyance
would include a legislative fix to remove any and all encumbrances on
Udall Park. Unfortunately, this legislation never came to fruition due to staff
changes in multiple agencies in the
city, and who knows what else, but as
a result, the city has been prevented
from utilizing Udall Park to its fullest
extent. Recently, the issue came to a
head over disputes on a small commercial lease located in Udall Park.
Federal red tape should not stand in
the way of communities like mine developing local parks. It is common
sense. Udall Park is a beautiful place
in our southern Arizona community to
gather, but this longstanding land dis-
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pute has prevented the city of Tucson
from improving the park and growing
it to its full potential for too long.
When I am out and about in my district and people come to me with challenges and issues like this, the first
question I usually ask is: Does this literally take an act of Congress to fix?
Let me say that again. Does this literally take an act of Congress to fix? In
this case, the answer is yes.
I appreciate, as we testified before
the House Natural Resources Federal
Land Subcommittee, the ranking member, Ms. HANABUSA, was saying, no kidding, in July: ‘‘If it takes an act of
Congress to get this done . . . then
that’s what we’ve got to do.’’
I am with the ranking member at
this point. It is time to finally take action and get this thing finished. My
legislation would formally and finally
complete a long overdue agreement on
land that has already been exchanged
at fair market value. The act directs
conveyance of the Federal reversionary
interest in Udall Park to the city, as
the parties intended when the land exchange was made. This bill will allow
Tucson to finally take full ownership
of the park.
In closing, I want to thank Chairman
BISHOP, Chairman MCCLINTOCK, and the
members of the Natural Resources
Committee, really, on both sides of the
aisle, for working with me to move this
legislation forward. This has got strong
bipartisan support. I look forward to
seeing this issue through and ensuring
the land transfer is completed.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this issue.
I yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I have no additional
speakers.
I yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1547.
The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, further proceedings on this motion will be postponed.
f

b 1715
SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK REDESIGNATION
ACT
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 965) to redesignate the Saint-Gaudens National
Historic Site as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens
National Historical Park’’, and for
other purposes, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 965
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens
National Historical Park Redesignation Act’’.
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Saint-Gaudens Na-

tional Historic Site shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park’’.
(b) AMENDMENTS TO PUBLIC LAW 88–543.—
Public Law 88–543 (78 Stat.749) is amended—
(1) by striking ‘‘National Historic Site’’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘National Historical Park’’;
(2) in section 2(a), by striking ‘‘historic site’’
and inserting ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park’’;
(3) in section 3, by—
(A) striking ‘‘national historical site’’ and inserting ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Historical
Park’’; and
(B) striking ‘‘part of the site’’ and inserting
‘‘part of the park’’; and
(4) in section 4(b), by striking ‘‘traditional to
the site’’ and inserting ‘‘traditional to the
park’’.
(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, document, record, map, or other
paper of the United States to the Saint-Gaudens
National Historic Site shall be considered to be
a reference to the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman
from
Virginia
(Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legislative days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and include extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Pennsylvania?
There was no objection.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.
Mr.
Speaker,
Augustus
SaintGaudens is one of the most prolific
sculptors in our Nation’s history. His
work includes Boston’s Robert Gould
Shaw Memorial, Chicago’s Standing
Lincoln, and New York’s William Tecumseh Sherman Memorial. Most notably, Saint-Gaudens designed a $20 double eagle gold piece for the U.S. Mint,
considered one of the greatest American coins ever issued.
The Saint-Gaudens National Historic
Site is a 190-acre historic site in Sullivan County, New Hampshire. The site
encompasses the summer home and
studio of this renowned American artist, whose annual presence in Sullivan
County helped spawn the Cornish Artist Colony in nearby Cornish, New
Hampshire. This colony, which was
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comprised of painters, sculptors, and
musicians, helped drive a period of
American artistic resurgence called
the American Renaissance in the years
following the Civil War.
The main house and surrounding gardens were initially designated as a National Historic Landmark in 1962,
which was converted to a National Historic Site in 1964, when the grounds
were donated to the National Park
Service. The current property contains
21 buildings, a number of SaintGaudens’ sculptures, and miles of hiking trails.
This bill simply changes the designation of Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site to a National Historical
Park, allowing the National Park Service to better relay the impact and legacy of this historic American artist.
Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
the measure, and I reserve the balance
of my time.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 965, introduced by
Representative KUSTER of New Hampshire, redesignates a site in her State
as the Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park, a critical name change that
recognizes the cultural and historical
importance of that landscape.
Augustus Saint-Gaudens was a keystone figure in the 19th century American Renaissance of art and architecture. Since 1977, the home, studio, gardens, and artwork of this American
icon have been managed and preserved
by the National Park Service as part of
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic
Site in Cornish, New Hampshire.
One of Saint-Gaudens’ most wellknown creations is the Shaw Memorial
in Boston. This sculpture memorializes
the bravery of Robert Gould Shaw, who
led the first regiment of African-American soldiers recruited from the North
during the Civil War. However, this is
just one of the many public monuments credited to Saint-Gaudens,
many of which are preserved and managed by the National Park Service at
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic
Site.
In 2010, however, the National Park
Service acquired the adjacent BlowMe-Down Farm, an important meeting
place for the Cornish Art Colony led by
Saint-Gaudens. The acquisition of the
farm allows the site to fulfill its vision
as a national park for the arts. The expanded physical size and historical
scope is better defined as a National
Historic Park rather than a National
Historical Site, which is usually reserved for a single building or other
stand-alone structure.
Importantly, this redesignation will
not change any laws or policies affecting the site and will only require
changes in signage, maps, and handouts. Therefore, redesignating this area
as Saint-Gaudens National Historical
Park conforms to naming standards
used by the National Park Service and
further honors the legacy of Augustus
Saint-Gaudens.
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In addition to preserving SaintGaudens’ legacy, the site also protects
a variety of important ecosystems. The
site is bordered by two streams that
feed into the Connecticut River, and it
contains a large forest and pond where
visitors can observe wildlife.
Representative KUSTER introduced
H.R. 965 with the support of the entire
New Hampshire delegation, and I would
like to thank her for her dedication to
protecting the historic areas important
to her State and our national story.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the adoption of this bill.
Mr. Speaker, I yield as much time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from New Hampshire (Ms. KUSTER), the
author of this fine piece of legislation.
Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker,
I
thank
Congressman
MCEACHIN for yielding this time to me.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge passage of H.R. 965, the Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park Redesignation
Act.
Named after the great American
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, this
historic site, located in Cornish, New
Hampshire, has preserved his home and
working studios since it was established in 1965.
Augustus Saint-Gaudens was born in
Dublin, Ireland, and immigrated to
America with his parents when he was
just 6 months old. It was at a young
age when Augustus developed a strong
interest in sculpting, which set him on
a path to Paris and Rome, where he
studied art and architecture and
worked on his very first commission.
In 1876, Saint-Gaudens was tapped for
his first of several prominent Civil
War-related commissions, which include the Standing Lincoln statue of
our 16th President. At over 12 feet tall,
this historic landmark stands prominently in Chicago’s Lincoln Park.
After working on the statue for close
to a decade, the towering piece was unveiled in 1887 to a crowd of over 10,000
people, including President Lincoln’s
only living grandson.
His most famous work was commissioned soon after: the Robert Gould
Shaw Memorial, a bronze bas-relief
which took Saint-Gaudens 14 years to
complete. Located in Boston Common,
this iconic sculpture depicts Colonel
Shaw and the 54th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, which was
the first African-American regiment
organized by the Union in the Civil
War.
As one of the foremost American
sculptors of the 19th century, SaintGaudens left a lasting legacy on our
country’s artistic heritage, which continues to be cherished at our historic
site in Cornish.
Since its authorization by Congress
in 1964 and establishment a year later,
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic
Site has blossomed into a popular tourist attraction and location for local
artists and musicians to share their
talents. However, the present name,
which designates this location as a his-
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toric site, is no longer the most appropriate or useful to accurately portray
the complexity of this site.
Whereas, National Historic Sites are
typically designated for single buildings or sites that only encompass a few
acres in size, the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site is 190 acres in size
and includes multiple buildings, a vast
collection of American art, and a small
trail network that allows visitors to
explore the grounds.
My legislation would simply redesignate Saint-Gaudens National Historic
Site to Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park, which would more accurately illustrate all that the park has
to offer.
In partnership with the SaintGaudens Memorial, a private nonprofit
that operated the site until it donated
the land to the National Park Service
in 1965, this historic site offers rotating
contemporary and historical exhibitions, concerts, hands-on workshops,
lectures, and many other educational
opportunities for our visitors.
The array of recreational activities
offered to visitors makes this park
much more than a historic site. It is a
living remembrance to the great American sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens
and the artistic legacy that he has left
behind. It is my hope that this proposed name change will help attract
more interest in the park, boost annual
visitation, and help drive our local
economy.
Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass
this legislation.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, having
no one else to speak on this issue, I
yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I encourage support for
this piece of legislation and thank the
gentlewoman from New Hampshire
(Ms. KUSTER) for putting this forward,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 965, as
amended.
The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, further proceedings on this motion will be postponed.
f

CONFIRMING STATE LAND
GRANTS FOR EDUCATION ACT
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2582) to authorize the State of Utah to select certain lands that are available for disposal under the Pony Express Resource
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Management Plan to be used for the
support and benefit of State institutions, and for other purposes, as
amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2582
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Confirming
State Land Grants for Education Act’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing

rights, the State of Utah may select any lands in
T6S and T7S, R1W, Salt Lake Base and Meridian, that are owned by the United States, under
the administrative jurisdiction of the Bureau of
Land Management, and identified as available
for disposal by land exchange in the Record of
Decision for the Pony Express Resource Management Plan and Rangeland Program Summary for Utah County (January 1990), as
amended by the Pony Express Plan Amendment
(November 1997), in fulfillment of the land
grants made in sections 6, 8, and 12 of the Act
of July 16, 1894 (28 Stat. 107) as generally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Utah
County Quantity Grants’’ and dated June 27,
2017, to further the purposes of the State of
Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration, without further land use planning
action by the Bureau of Land Management.
(b) APPLICATION.—The criteria listed in Decision 3 of the Lands Program of the resource
management plan described in subsection (a)
shall not apply to any land selected under subsection (a).
(c) EFFECT ON LIMITATION.—Nothing in this
Act affects the limitation established under section 2815(d) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public Law 106–
65).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman
from
Virginia
(Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legislative days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and include extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Pennsylvania?
There was no objection.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2582, introduced by
the gentlewoman from Utah (Mrs.
LOVE), seeks to resolve an ongoing
standoff between the State of Utah and
the Bureau of Land Management over
statehood-era land grants to promote
responsible land management and enable the United States to fulfill its
commitments to provide land for the
support of Utah’s higher education system.
Since 1998, the Bureau of Land Management has cited an administrative
technicality to favor land exchanges
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over State selections of land, which has
held up the State of Utah’s selection of
roughly 500 acres of Bureau of Land
Management land classified for disposal.
The land in question has been selected by the State for the benefit of
Utah State University, and this bill
makes it clear that State selections
are equally acceptable as land exchanges and would confirm that the
Bureau of Land Management may process the State’s current selection as
well as future State selections in the
immediate area.
Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2582 authorizes the
Bureau of Land Management to process
the State of Utah’s land claims without amending existing planning documents.
The Utah State Enabling Act of 1894
authorized the State of Utah to select
certain lands to support schools and
other public purposes. Approximately
2,000 acres of authorized grants are unfilled.
In 1998, the State started the application to acquire 440 acres of land in
Utah County, Utah, to support Utah
State University. BLM eventually rejected the application because the
lands are identified for disposal by exchange, which only allows BLM to convey the land under certain conditions.
This bill allows the agency to process
these specific claims without updating
the underlying planning documents,
something that would take a significant amount of time and money. BLM
testified in support of this legislation
but requested an amendment to clarify
that the lands will be used for Utah
State University and the addition of a
legislative map.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentlewoman from Utah (Mrs.
LOVE), the State of Utah, and the Republican Committee staff for working
with us to address these concerns.
Thanks to their consideration, we were
able to amend this bill in markup to
address these concerns.
There are many fights over public
lands in this country, but this does not
have to be one of them. Mr. Speaker, I
support the bill and urge its adoption,
and I reserve the balance of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Utah (Mrs. LOVE).
Mrs. LOVE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleagues from both sides of the aisle
for supporting this legislation.
More than 120 years ago, the Utah
Enabling Act, which enabled my
State—now the greatest State in the
country—to be admitted into the
Union, was approved. This granted
Utah the right to select acreage to support various public institutions, including public schools and universities.
Now, 123 years later, much of the acre-
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age made available for State selection
remains outstanding.
The BLM’s Pony Express Resource
Management Plan governs management practices for public lands in
Utah’s Tooele, Utah, and Salt Lake
Counties. It has identified thousands of
acres within the plan’s area as available for disposal. The State can presently obtain these lands via land exchange. However, the resource management plan does not explicitly state
that these lands can be obtained using
the unfulfilled land credits granted by
the Utah Enabling Act.
b 1730
My bill, the Confirming State Land
Grants for Education Act, would simply amend the Pony Express RMP to
allow the State of Utah to use outstanding land grant credits to obtain
lands within the limited area of RMP
that already has been identified available for disposal.
This solution would satisfy both the
State and Federal Government and
help to keep the promises made to the
State of Utah for more than 120 years.
More importantly, it would ultimately
raise funds for the benefit of Utah students by allowing Utah’s School and
Institutional Trust Lands Administration, SITLA, to manage these lands for
the benefit of students. As Utah finds
more ways to fund public schools and
public education, this bill helps provide
much-needed resources.
Notably, the passage of H.R. 2582
would not convey any land on its own.
Existing conveyance processes would
still apply.
Additionally, my bill does not dictate
land use policies once the land is conveyed. As a former mayor, I respect the
State and local officials and processes,
and I certainly have no desire to supersede them. My bill is merely meant to
facilitate the process that enables conveyance through the use of available
selection credits. It was voted out of
committee by unanimous consent, and
I urge this body to show similar support today.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I would
just remind the gentlewoman from
Utah that the only reason that she can
suggest that Utah is the greatest State
in the Nation is because Virginia is a
Commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, being from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I yield back
the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2582, as
amended.
The question was taken; and (twothirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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COMMUNITY RECLAMATION
PARTNERSHIPS ACT
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2937) to
amend the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 to authorize
partnerships between States and nongovernmental entities for the purpose
of reclaiming and restoring land and
water resources adversely affected by
coal mining activities before August 3,
1977, and for other purposes.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2937
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Community
Reclamation Partnerships Act’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCE.

Except as otherwise specifically provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment is expressed in terms of an amendment to a provision, the reference shall be considered to be
made to a provision of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30
U.S.C. 1201 et seq.).

lotter on DSKBCFDHB2PROD with HOUSE

SEC. 3. STATE MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING
FOR CERTAIN REMEDIATION.
(a) MEMORANDA AUTHORIZED.—Section 405

(30 U.S.C. 1235) is amended by inserting after
subsection (l) the following:
‘‘(m) STATE MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING FOR REMEDIATION OF MINE DRAINAGE.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State with a State
program approved under subsection (d) may
enter into a memorandum of understanding
with relevant Federal or State agencies (or
both) to remediate mine drainage on abandoned mine land and water impacted by
abandoned mines within the State. The
memorandum may be updated as necessary
and resubmitted for approval under this subsection.
REQUIREMENTS.—Such
‘‘(2)
MEMORANDA
memorandum shall establish a strategy satisfactory to the State and Federal agencies
that are parties to the memorandum, to address water pollution resulting from mine
drainage at sites eligible for reclamation and
mine drainage abatement expenditures under
section 404, including specific procedures
for—
‘‘(A) ensuring that activities carried out to
address mine drainage will result in improved water quality;
‘‘(B) monitoring, sampling, and the reporting of collected information as necessary to
achieve the condition required under subparagraph (A);
‘‘(C) operation and maintenance of treatment systems as necessary to achieve the
condition required under subparagraph (A);
and
‘‘(D) other purposes, as considered necessary by the State or Federal agencies, to
achieve the condition required under subparagraph (A).
‘‘(3) PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Before submitting a
memorandum to the Secretary and the Administrator for approval, a State shall—
‘‘(i) invite interested members of the public to comment on the memorandum; and
‘‘(ii) hold at least one public meeting concerning the memorandum in a location or locations reasonably accessible to persons who
may be affected by implementation of the
memorandum.
‘‘(B) NOTICE OF MEETING.—The State shall
publish notice of each meeting not less than
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15 days before the date of the meeting, in
local newspapers of general circulation, on
the Internet, and by any other means considered necessary or desirable by the Secretary
and the Administrator.
‘‘(4) SUBMISSION AND APPROVAL.—The State
shall submit the memorandum to the Secretary and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency for approval. The
Secretary and the Administrator shall approve or disapprove the memorandum within
120 days after the date of its submission if
the Secretary and Administrator find that
the memorandum will facilitate additional
activities under the State Reclamation Plan
under subsection (e) that improve water
quality.
‘‘(5) TREATMENT AS PART OF STATE PLAN.—
A memorandum of a State that is approved
by the Secretary and the Administrator
under this subsection shall be considered
part of the approved abandoned mine reclamation plan of the State.
‘‘(n) COMMUNITY RECLAIMER PARTNERSHIPS.—
‘‘(1) PROJECT APPROVAL.—Within 120 days
after receiving such a submission, the Secretary shall approve a Community Reclaimer project to remediate abandoned
mine lands if the Secretary finds that—
‘‘(A) the proposed project will be conducted
by a Community Reclaimer as defined in this
subsection or approved subcontractors of the
Community Reclaimer;
‘‘(B) for any proposed project that remediates mine drainage, the proposed project is
consistent with an approved State memorandum of understanding under subsection
(m);
‘‘(C) the proposed project will be conducted
on a site or sites inventoried under section
403(c);
‘‘(D) the proposed project meets all submission criteria under paragraph (2);
‘‘(E) the relevant State has entered into an
agreement with the Community Reclaimer
under which the State shall assume all responsibility with respect to the project for
any costs or damages resulting from any action or inaction on the part of the Community Reclaimer in carrying out the project,
except for costs or damages resulting from
gross negligence or intentional misconduct
by the Community Reclaimer, on behalf of—
‘‘(i) the Community Reclaimer; and
‘‘(ii) the owner of the proposed project site,
if such Community Reclaimer or owner, respectively, did not participate in any way in
the creation of site conditions at the proposed project site or activities that caused
any lands or waters to become eligible for
reclamation or drainage abatement expenditures under section 404;
‘‘(F) the State has the necessary legal authority to conduct the project and will obtain all legally required authorizations, permits, licenses, and other approvals to ensure
completion of the project;
‘‘(G) the State has sufficient financial resources to ensure completion of the project,
including any necessary operation and maintenance costs (including costs associated
with emergency actions covered by a contingency plan under paragraph (2)(K)); and
‘‘(H) the proposed project is not in a category of projects that would require a permit
under title V.
‘‘(2) PROJECT SUBMISSION.—The State shall
submit a request for approval to the Secretary that shall include—
‘‘(A) a description of the proposed project,
including any engineering plans that must
bear the seal of a Professional Engineer;
‘‘(B) a description of the proposed project
site or sites, including, if relevant, the nature and extent of pollution resulting from
mine drainage;
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‘‘(C) identification of the past and current
owners and operators of the proposed project
site;
‘‘(D) the agreement or contract between
the relevant State and the Community Reclaimer to carry out the project;
‘‘(E) a determination that the project will
facilitate the activities of the State reclamation plan under subsection (e);
‘‘(F) sufficient information to determine
whether the Community Reclaimer has the
technical capability and expertise to successfully conduct the proposed project;
‘‘(G) a cost estimate for the project and
evidence that the Community Reclaimer has
sufficient financial resources to ensure the
successful completion of the proposed
project (including any operation or maintenance costs);
‘‘(H) a schedule for completion of the
project;
‘‘(I) an agreement between the Community
Reclaimer and the current owner of the site
governing access to the site;
‘‘(J) sufficient information to ensure that
the Community Reclaimer meets the definition under paragraph (3);
‘‘(K) a contingency plan designed to be
used in response to unplanned adverse events
that includes emergency actions, response,
and notifications; and
‘‘(L) a requirement that the State provide
notice to adjacent and downstream landowners and the public and hold a public
meeting near the proposed project site before
the project is initiated.
‘‘(3) COMMUNITY RECLAIMER DEFINED.—For
purposes of this section, the term ‘Community Reclaimer’ means any person who—
‘‘(A) seeks to voluntarily assist a State
with a reclamation project under this section;
‘‘(B) did not participate in any way in the
creation of site conditions at the proposed
project site or activities that caused any
lands or waters to become eligible for reclamation or drainage abatement expenditures under section 404;
‘‘(C) is not a past or current owner or operator of any site with ongoing reclamation
obligations; and
‘‘(D) is not subject to outstanding violations listed pursuant to section 510(c).’’.
SEC. 4. CLARIFYING STATE LIABILITY FOR MINE
DRAINAGE PROJECTS.

Section 413(d) (30 U.S.C. 1242(d)) is amended
in the second sentence by inserting ‘‘unless
such control or treatment will be conducted
in accordance with a State memorandum of
understanding approved under section 405(m)
of this Act’’ after ‘‘Control Act’’ the second
place it appears.
SEC. 5. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Section 405(f) (30 U.S.C. 1235(f)) is amended—
(1) by striking the ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon in paragraph (6);
(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (7) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(3) by inserting at the end the following:
‘‘(8) a list of projects proposed under subsection (n).’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman
from
Virginia
(Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5
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legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Pennsylvania?
There was no objection.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I
yield myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I thank leadership for
allowing H.R. 2937 to come to the floor.
This legislation, introduced by my
friend from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), will
help address the challenge of abandoned coal mines present in many affected communities across the Nation.
The Community Reclamation Partnerships Act enables States to partner
with Good Samaritan entities to reclaim abandoned mine sites and facilitate acid mine drainage cleanup. H.R.
2937 creates more opportunities to address this challenge.
Mr. Speaker, representing the Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional District,
just to note, my congressional district
has more abandoned mine sites than
any congressional district in the country, so I am very grateful for the leadership that Mr. LAHOOD has shown in
bringing H.R. 2937 forward.
Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2937, introduced by
Representative LAHOOD, is a step forward for communities looking to address abandoned coal mines in their
backyards by partnering with Good Samaritans seeking to help.
The Commonwealth of Virginia, my
home State, estimates that it will need
over $400 million to clean up all of its
remaining abandoned coal mines and,
while this bill is no substitute for a
long-term reauthorization of the Abandoned Mine Land fund, every little bit
helps.
Each project funded by a Good Samaritan through this bill will help one
more community make their economy
stronger
and
their
environment
healthier.
A hearing on a discussion draft of
this bill brought a number of problematic issues to light, but I greatly appreciate the willingness of the bill’s sponsor and the majority staff of the Natural Resources Committee to reach
across the aisle and work with us on a
bipartisan agreement that was able to
achieve unanimous consent in the Natural Resources Committee.
I thank the sponsor for his diligent
and collaborative work on this bill, and
I ask my colleagues to support H.R.
2937.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD).
Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank Chairman THOMPSON and the
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ranking member for helping to bring
this bill, in a bipartisan way, to the
floor. I appreciate your support on H.R.
2937.
This legislation will help address the
complex legal and funding-related challenges for abandoned mine lands across
the Nation.
The Community Reclamation Partnerships Act amends the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to enable States to partner with
nongovernmental entities to reclaim
abandoned mine sites and facilitate
acid mine drainage cleanup across the
country.
Nongovernmental entities, like Trout
Unlimited, have recognized the need
for reclamation in coal communities
and are willing to contribute their resources and expertise to address the
problem. Unfortunately, liability and
regulatory concerns have discouraged
them
from
participating
and
partnering with the States on reclamation projects. This legislation enables
nongovernmental entities’ participation in State reclamation programs by
minimizing undeserved liability and
codifying proven practices established
by the State reclamation agencies.
This legislation also addresses a frequent problem that States experience
in addressing water pollution at abandoned mine land sites. States must
choose between risking noncompliance
under the Clean Water Act or foregoing
acid mine drainage abatement projects
altogether. Some States, like Pennsylvania, have successfully addressed this
problem by establishing their own
guidelines for the treatment of water
pollution at abandoned mine land sites.
These State-specific strategies have resulted in successful water treatment
projects and a significant reduction in
acid mine drainage in several States.
We want to replicate that across the
country with this legislation.
Currently, State reclamation activities have been funded solely by fees
levied on the coal industry over the
past four decades. These fees have resulted in reclamation of approximately
$4 billion of abandoned mine land liabilities. However, according to the Department of the Interior, the estimated
remediation costs exceeds $10 billion
across the country.
The outstanding abandoned mine
land liabilities in Illinois, my home
State, is $156 million; and in my district, the 18th Congressional District,
it is $17 million. The cost of reclaiming
these sites will continue to strain
State resources in the coming decades,
and the conditions of these sites will
only worsen over time.
In short, this bill empowers State
and local community leaders who want
to assist in abandoned mine cleanup efforts so that future development can
occur in these areas. No group should
be punished for wanting to help out
their local community in a responsible
way.
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2937 brings more
resources to bear on this considerable
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challenge, and I urge adoption of this
bipartisan measure.
Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I would just ask my colleagues to support this piece of legislation. I am very appreciative to the author of this bill for his leadership. Having a congressional district that has
significant presence of abandoned mine
lands, I know that the authorities and
the protections he is seeking here will
be good for all, for the communities,
for the environment, and for the economy.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2937.
The question was taken; and (twothirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GUIDES AND OUTFITTERS ACT
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 289) to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to issue permits for recreation
services on lands managed by Federal
agencies, and for other purposes, as
amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 289
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS;
DEFINITIONS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘‘Guides and Outfitters Act’’ or the ‘‘GO
Act’’.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents; definitions.
Sec. 2. Special recreation permit and fee.
Sec. 3. Permit across multiple jurisdictions.
Sec. 4. Guidelines and permit fee calculation.
Sec. 5. Use of permit fees for permit administration.
Sec. 6. Adjustment to permit use reviews.
Sec. 7. Authorization of temporary permits
for new uses for the Forest
Service and BLM.
Sec. 8. Indemnification requirements.
Sec. 9. Streamlining of permitting process.
Sec. 10. Cost recovery reform.
Sec. 11. Extension of Forest Service recreation priority use permits.
(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means—
(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with respect to a Federal land management agency
(other than the Forest Service); and
(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with respect to the Forest Service.
(2) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’’
means the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture acting jointly.
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Subsection (h) of section 803 of the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16
U.S.C. 6802) is amended to read as follows:
‘‘(h) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT AND
FEE.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may—
‘‘(A) issue a special recreation permit for
Federal recreational lands and waters; and
‘‘(B) charge a special recreation permit fee
in connection with the issuance of the permit.
‘‘(2) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS.—The
Secretary may issue special recreation permits in the following circumstances:
‘‘(A) For specialized individual and group
use of Federal facilities and Federal recreational lands and waters, such as, but not
limited to, use of special areas or areas
where use is allocated, motorized recreational vehicle use, and group activities or
events.
‘‘(B) To recreation service providers who
conduct outfitting, guiding, and other recreation services on Federal recreational lands
and waters managed by the Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, or the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.
‘‘(C) To recreation service providers who
conduct recreation or competitive events,
which may involve incidental sales on Federal recreational lands and waters managed
by the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, or the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
‘‘(3) REDUCTION IN FEDERAL COSTS AND DUPLICATION OF ANALYSIS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The issuance of a new
special recreation permit for activities under
paragraph (2) shall be categorically excluded
from further analysis and documentation
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), if the proposed use is the same as or similar to a previously authorized use and the Secretary determines that such issuance does not have
significant environmental effects based upon
application
of
the
extraordinary
circumstances procedures established by the
Secretary under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).
‘‘(B) DEFINITION.—For the purposes of this
paragraph, the term ‘similar’ means—
‘‘(i) substantially similar in type, nature,
and scope; and
‘‘(ii) will not result in significant new impacts.
‘‘(4) RELATION TO FEES FOR USE OF HIGHWAYS OR ROADS.—An entity that pays a special recreation permit fee shall not be subject to a road cost-sharing fee or a fee for the
use of highways or roads that are open to
private, noncommercial use within the
boundaries of any Federal recreational lands
or waters, as authorized under section 6 of
Public Law 88–657 (16 U.S.C. 537).’’.
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SEC. 3. PERMIT ACROSS MULTIPLE JURISDICTIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an activity

requiring permits pursuant to subsection (h)
of section 803 of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) for
use of lands managed by both the Forest
Service and the Bureau of Land Management—
(1) the Secretaries may issue a joint permit
based upon a single application to both agencies when issuance of a joint permit based
upon a single application will lower processing and other administration costs for the
permittee, provided that the permit applicant shall have the option to apply for separate permits rather than a joint permit; and
(2) the permit application required under
paragraph (1) shall be—
(A) the application required by the lead
agency; and
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(B) submitted to the lead agency.
(b) REQUIREMENTS OF THE LEAD AGENCY.—
The lead agency for a permit under subsection (a) shall—
(1) coordinate with the associated agencies,
consistent with the authority of the Secretaries under section 330 of the Department of
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 (43 U.S.C. 1703), to develop and
issue the single, joint permit that covers the
entirety of the trip;
(2) in processing the joint permit application, incorporate the findings, interests, and
needs of the associated agencies, provided
that such coordination shall not be subject
to cost recovery; and
(3) complete the permitting process within
a reasonable time after receiving the permit
application.
(c) EFFECT ON REGULATIONS.—Nothing in
this section shall alter, expand, or limit the
applicability of any Federal law (including
regulations) to lands administered by the
relevant Federal agencies.
(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) ASSOCIATED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘associated agency’’ means an agency that manages
the land on which the trip of the special
recreation permit applicant will enter after
leaving the land managed by the lead agency.
(2) LEAD AGENCY.—The term ‘‘lead agency’’
means the agency that manages the land on
which the trip of the special recreation permit applicant will begin.
SEC. 4. GUIDELINES AND PERMIT FEE CALCULATION.
(a) GUIDELINES AND EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN
REVENUES.—The Secretary shall—

(1) publish guidelines in the Federal Register for establishing recreation permit fees;
and
(2) provide appropriate deductions from
gross revenues used as the basis for the fees
established under paragraph (1) for—
(A) revenue from goods, services, and activities provided by a recreation service provider outside Federal recreational lands and
waters, such as costs for transportation,
lodging, and other services before or after a
trip; and
(B) fees to be paid by permit holder under
applicable law to provide services on other
Federal lands, if separate permits are issued
to that permit holder for a single event or
trip.
(b) FEE CONDITIONS.—The fee charged by
the Secretary for a permit issued under section 803(h) of the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802(h)) shall
not exceed 3 percent of the recreational service provider’s annual gross revenue for activities authorized by the permit on Federal
lands, plus applicable revenue additions,
minus applicable revenue exclusions or a
similar flat per person fee.
(c) DISCLOSURE OF FEES.—A holder of a special recreation permit may inform its customers of the various fees charged by the
Secretary under section 803(h) of the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16
U.S.C. 6802(h)).
SEC. 5. USE OF PERMIT FEES FOR PERMIT ADMINISTRATION.
(a) DEPOSITS.—Subject to subsection (b),

revenues from special recreation permits
issued to recreation service providers under
subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section 803(h)(2)
of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802(h)(2)) shall be held
in special accounts established for each specific unit or area for which such revenues are
collected, and shall remain available for expenditure, without further appropriation,
until expended.
(b) USE OF PERMIT FEES.—Revenues from
special recreation permits issued to recre-
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ation service providers under subparagraphs
(B) and (C) of section 803(h)(2) of the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16
U.S.C. 6802(h)(2)) shall be used only—
(1) to partially offset the Secretary’s direct
cost of administering the permits;
(2) to improve and streamline the permitting process; and
(3) for related recreation infrastructure
and other purposes specifically to support
recreation activities at the specific site for
which use is authorized under the permit,
after obtaining input from any related permittees; provided, however, that the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 1 et
seq.) shall not apply to any advisory committee or other group established to carry
out this paragraph.
(c) LIMITATION ON USE OF FEES.—The Secretary may not use any permit fees for biological monitoring on Federal recreational
lands and waters under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) for
listed or candidate species.
SEC. 6. ADJUSTMENT TO PERMIT USE REVIEWS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the

Secretary utilizes permit use reviews, in reviewing and adjusting allocations of use for
permits for special uses of Federal recreational lands and waters managed by the
Forest Service, and in renewing such permits, the Secretary of Agriculture shall allocate to a permit holder a level of use that is
no less than the highest amount of actual
annual use over the reviewed period plus 25
percent, capped at the amount of use allocated when the permit was issued unless additional capacity is available. The Secretary
may assign any use remaining after adjusting allocations on a temporary basis to
qualified permit holders.
(b) WAIVER.—Use reviews under subsection
(a) may be waived for periods in which circumstances that prevented use of assigned
capacity, such as weather, fire, natural disasters, wildlife displacement, business interruptions, insufficient availability of hunting
and fishing licenses, or when allocations on
permits include significant shoulder seasons.
The authorizing office may approve non-use
without reducing the number of service days
assigned to the permit in such circumstances
at the request of the permit holder. Approved non-use may be temporarily assigned
to other qualified permit holders when conditions warrant.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF TEMPORARY PERMITS FOR NEW USES FOR THE FOREST SERVICE AND BLM.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior
shall establish and implement a program to
authorize temporary permits for new recreational uses of Federal recreational lands
and waters managed by the Forest Service or
the Bureau of Land Management, respectively, and to provide for the conversions of
such temporary permits to long-term permits after 2 years of satisfactory operation.
The issuance and conversion of such permits
shall be subject to subsection (h)(3) of section 803 of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802).
SEC. 8. INDEMNIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.
(a) INDEMNIFICATION.—A permit holder that

is prohibited by the State from providing indemnification to the Federal Government
shall be considered to be in compliance with
indemnification requirements of the Department of the Interior and the Department of
Agriculture if the permit holder carries the
required minimum amount of liability insurance coverage or is self-insured for the same
minimum amount.
(b) EXCULPATORY AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary shall not implement, administer or
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enforce any regulation or policy prohibiting
the use of exculpatory agreements between
recreation service providers and their customers for services provided under a special
recreation permit.
SEC. 9. STREAMLINING OF PERMITTING PROCESS.
(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Agriculture shall revise
part 251, subpart B, of title 36 Code of Federal Regulations, and the Secretary of the
Interior shall revise subpart 2932, of title 43,
Code of Federal Regulations, to streamline
the processes for the issuance and renewal of
outfitter and guide special use permits. Such
amended regulations shall—
(1) shorten application processing times
and minimize application and administration costs; and
(2) provide for the use of programmatic environmental assessments and categorical exclusions for environmental reviews under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) for the issuance or renewal of outfitter and guide and similar
recreation special use permits when the Secretary determines that such compliance is
required, to the maximum extent allowable
under applicable law, including, but not limited to, use of a categorical exclusion as provided under section 803(h)(3) of the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16
U.S.C. 6802(h)(3)).
(b) ONLINE APPLICATIONS.—To the maximum extent practicable, where feasible and
efficient, the Secretary shall make special
recreation permit applications available to
be filled out and submitted online.
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SEC. 10. COST RECOVERY REFORM.
(a) REGULATORY PROCESS.—Not later than

180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall revise section 251.58 of title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, and the Secretary of the Interior shall revise section 2932.31(e) and (f) of
title 43, Code of Federal Regulations, to reduce costs and minimize the burden of cost
recovery on small businesses and adverse impacts of cost recovery on jobs in the outfitting and guiding industry and on rural
economies provided, however, that nothing
in the revised regulations shall further limit
the Secretary’s authority to issue or renew
recreation special use permits.
(b) DE MINIMIS EXEMPTION.—
(1) COST RECOVERY LIMITATION.—Any regulations issued by the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture to establish fees to recover processing costs for
recreation special use applications and monitoring costs for recreation special use authorizations shall include an exemption providing that at least the first 50 hours of work
necessary in any one year to process and/or
monitor such an application shall not be subject to cost recovery. The application of a 50hour credit per permit shall also apply to
any monitoring fees on a per annum basis
during the term of each permit.
(2) APPLICATION OF EXEMPTION.—An exemption under paragraph (1) shall apply to the
processing of each recreation special use permit application and monitoring of each
recreation special use authorization for
which cost recovery is required, including
any application or authorization requiring
more than 50 hours (or such other greater
number of hours specified for exemption) to
process or monitor. In the event that the
amount of work required to process such an
application or monitor such an authorization
exceeds the specified exemption, the amount
of work for which cost recovery is required
shall be reduced by the amount of the exemption.
(3) MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS.—In situations
involving multiple recreation special use ap-
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plications for similar services in the same
unit or area that require more than 50 hours
(or such other greater number of hours specified for exemption) in the aggregate to process, the Secretary shall, regardless of whether the applications are solicited or unsolicited and whether there is competitive interest—
(A) determine the share of the aggregate
amount to be allocated to each application,
on an equal or prorated basis, as appropriate;
and
(B) for each application, apply a separate
exemption of up to 50 hours (or such other
greater number of hours specified for exemption) to the share allocated to such application.
(4) COST REDUCTION.—The agency processing a recreation special use application
shall utilize existing studies and analysis to
the greatest extent practicable in order to
reduce the amount of work and cost necessary to process the application.
(5) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture may
not recover as processing costs for recreation
special use applications and monitoring
costs for recreation special use authorizations any costs for consultations conducted
under section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1536) or for biological
monitoring on Federal recreational lands
and waters under such Act for listed, proposed, or candidate species.
(6) WAIVER OF COST RECOVERY.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of
Agriculture may waive the recovery of costs
for processing recreation special use permit
applications and renewals, on a categorical
or case-by-case basis as appropriate, if the
Secretary determines that—
(A) such costs would impose a significant
economic burden on any small business or
category of small businesses;
(B) such cost recovery could threaten the
ability of an applicant or permittee to provide, in a particular area, a particular outdoor recreational activity that is consistent
with the public interest and with applicable
resource management plans; or
(C) prevailing economic conditions are unfavorable, such as during economic recessions, or when drought, fire, or other natural
disasters have depressed economic activity
in the area of operation.
SEC. 11. EXTENSION OF FOREST SERVICE RECREATION PRIORITY USE PERMITS.

Where the holder of a special use permit
for outfitting and guiding that authorizes
priority use has submitted a request for renewal of such permit in accordance with applicable laws and regulations, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall have the authority to
grant the holder one or more extensions of
the existing permit for additional items not
to exceed 5 years in the aggregate, as necessary to allow the Secretary to complete
the renewal process and to avoid the interruption of services under such permit. Before
granting an extension under this section, the
Secretary shall take all reasonable and appropriate steps to complete the renewal
process before the expiration of the special
use permit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. MCEACHIN)
each will control 20 minutes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
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extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from California?
There was no objection.
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I am indeed proud to
present my bill today, H.R. 289, the
Guides and Outfitters Act of 2017, also
known as the GO Act. I would like to
thank the Natural Resources Committee for its overwhelming support of
this bill, which happened on June 27 of
this year.
Mr. Speaker, I expect that nearly
every Member of this body has fond
memories of being on our public lands,
whether it be fishing as a kid or with
your kids, hunting with friends, hiking, on a horse, or camping with the
family. Outdoor activities generate not
just memorable moments and a love
and respect for the great outdoors but
also important, considerable economic
activity, which is especially important
for our rural areas of northern California, where my district is, and all
across our Nation.
The Outdoor Recreation Association
estimates that recreational activity in
the United States contributes nearly
$900 billion to our GDP annually, supporting about 7.6 million jobs.
Unfortunately, public access to public lands is too often hindered by costly
and complex permit requirements that
vary from agency to agency, sometimes even crossing from agency to
agency what the requirements are to
seek a permit.
The GO Act enhances and protects
access to our public lands by streamlining Federal agencies’ special recreation permit process, moving the permit process online, and providing joint
permits for activities across a combination of National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Forest
Service land.
In rural America, where rural economies often depend on annual outdoor
events—some events, this might be
their only event of the year, a big part
of their local economy. We have that in
northern California in some areas. The
GO Act provides greater assurance that
such activities on public lands will continue into the future.
This bill also authorizes agencies to
use categorical exclusions to grant annual events a streamlined review, ensuring such events don’t need expensive and duplicative studies year after
year. Really, there is no need to reinvent the wheel each year for an existing permitted activity.
Getting more American families and
groups and clubs outdoors can only be
accomplished by building a permit
process that doesn’t deter outdoor enthusiasts from enjoying public lands
but, indeed, makes them feel welcome
and encouraged to enjoy these lands
that belong to all of us.
The idea behind this bipartisan bill is
simple: getting more Americans outside, on their lands, for less cost, less
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money, less headache of permits, less
red tape; that is really what this is
about. There is no need for some of the
process that people have to go through
to get a permit when it is especially an
already-known activity with very
minimal or no impact.
b 1745
Mr. Speaker, let’s make recreating in
our public lands an open and simple experience. Once again, I urge swift passage of this bill, H.R. 289, the Guides
and Outfitters Act, and I reserve the
balance of my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, July 10, 2017.
Hon. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On June 27, 2017, the
Committee on Natural Resources ordered reported as amended H.R. 289, the Guides and
Outfitters Act, by voice vote. The bill was
referred primarily to the Committee on Natural Resources, with an additional referral
to the Committee on Agriculture.
I ask that you allow the Committee on Agriculture to be discharged from further consideration of the bill so that it may be scheduled by the Majority Leader. This discharge
in no way affects your jurisdiction over the
subject matter of the bill, and it will not
serve as precedent for future referrals. In addition, should a conference on the bill be
necessary, I would support your request to
have the Committee on Agriculture represented on the conference committee. Finally, I would be pleased to include this letter and any response in the bill report filed
by the Committee on Natural Resources to
memorialize our understanding.
Thank you for your consideration of my
request and for the extraordinary cooperation shown by you and your staff over matters of shared jurisdiction. I look forward to
further opportunities to work with you this
Congress.
Sincerely,
ROB BISHOP.
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, July 10, 2017.
Hon. ROB BISHOP,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for the opportunity to review H.R. 289, the Guides and
Outfitters Act. As you are aware, the bill
was primarily referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources, while the Agriculture
Committee received an additional referral.
I recognize and appreciate your desire to
bring this legislation before the House in an
expeditious manner and, accordingly, I agree
to discharge H.R. 289 from further consideration by the Committee on Agriculture. I do
so with the understanding that by discharging the bill, the Committee on Agriculture does not waive any future jurisdictional claim on this or similar matters. Further, the Committee on Agriculture reserves
the right to seek the appointment of conferees, if it should become necessary.
I ask that you insert a copy of our exchange of letters into the Congressional
Record during consideration of this measure
on the House floor.
Thank you for your courtesy in this matter and I look forward to continued cooperation between our respective committees.
Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
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Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, this bill is an earnest
effort to improve the availability of
recreation permits on Federal lands.
Public lands support the thriving outdoor recreation economy, and many
small businesses partner with the Federal Government to provide a range of
visitor services.
The stated purpose of the bill is to
reduce permitting time and administrative hurdles faced by permit applications. We are open to the idea of approving the permit process to ensure
timely and transparent access to public
lands for recreation activities and
other special events. However, we are
concerned that some of the methods
used by the bill could lead to more
problems than they solve.
For example, section 2 creates a categorical exclusion for permits related
to activities that have been previously
considered through the National Environmental Policy Act process. Categorical exclusions are reserved for types of
activities that are determined to have
limited environmental impacts. They
are most commonly developed through
a rulemaking process which provides
for public comment and provides the
agency with the flexibility to determine when they are appropriate.
The Forest Service already stresses
the use of existing categorical exclusions for special recreation permits and
does what it can with available resources to speed up permit processing
times. It is unclear why this section is
necessary or appropriate.
If current categorical exclusions are
insufficient, Congress should encourage
a rulemaking process to address the inadequacies. While we have some concerns, this bill is a good first step, and
we would hope our concerns can be addressed in the Senate.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the input from my colleague from
Virginia, and we certainly want to
have this be a process that works well.
By delineating some of the categorical
exclusions, we just seek to make it
more usable, more user-friendly in that
sense. So I thank you for the support
on that.
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
my
California
(Mr.
MCCLINTOCK),
neighbor.
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H.R. 289,
the Guides and Outfitters—or GO—Act,
offered by my Natural Resources Committee colleague and my California
neighbor,
Congressman
DOUG
LAMALFA.
For many years, we have seen increasingly severe restrictions on the
public’s use of the public’s land. One of
the most galling aspects of this exclusionary policy is the use of exorbitant
fees to prevent many group events and
small business services that have often
been the economic mainstay of small
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mountain communities like those in
my district in the Sierra Nevada.
This abusive practice was made possible by the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement—or FLREA—Act in 2004.
It unleashed a flood of complex rules,
regulations, and court decisions that
have gradually increased the cost of
permit administration for the Forest
Service and for the Bureau of Land
Management, which these agencies, in
turn, have used as an excuse to raise
fees on the public to cost-prohibitive
levels.
For example, the California Endurance Riders Association have been
using the El Dorado National Forest
for many years. In 2009, when they
sought a simple 5-year, 10-event permit
to continue doing exactly what they
had been doing without incident for
decades, the Forest Service demanded
$11,000 in fees.
Well, they paid those fees. But the El
Dorado National Forest management,
nonetheless, pulled the approved permit and halted the process on utterly
specious grounds. It then demanded an
additional $17,000 fee, causing the Endurance Riders Association to cancel
what had been a long-term civic tradition that had been a boon to the local
economy.
In 2010, this outrage was repeated
after the group spent $5,800 for the
Fool’s Gold endurance run that had
been an ongoing event for more than 40
years.
Hardest hit are guides and outfitters,
the folks who make it possible for visitors to fully enjoy our national lands.
They are the small businesses that provide specialized knowledge, skills, and
equipment that new visitors just don’t
possess. Both the Forest Service and
the Bureau of Land Management have
used FLREA to require these small
businesses to pay for permit processing
and environmental analyses that require more than 50 hours.
These fees, along with complex planning requirements, have virtually shut
down so many legitimate and traditional public events and uses. Efforts
to encourage the agencies to modify
and streamline the process have failed,
even when those efforts were supported
by agency policy.
The GO Act is a long-overdue relief of
these practices. It amends FLREA to
streamline the recreation permitting
process and allow for increased public
access to recreational opportunities on
the Federal lands. The GO Act was
crafted in consultation with a wide variety of recreation groups throughout
the country, and it aims to reduce the
cost and complexity of these permits.
Mr. Speaker, I commend and personally thank Congressman LAMALFA for
listening to his constituents, the people of the Sierra Nevada, and to the
thousands of recreation service providers across the country who have
been begging Congress to make these
changes.
Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure.
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Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers to speak to this
issue, so I yield back the balance of my
time.
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the input by my colleague, Mr.
MCCLINTOCK, as well, who has lived this
in some of those same Sierra counties
we are talking about, and other areas
in the West. So we, again, are very encouraged by the bipartisan support, the
strong support coming out of committee, and that H.R. 289, the Guides
and Outfitters Act, is something that
will open the gateway to more enjoyment of our public lands without the
constraints, such as exorbitant, extraneous fees and permits that really
don’t yield any additional care for the
environment or care for the area with
people that are already good stewards.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 289, as
amended.
The question was taken; and (twothirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until approximately 6:30 p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 51 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
f

b 1830
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 36, PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN
CHILD PROTECTION ACT
Ms. CHENEY, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115–338) on the resolution (H.
Res. 548) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 36) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn children, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
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f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.
Votes will be taken in the following
order:
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H.R. 1547, by the yeas and nays;
H.R. 965, by the yeas and nays.
The first electronic vote will be conducted as a 15-minute vote. The remaining electronic vote will be conducted as a 5-minute vote.
f

UDALL PARK LAND EXCHANGE
COMPLETION ACT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The unfinished business is the vote on the motion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1547) to provide for the
unencumbering of title to non-Federal
land owned by the city of Tucson, Arizona, for purposes of economic development by conveyance of the Federal reversionary interest to the City, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0,
not voting 32, as follows:
[Roll No. 544]
YEAS—401
Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barragán
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Bustos
Byrne
Calvert
Capuano
Carbajal
Cárdenas
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
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Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Conyers
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davidson
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Ellison
Emmer
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes (KS)
Esty (CT)
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Evans
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guthrie
Hanabusa
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman

Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Luján, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry

McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Rutherford
Sánchez

Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Sinema
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Veasey
Vela
Velázquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—32
Bridenstine
Buchanan
Butterfield
Clarke (NY)
Collins (GA)
Connolly
Crist
Crowley
DeFazio
DesJarlais
Gutiérrez

Jenkins (KS)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Katko
Kihuen
Langevin
Long
Meng
Pearce
Richmond
Rohrabacher

Rosen
Ryan (OH)
Simpson
Sires
Soto
Titus
Tsongas
Vargas
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

b 1851
So (two-thirds being in the affirmative) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
Stated for:
Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall No. 544.
f

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF THE VICTIMS OF THE ATTACK IN LAS VEGAS
The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask
all present to rise for the purpose of a
moment of silence.
The Chair asks that the House now
observe a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the attack in Las
Vegas.
f

SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK REDESIGNATION
ACT
The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5minute voting will continue.
There was no objection.
The SPEAKER. The unfinished business is the vote on the motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
965) to redesignate the Saint-Gaudens
National Historic Site as the ‘‘SaintGaudens National Historical Park’’,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, as amended.
This is a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0,
not voting 32, as follows:

lotter on DSKBCFDHB2PROD with HOUSE

[Roll No. 545]
YEAS—401
Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barragán
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (MD)
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Brownley (CA)
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Bustos
Byrne
Calvert
Capuano
Carbajal
Cárdenas
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Conyers
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Costello (PA)
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Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davidson
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Ellison
Emmer
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes (KS)
Esty (CT)
Evans
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Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guthrie
Hanabusa
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
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Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Luján, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Roby
Roe (TN)
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Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Rush
Russell
Rutherford
Sánchez
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Sinema
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velázquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—32
Blumenauer
Bridenstine
Buchanan
Butterfield
Clarke (NY)
Connolly
Crist
Crowley
DeFazio
DesJarlais
Fudge

Gutiérrez
Jenkins (KS)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Katko
Kihuen
Long
Meadows
Meng
Pearce
Rohrabacher

Rosen
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
Simpson
Sires
Soto
Titus
Tsongas
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

b 1900
So (two-thirds being in the affirmative) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, on October 2nd,
on rollcall votes 544 and 545, I was not
present because I was tending to my community in Las Vegas, in the aftermath of the
deadliest mass shooting in United States history. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 544 and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
vote 545.
f

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH
ANNIVERSARY OF UNALAM
(Mr. FASO asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, today I rise to recognize
Unalam, a family-run lumber manufacturing business in Otsego County, New
York, which will celebrate its 125th anniversary this year on October 4.
Unalam is owned by the Van Cott
family, which has established a
multigenerational reputation of supporting our upstate farmers and small
businesses with quality lumber products and innovations.
Unalam’s journey began in 1892, when
J.W. Van Cott began selling lumber in
Unadilla, New York. Since then, each
generation has left its mark on the
family’s business. Unalam has become
a renowned firm for its expert production of glulam, or laminated timber
barn rafters.
Today, Unalam is headed by J.W.
Van Cott’s great-great-grandson, Craig
Van Cott, and his children, Zoe
Vandermeulen and Leif Van Cott.
I thank and congratulate the Van
Cott family as well as the past and
present employees of Unalam as they
celebrate this incredible milestone.
f

ADDRESSING GUN VIOLENCE
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, last
night we witnessed another unspeakable act of gun violence that took too
many innocent lives.
Today my heart breaks once again
for those victims of the Las Vegas
shooting and for the families whose
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lives have been irrevocably changed by
this terrible tragedy. Each of them is
in my prayers today.
Mr. Speaker, prayers alone are not
enough. We cannot, in good conscience,
sit idly by as innocent people continue
to die.
Mr. Speaker, there are reasonable
steps that we can take to make our
communities safer, things like limiting
high-capacity magazines and banning
assault weapons—weapons, by the way,
that are weapons of war and have no
business being on the streets in the
first place.
Mr. Speaker, we have a solemn responsibility as Members of Congress to
ensure that our communities are safe.
Let us honor the victims of the Las
Vegas shooting by doing something to
prevent such tragedies from happening
in the future.
f

MASSACRE IN LAS VEGAS
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as
the band played the latest country
western song, gunfire erupted from the
32nd floor window across the street.
Twenty minutes later, when the
shots stopped and the smoke cleared, 59
people were murdered and over 520 were
wounded.
The SWAT team quickly found the
hiding place of the evil villain, and as
they approached, the outlaw shot himself. Thus, he avoided a date with the
hangman. Justice occurred.
The casualties would have been much
worse but for quick action by members
of the crowd. People, including former
military and off-duty police officers,
helped hide and cover others while endangering their own lives.
The first responders, police, doctors,
emergency medical technicians quickly
tended to the wounded. These unnamed
quick responders, both civilian and law
enforcement, and medical, without regard to their own life, saved others.
The band had stopped playing music,
but the cries of the wounded and the
tears of the mourning continue, Mr.
Speaker. We must have prayers for Las
Vegas, and God bless them one and all.
And that is just the way it is.
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f

OBJECTING TO POLICY OF COLLECTING
SOCIAL
MEDIA
ACCOUNT INFORMATION OF NATURALIZED CITIZENS
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and prayers also go to
the victims of the Las Vegas shooting.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to address another subject that, unfortunately,
came up last week.
Mr. Speaker, as one of ten naturalized United States citizens in Congress,
I rise today to express strong objections to the Department of Homeland

VerDate Sep 11 2014

October 2, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

06:32 Oct 03, 2017

Jkt 079060

Security’s new policy to collect the social media account information of naturalized citizens.
In accordance with this new rule, the
DHS will include social media alongside basic information, such as biometrics, Social Security numbers, and
contact information in naturalization
records. This is unprecedented.
There is no evidence that tracking
social media accounts of naturalized
citizens will in any way make the
United States more secure.
Rather than target naturalized citizens, the President should work with
Congress to reform our immigration
system and ensure that all Americans,
natural born or naturalized, are able to
work, study, and pursue the American
Dream.
f

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF SHAW
CARTER
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the life of
Mr. Shaw Carter, who passed away on
August 9, 2017, at the age of 24.
Shaw was a rare individual who
touched the hearts of many people in
his life. He was a recent graduate of
Young Harris College in north Georgia,
and was a graduate assistant at the
University of Georgia, where he was
working on his master’s degree in public administration.
Born with a heart defect, he underwent three open heart surgeries before
his third birthday and had a heart
transplant before his 21st birthday.
Through the obstacles with his illnesses, he preserved and selflessly volunteered his time to uplift other kids
who had other severe medical issues.
For example, he volunteered over 200
hours for Mended Hearts at Northeast
Georgia Medical Center.
When he was awarded the Young Harris Spirit Award, he was described as
the ‘‘indefatigable Shaw Carter.’’ There
is no better way to describe him. He
will truly be missed.
f

WE MUST CONFRONT DOMESTIC
TERRORISM
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
with the humblest of hearts, I cannot
imagine the fear and the horror of
those who heard those violent sounds
late last night in Las Vegas, nor the
horror of family members who had to
wonder where their loved ones were or
are now calling numbers to discern
what happened.
One of my closest relatives was in
Las Vegas, and I can only imagine
what they went through, as I had the
great fear myself, not knowing where
and what.
I think the American people expect
us to mourn and to honor them and to
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have a moment of silence, but I believe
that the American people demand, and
should, and those families who are now
mourning, that we should be sensible.
Mr. Speaker, we should not ever put
on the floor of the House the deregulation of silencers. Can you imagine how
many more would have died if the perpetrator who had ten guns had a silencer?
We have to confront domestic terrorism. We can’t run away from it. We
have to confront automatic weapons no
matter what, where, and how.
My prayers are with the families, but
I think they demand, Mr. Speaker, action from this Congress.
f

RECOGNIZING
NATIONAL
DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month,
and it is a time when we celebrate the
numerous contributions and skills of
American workers with disabilities.
Many Americans with disabilities
struggle to find employment opportunities despite the wealth of skills they
have to offer. In 2016, only 27.7 percent
of working-age Americans with disabilities were employed.
More employers should recognize the
fresh perspectives and skills that these
men and women can add to an organization.
Workers with developmental disabilities tend to be reliable, dedicated, and
loyal employees with a positive attitude and a strong work ethic.
Right here on Capitol Hill, my office
participates in the Congressional Internship Program for Individuals with
Intellectual Disabilities. This program
is designed to give students with varying intellectual disabilities an opportunity to gain congressional work experience, and it has been rewarding for
everyone involved.
Mr. Speaker, hiring an individual
who has a disability can have a profound impact on their life. They experience the independence, economic selfsufficiency, pride, and community that
come with a job.
These individuals promote workforce
diversity and can truly enhance the
workplace for the better.
f

WITH GUN RIGHTS COMES
RESPONSIBILITIES
(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, my
heart goes out to the victims and the
families impacted by the horrific
shooting in Las Vegas. Gun violence is
a public health crisis that has claimed
thousands of innocent lives, and we
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must do everything we can to address
it.
Mr. Speaker, the American people
are tired of being outraged, of sending
thoughts and prayers, of seeing men,
women, and children die because the
gun lobby puts profit over people. That
is not what our Founders intended by
the right to bear arms.
With rights come responsibilities: the
responsibility to stop gun sales loopholes, to enact protections that make
sure our kids and those with severe
mental illnesses don’t have access to
guns, to address funding for mental
health, and to oppose any efforts to
make it easier to purchase silencers.
Mr. Speaker, 87 percent of gunowners
and 74 percent of NRA members support those commonsense solutions, like
criminal background checks.
I have a plea for gunowners across
this country: urge the NRA to represent your views; show them that you
mean business by speaking out or even
terminating your NRA membership;
show them that you care about your
fellow Americans. Act now. Enough is
enough.

f

b 1915

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH
(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and all who have
been affected by this terrible disease.
Each October we take time to raise
awareness about the threat breast cancer poses to women and men throughout the country and the world.
Studies show that one in eight
women across the Nation will be diagnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime and that more than 249,000 people
in the United States are diagnosed
each year. Roughly 1 percent of those
are men.
This month, it is not only imperative
that we reflect upon all who are affected by breast cancer, but that we
also take action to fight against it.
Today I would like to recognize a
courageous constituent, friend, and
cancer survivor, Karen Newton. Earlier
this year, I played in the Congressional
Women’s Softball Game in honor of
Karen’s triumph over breast cancer.
Karen is a vibrant testament to the
fact that strides we make in medicine
are helping cancer patients and their
loved ones, though I don’t think she is
a very good driver.
Whether it is wearing pink to raise
awareness or offering support to a
brave person who is fighting this disease, in October, let’s all join together
to fight to end breast cancer.

f
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Last night, more than 58 people were
tragically murdered and over 500
wounded in a senseless act of violence
in Las Vegas, Nevada.
The murderer was found to have 20
guns, including at least one automatic
rifle. No person should be allowed to
possess a weapon that makes indiscriminately killing human beings easier.
It just baffles me that some of my
colleagues don’t agree with that basic
premise. Not only do they not agree
with sensible gun control measures
like background checks and no fly, no
buy, they won’t even allow public research dollars to be used to research
gun control and gun violence.
Until Congress acts to make it harder for dangerous people to acquire
these types of weapons, tragedies like
this will continue to happen.
How many more people have to die?
How much more blood must be shed
before Congress decides to act?
Moments of silence and sympathy
and prayers from Members of this body
are not enough anymore. The time has
come to act. We must act now.

f

CANCER LINK CELEBRATES 30
YEARS
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to celebrate the 30th anniversary
of Cancer Link, an amazing volunteer
organization dedicated to finding a
cure for breast cancer and assisting
those in south Florida whose lives have
been impacted by this disease.
Cancer Link was founded in 1987 by a
small group of 10 Miami women who
wanted to spread awareness about
breast cancer after suffering the devastating loss of a friend. In the years
since, this wonderful organization has
grown into an impactful volunteer
group that has supported essential
breast cancer research at the Sylvester
Cancer Center in Miami, Florida.
The volunteers at Cancer Link have
also helped provide essential community healthcare programs that ensure
that healthcare for breast cancer treatment is accessible to every woman in
our community.
Congratulations again to all who
have been a part of Cancer Link
throughout the years, and thank you
for 30 years of service to our community.
CONGRESS NEEDS TO MAKE IT
HARDER FOR DANGEROUS PEOPLE
TO
ACQUIRE
ASSAULT
WEAPONS
(Ms. SÁNCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great sorrow and anger.
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f

CONGRESS MUST PROVIDE RELIEF
TO PUERTO RICO
(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because American citizens are
suffering in Puerto Rico. Twelve days
after Hurricane Maria made landfall,
more than half of the island’s residents
are still without running water.
Low-income communities have been
hit especially hard. They are trying to
survive through unsafe and unsanitary
conditions, where the basics of life can
be impossible to find.
After an earthquake struck Haiti in
2010, I was proud to see that America
deployed every available resource the
very next day at the crack of dawn to
help out. But I wonder why the same
response wasn’t deployed to help Americans in Puerto Rico.
I call on the administration and Congress to ensure that Puerto Rico receives the emergency aid it needs now
so we don’t lose more American lives
to the storm.
Congress must also provide real relief
and aid to our brothers and sisters
there. The situation in Puerto Rico is
dire, and our fellow Americans are
counting on us to act now.
f

SUPPORTING THE PAIN-CAPABLE
UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION ACT
(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I, along
with all of our American citizens, recoil today at the senseless and evil
mayhem and killing that went on in
Las Vegas. We pray for the families of
those whose lives were lost, as well as
those who are injured and suffering
right now.
I, along with, I am sure, many Americans, recoil at senseless abuse of innocent animals that we love and we
enjoy. But I wonder how many of us
also recoil at the senseless abuse and
murder of innocent babies in the womb.
I stand here today to support the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act, H.R. 36. I support it because it is
backed by science. It protects the unborn from suffering. It saves innocent
lives. It promotes American values,
values that made this country great,
that understand the sanctity of life and
the beauty of our creator’s evidence in
this world today in human beings.
I ask my colleagues to join with me
and many others this week as we support H.R. 36, and we say to our creator
and our God: Thank you for innocent
life itself, and may it be preserved and
protected.
f

WE HAVE GOT TO DO SOMETHING
TO STOP MASS SHOOTINGS IN
AMERICA
(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, when will
it end? When will the carnage end? How
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many more times are we going to have
to turn on our televisions or our
phones or get a text message to talk
about some other mass shooting in
America?
We have got to do something to stop
this now.
There is no reason that someone like
the killer should have automatic weapons or semiautomatic weapons.
I believe people have legitimate reasons to have guns, but not legitimate
reasons to have automatic weapons to
mow down so many innocent people.
And it will happen again and again and
again, because we refuse to do anything to have sensible gun control in
this country.
My heart goes out to the families,
but thoughts and prayers are not
enough. A moment of silence in the
House is not enough. We need to do
something now to have sensible gun
control laws; otherwise, these words
ring hollow.
This country is hurting, and guns are
doing it, guns in the hands of wrong
people.
Again, guns for hunters, guns to keep
people safe, I am not opposed to that,
but I certainly am opposed to automatic weapons. Nobody needs automatic weapons. They are weapons of
war, and they should not be in the
hands of anybody who is unstable.
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f

CONGRATULATING HARLEY DREW
ON HIS RETIREMENT
(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate my friend, the
beloved Augusta radio host Harley
Drew, on his recent retirement. He is
one of the most successful and longest
tenured radio personalities in the history of Georgia broadcasting.
Harley was born at Fort Gordon,
Georgia, and has always called Waynesboro, Georgia, home.
He became interested in radio and
electronics at the age of nine, and got
a part-time job at WBRO in Waynesboro at the age of 14, where he worked
full time after graduating from high
school.
Harley moved to Augusta in 1962 to
help put WFNL on the air. I can remember in my high school days listening to ‘‘Handsome Harley Drew’’ on
WBBQ, as he was known for playing
the all-time best oldies.
He is also a past recipient of Augusta’s Best Radio Personality award from
Augusta Magazine, was given the Louis
Harris Award by the West Augusta Rotary, and has received numerous State
and national awards for programming
excellence.
Harley was a founding board member
of the Georgia Radio Hall of Fame and
also served as its vice president. In
honor of his career achievements, he
was inducted into the Georgia Radio
Hall of Fame in 2011.
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Harley anchored Augusta’s morning
news on WGAC until his retirement
last Friday, September 29, 2017.
Harley, congratulations on a remarkable career.
f

GIVE BLOOD TO HONOR THOSE
AFFECTED IN LAS VEGAS
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
need to add any more adjectives or an
official statement about what happened in Las Vegas last night. It has
been said: horrific.
What I would like to add is that we
see examples of people pulling together
to help each other that isn’t reported
very much. In this horrific thing, giving thanks to the SWAT team who was
able to put down that shooter without
making it even worse, the emergency
personnel, people helping each other
get out of the way, hop over a fence,
whatever it took, and the people who
are so highly impacted in the hospitals
around Las Vegas right now making
heroic efforts, trying to keep up with
the flow there, these are things we
should dwell on.
Pray for those who are gone, who are
injured, who are on life support right
now. Console those who are around
them. And an action item we can all do
wherever you are: give blood. I do, sixgallon club—not to brag, but it is important.
I ask all of you, if you have never
thought of it before, because only a
couple percent of Americans do, think
about it now, and go do it. It doesn’t
hurt: just a little pinprick here to test
your blood, and just a little needle
right here to take that all-important
pint.
Just the other day, our friend STEVE
SCALISE, it is a miracle he was here on
this floor. It was a miracle he got off
that ballfield, because he had 18 pints,
units of blood waiting for him there, a
miracle he was able to even walk out of
that emergency room.
Give blood. It makes a big difference.
f

PROTECTING THE UNBORN
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARRETT). Under the Speaker’s announced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the designee of the majority leader.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow the House of Representatives will vote on the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, and before
that occurs, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to
come to the floor tonight and just remind all of us that the United States of
America is, indeed, a unique nation
that is premised on the foundation that
we are all created equal and that each
of us is endowed by our creator with
the unalienable right to live.
But 2 years ago, Mr. Speaker, numerous video recordings were released that
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incontrovertibly documented corporate
officers and employees of Planned Parenthood casually discussing their
rampant practice of harvesting and
selling the little body parts from many
of the hundreds of thousands of innocent babies they are guilty of killing in
their abortion clinics across this Nation every year.
b 1930
Now, these videos irrefutably reveal
officers of Planned Parenthood haggling over the price of these little organs and body parts and casually describing ways of killing these little babies, often using much more painful
methods, like partial-birth abortion, to
make sure that the saleable organs of
these
little
babies
remained
undamaged.
One of these videos described an incident where one of Planned Parenthood’s employees calls one of the
younger employees over to witness
something that was ‘‘kind of cool;’’
that one of those baby’s hearts was
still beating. The older employee said:
‘‘Okay. This is really a good fetus, and
it looks like we can procure a lot from
it. We are going to procure a brain.’’
Then, using scissors, together the
two employees, starting at the baby’s
chin, cut upward through the center of
this child’s face and then pulled out
the baby’s little brain and placed it in
a container where it could later be
sold.
Mr. Speaker, I find it so crushingly
sad that the only time this little baby
was ever held by anyone in his very
short life was by those who cut his face
open to take his brain.
Have we forgotten that, not so long
ago, authorities entered the clinic of
Dr. Kermit Gosnell, and there they
found a torture chamber for little babies that defies, within the constraints
of the English language, any description. The grand jury, at that time, reported: ‘‘Dr. Kermit Gosnell had a simple solution for unwanted babies. He
killed them. He didn’t call it that. He
called it ensuring fetal demise. The
way he ensured fetal demise was by
sticking scissors in the back of the
baby’s neck and cutting the spinal
cord. He called it snipping. Over the
years,
there
were
hundreds
of
snippings.’’
Ashley Baldwin, one of Dr. Gosnell’s
employees, said she saw babies breathing, and she described one as 2 feet
long, that no longer had eyes or a
mouth, but were, in her words, making
like, this ‘‘screeching noise.’’ And she
said it ‘‘sounded like a little alien.’’
For God’s sake, Mr. Speaker, this
can’t be who we truly are. The fact is
that more than 18,000 late-term, paincapable, unborn children were torturously killed, without anesthesia, in
America in just the last year. Many of
them cried and screamed as they died,
but because it was amniotic fluid going
over the vocal cords, we couldn’t hear
them. It is the worst human rights
atrocity in the United States of America.

E:\CR\FM\K02OC7.035

H02OCPT1

lotter on DSKBCFDHB2PROD with HOUSE

October 2, 2017

Now, I know that many of those on
this floor and the American media will
hold to the standard line and try to
cloak all of this in the name of freedom
of choice; but I would beg them, Mr.
Speaker, to open their hearts and ask
themselves what is so liberating about
brutally and painfully dismembering
living, helpless little human babies.
In spite of all the political noise, protecting these little, helpless, pain-capable, unborn children and their mothers is not a Republican issue, and it is
not a Democrat issue. It is a basic test
of our basic humanity and who we are
as a human family.
Mr. Speaker, the sands of time
should blow over this Capitol dome before we ever give Planned Parenthood
one more dime of taxpayer money. And
in the name of humanity, Democrat
Senators should not be allowed to filibuster the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act in the Senate because
passing it would prevent the vast majority of these ongoing evil acts of torture against helpless, little, pain-capable human babies that these videos
have now shown so clearly to the entire world.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), one of
the greatest pro-life champions in the
history of the United States and a precious friend.
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding, for his passion, for his courage, and for authoring the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, and
for doing so so informed. TRENT
FRANKS has been an incredible defender
of life, and I want to thank him for his
leadership on this extraordinarily important human rights piece of legislation.
Mr. Speaker, overwhelming majorities of Americans, some 60 to 64 percent, according to the pollsters, support legal protection for pain-capable
unborn children.
Today, we know that unborn babies
not only die but suffer excruciating
pain during dismemberment abortions,
a cruelty that rips arms and legs off of
helpless children.
A former abortionist, Dr. Anthony
Levatino, testified before Congress, before TRENT FRANKS’ committee. Here is
a man who has performed 1,200 abortions, over 100 late-term abortions up
to 24 weeks; and he said, and I quote in
part: ‘‘Imagine if you can that you are
a pro-choice obstetrician/gynecologist
like I was.’’ Using a sopher 13 clamp
with rows of ridges or teeth, ‘‘grasp
anything you can’’ inside the womb.
‘‘Once you’ve grasped something inside, squeeze on the clamp to set the
jaws and pull hard, really hard. You
feel something let go and out pops a
fully formed leg about 6 inches long.
Reach in again’’—he goes on—‘‘and
grasp anything you can and out pops
an arm.’’
He noted that a ‘‘second trimester
D&E abortion is a blind procedure.’’ So
he says: ‘‘Reach in again and again and
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again with that clamp and tear out the
spine, intestines, heart, and lungs.’’
Mr. Speaker, even swing vote Justice
Anthony Kennedy, in his dissent in the
Stenberg v. Carhart decision, said
about dismemberment abortions: ‘‘The
fetus, in many cases, dies just as a
human adult or child would: It bleeds
to death as it is torn limb from limb.
The fetus can be alive at the beginning
of the dismemberment process and can
survive for a time while its limbs are
being torn off.’’
Mr. Speaker, even if pain wasn’t
present, dismembering a child is violence against children, and it is inhumane. But these babies actually suffer
in this process.
Dr. Robert White, professor of neurosurgery at Case Western Reserve, has
said an unborn child at 20 weeks’ gestation ‘‘is fully capable of experiencing
pain . . . without question, abortion is
a dreadfully painful experience. . . .’’
Dr. Anand wrote, and he is an expert
on pain: ‘‘The human fetus possesses
the ability to experience pain from 20
weeks’ gestation. . . .’’ He points out
that it is even worse for an unborn
child at that time period because ‘‘the
highest density of pain receptors per
square inch of skin in human development occurs in utero from 20 to 30
weeks’ gestation. Thus, a fetus at 20 to
32 weeks’ gestation would experience a
much more intense pain than older infants or children or adults.’’ We have
known this for some time, Mr. Speaker.
In 2006, I authored the Unborn Child
Pain Awareness Act that garnered 250
votes in favor—including 40 Democrats—to 162 against. I remember
thinking on that day of the vote: How
can anyone refuse to make child pain
information part of an informed consent?
Congressman TRENT FRANKS has authored four—count them, four—extraordinarily important human rights
bills over the years to actually protect
pain-capable babies in Federal law
from the violence of abortion, including the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act that passed the House
in 2013 and again in 2015. Tragically,
President Obama vowed to veto this
child protection legislation, and the
Senate failed to pass it.
However, this year, we have a President who said, and he put out a Statement of Administration Policy: You
present this legislation to me, and I
will sign it.
Finally, not only will babies be protected by TRENT FRANKS’ law at 5
months, and the pain suffered by these
babies will be averted, but H.R. 36 requires that a late abortion, permitted
under very limited circumstances, provide ‘‘the best opportunity for the unborn child to survive’’ and that ‘‘a second physician trained in neonatal resuscitation’’ be ‘‘present and prepared
to provide care to the child’’ to the
same degree as the Born-Alive Infants
Protection Act of 2002 prescribed.
Following the care required to be
rendered, the born-alive child shall im-
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mediately be transported and admitted
to a hospital.
Sixteen States have passed legislation that resembles this important legislation that we will have before us on
this House floor.
My good friend and colleague talked
about Dr. Gosnell. Four years ago, Dr.
Gosnell was convicted of murder, conspiracy to kill, and involuntary manslaughter, and sentenced to life imprisonment.
Even though the news of Gosnell’s
child slaughter was largely suppressed
by the mainstream media, many of my
colleagues may remember that Gosnell
operated a large Philadelphia abortion
clinic where women died and countless
babies were dismembered, all gruesome
procedures causing excruciating pain
to the victim.
This is a humane bill, a major human
rights bill, and, again, I want to thank
my great friend and colleague for his
leadership. It is extraordinary.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER).
Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman, my dear friend
and colleague, Mr. TRENT FRANKS, who
is certainly a champion of our time in
standing up for life, for our national
defense, and has a heart so big that
comes through in everything he does.
And certainly, tonight, I think we see
the gentleman’s heart for unborn children, certainly at the beginning of 6
months of age, who deserve to live.
The gentleman’s bill, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, also
known as Micah’s Law, will do that,
and I urge all of my colleagues to support it tomorrow.
But tonight, Mr. Speaker, I want to
share with you a heartwarming story
that puts a face to what we are talking
about. It is one thing to say 20 weeks
old, a baby, unborn baby, but it is another thing to look at the picture of
Micah Pickering—and his picture is up
there, as well as up front.
Micah Pickering was born at 20
weeks’ gestation. He was born at the
age of which we are talking about that
you are trying to say we should not
allow for abortions at this stage because they can live, and Micah is a living example of that.
You know, I want to share a little bit
about what his mother shared about
his story, with Micah, her son. His
mother’s name is Danielle, and she recalled that when Micah was born, he
cried twice immediately, and that was
music to her ears and contrary to the
worst case scenarios for which Micah’s
parents were bracing.
This is what Danielle talked about
during those first few moments. She
said: ‘‘The second I was able to meet
Micah changed my life. He was so
small. I didn’t know what to expect.
Would he look normal? Could I bond
with this baby? Those questions were a
mess in my head as I was wheeled into
his room 2 hours after his birth. The
sight I saw was a perfectly formed
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baby.’’ At 20 weeks, at the beginning of
6 months, she says he was a perfectly
formed baby.
‘‘Lots of tubes and monitors all set
up to be an artificial womb to this
baby born too soon. My husband and I
stood there just staring at this beautiful little boy who we were told we
couldn’t hold, as the skin was so sensitive it would hurt him. We were told
we could press lightly on the skin, so
we each put our hand near him.
‘‘He’’—the baby, Micah—‘‘reached up
and held our fingers. This was the
strongest grasp I would ever feel. I
never knew how strong a baby was
until that moment. He had a powerful
grip on our hands and now’’—has a
powerful grip on—‘‘our hearts.’’
This little miracle baby spent 4
months in intensive care. He underwent heart surgery 2 weeks after birth,
weighing a little over a pound. He was
on a ventilator for a while. He was on
morphine to ease the pain, and this was
the size of the diaper that he wore.
b 1945
Isn’t that incredible?
But he wore a diaper that size, and
this little preemie, when he was born,
he was the size of an M&M package. It
is hard to believe that a baby could be
that small and live, but that is about
the size of a baby at this age, 20 weeks
old, the beginning of 6 months, and he
lived. His name is Micah. Now he is a
healthy, energetic kindergarten student.
Micah’s story is beautiful. It is a miracle. And we thank God for Micah’s
fighting spirit, for his parents’ unwavering love for their son, and for the
team of doctors, nurses, surgeons, and
medical professionals who tended to
Micah during those first few months.
But the point about Micah is he puts
a face on this that, from the moment of
conception to the birth of a child, the
growth and development of the baby is
miraculous. With advances in medical
science, we can better understand what
is happening at each stage of development.
When these little babies are just 4
weeks old, the basics of their nervous
system are developed. By 8 weeks after
fertilization, the unborn child reacts to
touch. After 20 weeks, and that is the
age of the gentleman’s bill, the unborn
child reacts to stimuli that would be
recognized as painful if applied to an
adult human, for example, by recoiling.
We know that by the 20th week, the
beginning of the sixth month, unborn
babies, children the same age as Micah
when he was born, respond to painful
stimuli by flinching and jerking, just
like you and I would if we were burned
or hurt in some way.
Micah’s parents were told that they
could not hold their little son, that it
would be too painful for the newborn.
But babies at this stage are actually
hyperresponsive to pain since the neurological features that inhibit or regulate pain sensations do not develop
until much later in pregnancy.
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Certainly, these babies should not
undergo this pain and, certainly, not
have to have their life snuffed out
through abortion. When a mother and
her unborn baby undergo a surgical
procedure, doctors give fetal pain
medication, or fetal anesthesia to the
baby so that he or she does not feel the
procedure. This is common practice. It
is common sense.
The legislation before the House tomorrow will ensure that unborn children are not subjected to the excruciating pain of being euthanized in the
womb. And this is where I wish the
story could end, that all children be
given a fighting chance like Micah. But
that is not the case for too many children whose lives are taken from them
before they can take their first breath.
Late-term abortion procedures, abortions performed on babies 20 weeks and
later in pregnancies, are graphic, detestable, and, tragically, allowed in
this country.
In a dissent opinion that Representative SMITH just shared, and I want to
share it again, Justice Kennedy offered
the insight into this grizzly practice.
He said: ‘‘The fetus, in many cases, dies
just as a human adult or born child
would: it bleeds to death as it is torn
limb from limb.’’
Aborted, unborn babies endure unspeakable pain in the most horrific
manner possible. Knowing that innocent 20-week babies acutely experience
pain and endure inhuman dismemberment or poisoning should be enough to
pierce each of our hearts and prick our
sensibilities.
Micah’s Law, the legislation that
would protect the lives of unborn children halfway through pregnancy because of their ability to feel pain, is
our call to action.
In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to leave you with the words of Micah’s
mom as she watched her tiny infant
grow into the child he is today, and it
speaks to the potential of every one of
these children that we hope from now
on will have a chance to live like
Micah. She said: ‘‘He still had his eyes
fused shut. You could see his chest vibrate from the ventilators. It was
heartbreaking. Here was a boy who we
would see get to take his first sneeze,
his first smile. We would get to see the
hiccups from the outside. We would
watch his eyes slowly unfuse. We would
watch his hair grow in and we would
watch his body develop. It was indescribably the most joyful time of our
life.’’
So as we anticipate tomorrow’s historic vote, I ask my colleagues to lend
their support for Micah and thousands
of children just like him who want to
live, who want to experience life, and
who have so much to give.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON.)
I am very grateful that you are here
tonight, sir.
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Congressmen FRANKS,
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SMITH, HARTZLER, KING, and all of the
others, all of my colleagues who have
spent so many years working for the
sanctity of every human life in this
Chamber. For nearly 20 years, I have
been working to defend the sanctity of
every human life in the courts, and
that brings us here today.
You and I have talked about this
many times that it is our Nation’s
birth certificate, the Declaration of
Independence, which states so succinctly what has been known as the
American creed. And in that creed, as
articulated in the second paragraph of
the Declaration—we know the language well—‘‘We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their creator with certain unalienable
rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’’
The reason the Founders recognized
that fundamental freedom, the right to
life, and recognized it first is because it
is so essential to who we are as human
beings. The reason the Founders recognized that and sought to put it first is
because they understood, they acknowledged, that we are made in the
image of a Holy God. We are made in
the image of that creator who gave us
those rights. And because of that,
every single human life has inestimable dignity and value.
And are values not related in any
way to our socioeconomic status, the
color of our skin, where we went to
school, what we make for a living,
what we can contribute to society, our
talents, how good-looking we are—totally irrelevant. Our value is inherent
because it is given to us by our creator.
So tomorrow, because of your hard
work, we have a landmark opportunity
with the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act. I am proud to stand in
support of that bill and to assist as a
cosponsor and to encourage all of our
colleagues to support this important
legislation.
Why do we do this? Because, as has
been mentioned, at 20 weeks’ gestation,
a baby is developed enough to live and
grow outside the womb, and at 20
weeks, a baby can feel pain. Yet, in the
United States, we remain one of only
seven nations on the planet—including
North Korea and China, I might add—
that allows abortions after 20 weeks. It
is a practice that kills thousands of innocent babies each year, as we know.
A law that allows someone to end the
life of an unborn baby when that child
can live outside the womb and feel the
pain inflicted by this violent procedure
is simply unconscionable. These procedures can be fatal not only for the
child, by the way, but for the mother,
as well, because abortion performed
later in the pregnancy puts the mother
at greater risk.
We have to pass this bill to ensure
that America leads in the fight to protect the most vulnerable among us. All
life is precious, and this bill protects
the life of the mother and that of the
unborn child.
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For those reasons, I urge my colleagues to stand with us in support of
this important legislation and to join
us in the efforts to defend the defenseless.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I so sincerely thank the gentleman.
I yield to the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. KING), my precious friend.
Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Arizona for
yielding to me, and I appreciate the
years that we have sat elbow to elbow
on the Judiciary Committee and on the
Constitution and Civil Justice Subcommittee and have done the battle for
life. What I am reflecting here, tonight,
is the sequence of pro-life leaders that
I have had the privilege to walk these
floors and halls with.
When TRENT FRANKS and I arrived at
this Congress, Henry Hyde had the
lead, and he did so many glorious
things to lay the foundation for life
now. CHRIS SMITH was there at his side
the full time that I was here, and then
Joe Pitts.
I want to remember Joe Pitts, as
well, and TRENT FRANKS. So I put those
four gentlemen in a category of the
leaders in this movement here on the
floor of the House of Representatives. I
remain counting those moments precious that I have to serve and work on
this cause with each of you.
This bill that we will bring to the
floor tomorrow on a rules vote and a
final passage vote will pass this floor of
the House of Representatives—I have
every confidence that it will—and it
will be messaged over to the Senate.
There is a lot of work that has been put
into this, the 16 States that have
passed the legislation that is similar to
H.R. 36, Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act.
I just add that, when Mr. JOHNSON
mentioned the seven countries that
allow for an elective abortion after 20
weeks, of course, the United States;
the other six—he mentioned a couple of
them—North Korea, China, which will
impose forceable abortions on mothers,
that cruel and heinous activity, Vietnam, Singapore, Netherlands, and Canada. I think Canada might have been
affected with the United States along
the way. The Netherlands is one of the
more liberal countries in the world.
And this list is not a list that I want
the United States of America on. I
want us out. I want to be able to send
this message that a baby who has a
chance at survival at 20 weeks of development from conception, that at 20
weeks, that precious little baby that
VICKY HARTZLER so well described in
her presentation here, 65 percent of
premature babies born in the range of
22 to 26 weeks will survive—65 percent.
We all know one or two of those little
babies who are walking around. I ran
into a friend after church a couple of
weeks ago at the grocery store who I
hadn’t seen in several years, and I
asked him how his son was doing.
And I am not going to use names
here on purpose.
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I asked him how his son was doing.
He said: Oh, he is doing fine. He is 30
years old now. He has got a great job
out there. He has got a family. I have
got grandchildren.
All things were wonderful. He knew
why I asked him, because we were
doing a job that he was on back then
when that little premature boy was
born 21 or 22 weeks old. When he came
back from 2 weeks of sitting next to
that child where he could come back
home again and go to work because he
now had a good chance that that little
boy would be able to survive, I said: We
will spend all kinds of money, won’t
we? We will do anything. We will go to
any length to keep a child alive who is
born premature.
A child that is born at 20 weeks, 21
weeks, 22, 23, 24, 26 weeks, there is no
expense that we will spare ourselves
from because that life, we know, is so
precious.
Well, the life in the womb is as precious as the life out of the womb, and
the pain that that child feels at 20
weeks, 22 weeks, 24 weeks. But this little boy—he remembered what I said to
him that day. I said: You are doing everything to save this little child’s life,
but when you go into the polls and
vote, you are going to vote on the
other side of that issue like you always
have.
And he called me a name that day,
kind of like the President did some of
the NFL players, but he remembered
exactly what I had said to him 30-some
years ago. And he said: You know, you
really straightened me out that day—
because I gave him my remarks on
that.
Now, that is a change in heart and a
change in minds. America has undergone a change in heart and a change in
minds. In fact, I stepped into a member
of my staff’s office here just last Friday, and the frame of the ultrasound of
his firstborn is there, and it has been
there for 9 years beside his desk. That
little child, that little child they first
bonded with him by looking at the
ultrasound.
That little child, by the way, is my
godson.
So each one of these lives are so utterly precious, and we are not going to
stop. We are going to defend every life
we can. We are going to protect every
life we can. We are going to do the
right thing that we can for the babies
that we can save. Meanwhile, this goes
on the conscience of America when we
fall short.
But we are going to fall short tomorrow. We are going to succeed. We are
going to find a way to move this legislation and others through the House
and through the Senate to a President’s desk who will sign that legislation.
When we contemplate the litigation
that is bound to take place—because
there are people that are dug in deeply
on promoting and defending abortion—
we are going to have a new Supreme
Court. One more appointment to that
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Court and we will get this past them,
and a number of other pieces of legislation as well.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Arizona for his attention, his
years of work on this very precious
cause, and all of the rest who have
done so much to step up and defend
these lives. I am looking forward to tomorrow. There should be a great shout
of joy coming off the floor of the House
of Representatives.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS), my very good friend.
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I express
my gratitude and thanks to my colleague and good friend, TRENT FRANKS,
for yielding and for his leadership and
tireless work on behalf of the unborn.
Congressman FRANKS’ fight to save
each and every life is one that we
should all be championing, and I am
proud and pleased to be standing by his
side today. I am grateful that I have
had the opportunity to fight for the unborn in venues around the world at various multilateral institutions standing
on behalf of the unborn.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a proud
cosponsor in support of H.R. 36, the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act. If signed into law, this legislation
will prohibit abortions starting at 20
weeks, almost 5 months, in all 50
States.
The pro-abortion lobby will tell you
to disregard the rights of unborn children, but science shows that they are
just as human as you and I. In fact,
emerging science has proven that babies feel pain inside the womb as early
as 20 weeks old.
In cases of fetal surgeries occurring
after the 20-week mark, anesthesia is
regularly administered to the fetus to
protect against fetal pain. Doctors
have also experienced babies born prematurely at or near 20 weeks who experience pain in the same way that a fullterm baby or an adult would.
It is inhumane to subject these innocent beings to that gruesome practice
of abortion, knowing full well that
they will feel every painful moment.
b 2000
Mr. Speaker, I think about my own
children and how excited my wife and I
were throughout her pregnancies. Even
without today’s developed science, we
knew that our children were special,
that they were alive, that they were
helpless, and that we had the responsibility for their safety and well-being in
the womb. We never would have intentionally caused pain or harm to any of
our unborn children.
But by allowing this practice to continue, we are not only torturing these
helpless babies who will be dismembered limb by limb, we are also
ending their lives. They will never realize their God-given potential on this
Earth. They will never be mothers,
wives, husbands, and fathers. They will
never be siblings. They will never be
able to fulfill the measure of their creation. Their last memory will be filled
with great agony and distress.
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Mr. Speaker, there is nothing that we
do in Congress that will have efficacy if
we choose to fail to protect the most
innocent among us. If, at the very
least, we cannot defend those who feel
pain, then we are unworthy to lead this
Nation.
We have a great responsibility and
charge to protect these children, and
we will not fail them. Please vote
‘‘yes’’ tomorrow.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his remarks.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS), and
I thank him for coming to the floor tonight.
Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Arizona and all those who have spoken,
obviously, so emotionally and so passionately about protecting the unborn.
Mr. Speaker, I am a proud cosponsor
of H.R. 36. I am a strong believer in the
sanctity of life. I believe each and
every person, born and unborn, is a
child of God.
Our children are our future and a gift
to all of us, and respecting the right to
life is one of the strongest values we
hold as Americans. That is why I come
to the floor today to urge my colleagues to support the Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act, which
would stop late-term abortions.
Studies have shown that unborn children can feel pain in the womb 20
weeks after pregnancy, an agonizing
fact with disturbing indications that
we know that this is a gruesome act
against the unborn.
As a proud father of three, we know,
when those babies come into this
world, that their cries are cries of joy;
it is a cry of life. That is what we are
protecting. No child of God should be
subjected to the torturous pain that
comes as a result of a late-term abortion.
Mr. Speaker, it is clear that my constituents sent me to Washington to
promote a culture and respect for life.
They know as well as I do that it is
vital for us to fight for those who have
no voice and cannot be heard.
This bill shows the world that America will stand up to protect the most
vulnerable amongst us. I strongly urge
my colleagues to support the passage
of the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.
Let this Congress and the vote of
each and every Member be known as
the one who stood up for life by speaking out against the horrors of abortion.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his remarks.
It is now my honor to yield to the
honorable gentlewoman from South
Dakota (Mrs. NOEM).
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding and for his leadership on this piece of legislation,
which will, quite literally, save lives. I
am so grateful that we are having this
debate on the House floor at this point.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

October 2, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

06:32 Oct 03, 2017

Jkt 079060

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act. I believe that
every life, including an unborn baby’s
life, has dignity and value. But more
than 40 years ago, the Supreme Court
handed down a decision in direct contradiction to those principles.
In the decades since, I have joined
with many families and my colleagues
in the House and many across the Nation fighting to undo the damage that
has been done. We have got a long way
to go in this country, but the passage
of H.R. 36 would be a step in the right
direction.
A strong and growing body of medical research provides evidence that
pain receptors develop in unborn babies
at no later than 20 weeks. Medical professionals have testified about seeing
babies that age recoil from painful
stimuli. Others have been able to measure increases in stress hormones when
babies inside the womb are subjected to
pain.
If fetal surgery is performed, that
baby is given anesthesia in many cases
to shield them from the pain of surgery. Yet our Nation’s laws allow for
these babies to endure the pain of a
life-ending abortion. It is absolutely
heartbreaking.
My husband and I knew that our lives
had completely changed the minute
that we heard our oldest daughter’s
heartbeat. I will never forget that moment. I hope that she knows how proud
we are of the generous and compassionate person that she has grown up
to become. She has grown up quickly,
and I love to think back about those
days when she was still a little girl and
when she wasn’t much taller than I.
We read a lot back then. We read
books. We read the Bible. One of her favorite books was Dr. Seuss’ book,
‘‘Horton Hears a Who!’’ which says: ‘‘A
person is a person no matter how
small.’’ Each time we read that line, I
thought back to those first moments
when I heard her muffled heartbeats
and thought about Kassidy and
thought about ‘‘a person is a person no
matter how small.’’
I had that blessed moment three different times with my three different
children, and I pray every day that
each and every baby’s heartbeat would
be heard by parents who understand
the gift that that life is from our God
who loves them dearly.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
defend the smallest among us this
week and pass H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act. I
thank the gentleman for his leadership.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I sincerely thank the gentlewoman
for her remarks.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN).
Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my colleague from
Arizona’s bill, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, as well as
the rights of the unborn. As a father of
4 children and a grandfather to 15
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grandchildren, I strongly believe that
life begins at conception. I wholeheartedly feel that nothing is more
precious or beautiful than a life. I will
do everything in my power to continue
to advocate for those who cannot advocate for themselves.
Since the passage of Roe v. Wade in
1973, nearly 60 million abortions have
been performed. Mr. Speaker, this is a
moral atrocity. I am a proud cosponsor
of H.R. 36, which would make it illegal
to attempt or to perform an abortion if
an unborn child is 20 weeks or older
with exceptions. Science has proven
that babies are capable of feeling pain
at the start of the third trimester. It is
imperative that we protect the lives of
the unborn.
Our Nation was built upon the idea of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We guarantee that every American citizen has a right to pursue absolute happiness. Our Constitution guarantees that every American has the
right to liberty and justice.
Should we, as Americans, not guarantee that every American has a right
to life as well?
Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of this
bill and the protection of the sanctity
of life for all Americans.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman very sincerely for his remarks. I am glad he
came this way here recently.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BABIN).
Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
very good friend, TRENT FRANKS, for
yielding to me and for providing the
leadership in the pro-life movement.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act. As a
proud father of 5 and a grandfather of
13, I firmly believe that the value of an
unborn life cannot be understated.
H.R. 36 takes a crucial step to ensure
that we protect thousands of innocent
lives every year. Scientific evidence
clearly demonstrates that unborn babies feel pain by at least 20 weeks of
age. By 20 weeks, an unborn baby is so
developed that he or she can hear and
respond to sounds.
Ending these lives through abortion
is both cruel and inhumane. There is
no excuse. Our Nation must do better.
We should not be one of only seven
countries—including
North
Korea,
Vietnam, and China—to have elective,
on-demand abortion after 20 weeks of
development. This is an abuse of the
basic human rights, and it is unacceptable in the eyes of God and by any
standard of human morality.
As Members of Congress, it is our
duty and our moral obligation to pass
H.R. 36 so that we may protect those
who are the most defenseless. Mr.
Speaker, our Declaration of Independence guarantees all Americans enjoy
the unalienable right of life, and that
includes the unborn.
Thanks to incredible advances in
modern medicine, babies born at 20, 21,
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and 22 weeks of age are able to survive.
Our medical community strives to save
and protect these premature babies,
yet, in an inconsistent fashion, current
policy permits aborting a child at that
exact same stage of development.
Mr. Speaker, the sanctity of every
human life must be protected. This bill
affirms the humanity of the unborn
while curbing the inhumanity of abortion. God knows that it is time that we
hold abortionists who perform these
late-term abortions accountable for
their abhorrent actions.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank my very good friend from
Texas very much for speaking on the
floor tonight.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. BANKS).
Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my distinguished colleague for
yielding.
I, too, rise today in strong support of
H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act. This bill would prohibit any elective abortion attempt of
an unborn child who is 20 weeks or
older, the age at which research shows
children are able to feel pain.
I think it is worth noting that this
landmark legislation is projected to
save between 12,000 and 18,000 lives
each year. These are individuals who
will become fathers, mothers, technological innovators, servicemembers,
and hardworking contributors to our
great Nation.
Ten years ago, studies began to
emerge proving that an unborn child is
able to feel pain as early as 20 weeks
post-fertilization. So as our Nation’s
understanding of fetal pain has become
more advanced, protections for paincapable unborn children have been
signed into law in 20 States, including
my home State of Indiana.
But that is not enough. Despite
claims from many pro-abortion groups,
late-term abortion is neither safe or,
unfortunately, rare. As recently as
2014, it was estimated that 430 abortion
facilities in the United States were
willing to perform abortions on unborn
children 20 weeks or older.
This sort of late-term abortion—at
the point when the child can actually
feel the procedure—will continue to
happen without a Federal prohibition.
Sixty percent of women, 56 percent of
Independents, and 46 percent of Democrats support this sort of legislation. It
has broad public support.
Let’s ensure that all 50 States have
protections for vulnerable pain-capable
unborn children. I have advocated for
these protections my entire career,
from the State house in Indiana to here
in the United States Congress.
That is why today I express my
strong support for the passage of H.R.
36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, introduced by my distinguished colleague, Congressman TRENT
FRANKS of Arizona. I urge my colleagues tomorrow as well to support
this important legislation.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman BANKS very
much for his remarks.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. ROTHFUS).
Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.
Mr. Speaker, pre-born babies feel
pain. The medical field has found clear
evidence that pre-born babies have the
capacity to feel intense pain at 20
weeks.
b 2015
That is what this legislation is
about. When a child’s body is gruesomely dismembered, they feel pain.
When the abortion doctor attempts to
use a ‘‘less crunchy technique’’—as we
learned in last year’s abhorrent videos
about Planned Parenthood, which was
their words—to procure more intact
body parts, they feel pain.
Mr. Speaker, I shudder to think of
the millions of lives taken from this
world in such a gruesome and violent
manner. Equally disturbing is the
thought of how much pain has been endured by millions of pre-born babies
whose lives have been cut short since
Roe v. Wade.
We must do more to promote a culture of life in this country. We must do
more to lessen a culture of violence.
That is why I rise today in strong support of the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act. By acknowledging that
babies feel the pain of abortion at 20
weeks, this legislation affirms the inherent humanity of the most innocent—unborn babies—in our country.
To add to that, this legislation also
includes protections for babies that
survive an attempted abortion. It ensures that children who do survive and
are able to continue to live outside the
womb are given the immediate medical
attention they deserve so that they
have a chance to live.
With growing developments in the
medical field, children are able to survive outside the womb at earlier points
in pregnancy. Such was the case for
Micah Pickering, for whom this legislation is name for. Micah was born at
20 weeks’ gestation and is now a
healthy 5-year-old.
The Congressional Budget Office recently reported that approximately
2,750 lives per year will be saved
through this bill. That is 2,750 girls and
boys; daughters and sons; brothers and
sisters; and not medical waste, like opponents of this legislation would like
you to believe.
The United States is only one of
seven countries, including North Korea
and China, that allow abortion after 20
weeks.
Are we really that kind of Nation?
Does our Constitution not grant all
Americans the right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness, no matter
how small or seemingly insignificant
they are?
Mr. Speaker, this is commonsense
legislation. I urge every single Member
of this body to take a deep look inside
themselves and ask if they support not
only inflicting pain on unborn babies,
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but also denying these innocent babies
their constitutional right to life.
I thank my colleague, the gentleman
from Arizona, for his leadership on this
important issue.
If you want to stand for a culture of
life, vote for this bill. If you want to
take a stand against a culture of violence, vote for this bill.
I urge all of my colleagues to support
this legislation.
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I simply say that sometimes I think we kind of get caught up
in things and we grow used to something that otherwise would horrify us.
Before the sun set this evening, we
saw 3,000 unborn little Americans die a
tragic and lonely death. That is in the
land of the free and the home of the
brave.
Mr. Speaker, each time that took
place, not only did a nameless little
baby die a lonely and tragic death, but
the mother was never the same again.
All the gifts that that child might have
brought to this world are now lost forever.
So, Mr. Speaker, I pray that somehow in this debate we would put aside
which people are right and ask: What is
the right thing for America?
The very creed of this country is the
notion that all of us have the Imago
Dei, or the image of God, stamped on
our souls. If that is true, Mr. Speaker,
then there is a far greater question
here than we can ever imagine.
Mr. Speaker, I think if we ask ourselves the truest and deepest question,
then perhaps we will begin to see the
winds of change begin to blow in this
country. That is very simply without
all of the rationalization, without all
of the gotchas and the what-ifs and the
avoiding of the subject, and if we just
ask ourselves one basic question: Does
abortion kill a little baby?
If it does not, Mr. Speaker, then I
sincerely am one that can get up out of
this Chamber and never speak of it
again. But if abortion really does kill a
little human child, then those of us
standing here in the seat of freedom,
the greatest Nation in the history of
the world, also stand here in the midst
of the greatest human genocide in the
history of the human family.
Mr. Speaker, that is not what we are
called to do in this world, as the greatest Nation that ever had the chance to
exist on this Earth.
Mr. Speaker, I hope that, as we debate the bill tomorrow, we can put
aside anything but the truth and just
examine in our own hearts who we
really are. If we do that, I believe we
will pass the Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act on October 3, 2017.
By the grace of God, it will go over to
the Senate and they will find a way to
bring this bill to the floor and send it
to President Trump, who I have every
conviction will sign the bill, and for
which I am very grateful.
Mr. Speaker, God bless America, and
I yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to thank my friend and colleague
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TRENT FRANKS for his hard work on this important issue. I rise today in support of the Pain
Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.
Children are gifts from God—before and
after they are born. They are tiny humans with
endless potential and complete innocence.
This bill would stop the practice of ending
these precious lives after 20 weeks of pregnancy, except in cases of rape or incest or necessity to save the mother’s life.
Similar laws have been passed in about 16
states, and this Chamber passed similar legislation in 2015. The United States is 1 of only
7 countries that does not ban abortions of
these 20-week-year-old unborn babies.
Science indicates that, at about this age,
these children have the physical structures
needed to feel pain.
We do not want anyone to have an unwanted pregnancy, but we want mothers to
know that abortion is not their only option. And
we want these children protected from pain
and harm.
Mr. Speaker, it is time to protect our Nation’s most innocent from inhumane suffering
and premature death.
f

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS:
GOVERNMENT’S
RESPONSE
IN
NATURAL DISASTERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of January 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recognized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.
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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to include any extraneous material on the
subject of this Special Order.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands?
There was no objection.
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is
my great honor to rise today to anchor
this CBC Special Order hour.
Today, Monday, October 2, members
of the Congressional Black Caucus will
be speaking on the floor about the devastating impact of natural disasters,
particularly hurricanes, and the critical role of the Federal Government’s
response.
In the wake of Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, and now Maria, the Federal Government has already deployed assets to
affected regions, from HHS public
health resources, the Coast Guard, the
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force,
to Corps of Engineers flood-fighting
projects.
In the coming weeks and months, additional resources will help shelter displaced Americans and get businesses
back on their feet. Congress must also
ensure that the Federal response to
these disasters is just and equitable,
and that communities of color are not
directly or indirectly harmed by recovery efforts.
During this time, we will hear from
other members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and its friends to discuss
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this issue. For the next 60 minutes, we
have a chance to speak directly to the
American people on issues of great importance to the Congressional Black
Caucus, Congress, the constituents we
represent, and all Americans.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), from the
city of Newark.
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands, Congresswoman PLASKETT, for
hosting tonight’s Special Order hour on
the Federal Government’s response to
natural disasters. I believe that Ms.
PLASKETT and the experience that she
has had in her homeland can open our
eyes to the devastation that has taken
place in the Virgin Islands, and Puerto
Rico as well.
It is unthinkable what these American citizens have been through over
the last several weeks and will continue to suffer for months into the future.
Before I begin, I have a message for
the families and the friends of the 58
innocent people whose lives were taken
and the more than 500 who were injured
in Las Vegas overnight: The country’s
compassion and thoughts go out to
you. Our hearts break with yours.
For those injured, know that the
American people are praying for your
recovery.
To the first responders who put their
lives on the line daily: Thank you.
What went down in Las Vegas last
night was an act of terrorism. There is
no other name for it. A deranged man
with a small arsenal of firearms in a
hotel room shot into a crowd of people
at a concert. For an hour and 12 minutes, people watched the chaos unfold.
All the moments of silence in the
world won’t change what happened last
night in Las Vegas, last year in Orlando, the year before in Charleston,
and the list goes on.
Moments of silence used to be for
showing honor or respect. There is
nothing honorable about keeping silent
and doing nothing to prevent gun violence. There is nothing respectful
about rejecting every single reasonable
gun bill proposed in the past decade.
What kind of Nation are we when we
sacrifice human lives on the altar of
the gun lobby?
The time to act was yesterday. The
Federal Government has a moral duty
to protect the welfare of American citizens before tragedy strikes. Yet, when
the news moves from one disaster to
another, we often suffer a sort of amnesia. We don’t seem to remember or
learn from our mistakes. We forget to
fix the problems our citizens call us
about every single day, and the problems inevitably repeat themselves.
One issue we seem to have repeated
amnesia about is the high cost our constituents face when evacuating disaster
areas, particularly after hurricanes. We
read reports that, due to reduced capacity and high demand, flights are full
or tickets are prohibitively expensive.
Even if the airlines capped flight
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prices, like they did last week, Federal
taxes and fees can increase the price of
an evacuation by 20 percent.
Recently, this hit home for me. One
of my district staffers had family stuck
in Puerto Rico. Because Hurricane
Maria knocked out power and the telephone lines, my staffer had no way of
knowing whether her loved ones were
alive or dead. Many constituents have
contacted our offices to let us know
the difficulty they were having in trying to find out whether their loved
ones were safe or not and how we could
help.
She tried to get in touch with her
family for 8 long days before hearing
that they were okay. Then, when my
staffer tried to book a flight for her
family to get out of Puerto Rico, the
only tickets available were for first
class. First class. That is over $700 on a
flight full of disaster evacuees.
My D.C. staff did a little digging.
Here is what they learned. The American people rely on the goodwill of the
airlines to cap the prices of flights
from disaster areas. The airlines decide
when to start the cap and when to end
it.
b 2030
The airlines decide whether to keep
selling first class tickets, and the Federal Government never stops charging
taxes on flights from disaster areas.
American citizens deserve better, Mr.
Speaker. That is why, starting this
week, I will be introducing a series of
bills to ease the financial burden
Americans face when escaping natural
disasters.
The humanitarian flight fairness
package will do four things. First, it
will allow the Secretary of Transportation to declare an aviation humanitarian crisis at specific airports covered by a Presidential declaration of
emergency.
Second, it will allow the Secretary of
Transportation to mandate that airlines charge no more than the median
fair price of all seats sold on that route
in the prior calendar year.
Third, the package would require the
FAA to waive the $5.60 passenger facility charge during an aviation humanitarian crisis.
And fourth, the package would require the FAA to waive the U.S. international transportation tax, which is
$18 on a flight from Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands.
American citizens, Mr. Speaker. Too
often Congress reacts to crisis. It is
time for us to be proactive. It is time
for us to legislate before another disaster strikes. The humanitarian flight
fairness package is a commonsense solution to a problem that directly affects our constituents.
Mr. Speaker, I always try to deal in
common sense. As a matter of fact, I
have a constituent back at home who
constantly reminds me of how shallow
I am, so I can do nothing but rely on
common sense based on this constituent’s feelings about me.
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I want to thank the congresswoman
again for hosting this Special Order
hour, and I look forward to continue
working with her as she addresses the
issues faced by Americans affected by
natural disasters, whether it is on the
mainland or in the territories. They all
are American citizens.
When it benefits this Nation to have
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands be a
part of the United States, it does not
hesitate. But when these American
citizens are in trouble, they deserve
the same rights that every American
citizen benefits from in this great Nation—and it is great, and we want to
continue to make sure that it remains
great.
I continue to make the point, Mr.
Speaker, that these are American citizens we are talking about. This is not
foreign aid. This is not mutual aid.
This is aiding American citizens in
trouble, in disaster, in peril, no insulin
for diabetics, no dialysis for kidney patients in two or three weeks. That is a
death sentence, Mr. Speaker, and we
cannot allow it to continue.
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. PAYNE, my colleague, for
those sentiments and that support to
the people of the Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico and to all the people of the
Caribbean region. I am grateful for his
empathy, for his support, the support
of his constituents, as well as all the
Members who have reached out to the
Virgin Islands in these last several
weeks.
The islands have been struck by
something that is nothing less than
cataclysmic in many respects, particularly in a time of year when we are preparing for what is right now our only
viable and large industry, the tourism
industry. We have lost that for this
year. We have lost that on all of the islands, all of the regions at this time.
I know that so many of you have seen
and expressed—so many Members on
both sides of the aisle have come up to
me and said, or texted or called and
said, that they are there for me, and I
am going to hold them to that. I am
going to hold them to that because
what we are facing in the Virgin Islands, I feel guilty right now—and I
told my staff—being here, having air
conditioning, sitting in a room. I feel
guilty because I know what the children of the Virgin Islands are going
through right now.
There is no air conditioning. There is
no light on the islands right now. Many
of the people, many of the communities are in utter darkness, and as the
heat rises with the amount of moisture
that is in the air, we know that there
will be health hazards that are about
to happen in terms of mosquitoes, with
dengue, chikungunya, and all other
kinds of diseases that are going to be
occurring.
Mr. PAYNE. Will the gentlewoman
yield?
Ms. PLASKETT. I yield to the gentleman from New Jersey.
Mr. PAYNE. Let me just say in terms
of your guilt. It is not a guilt. It should
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not be guilt. It is an obligation for you
to be here in the people’s House to represent your constituents here, to be
their voice. That is why they sent you
here to Washington. So do not be
guilty about doing the job you have
been sent to do.
Ms. PLASKETT. I know that that is
why I am here because I need to be
their voice, because they are voiceless
right now. If you look on national
media, you hear about what is happening in Puerto Rico, and, Lord
knows, I feel for our fellow islanders,
our brothers and sisters over there, but
very rarely do you hear about what is
happening in the Virgin Islands.
On September 6, Hurricane Irma, one
of the most powerful Atlantic storms
this century, destroyed the islands of
St. John and St. Thomas, the islands
that are part of the district that I represent. Three weeks later, the island of
St. Croix was devastated by Maria, a
second Category 5 hurricane ripping
through the U.S. Virgin Islands in less
than a month. Both Hurricanes Irma
and Maria have wreaked havoc in the
U.S. territories of the Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, and other Caribbean nations.
We forget that there are other places
in the Caribbean that have also been
struck, St. Martin and Sint Maarten,
Barbuda, Anguilla, our very close
neighbors, the British Virgin Islands,
Tortola, Anegada, Virgin Gorda, Jost
Van Dyke, places that Americans love
to go to, to vacation, to enjoy themselves, not thinking about the lives of
the people that are there or not there
anymore.
We know that right now the island of
Barbuda is without an inhabitant,
without an inhabitant in centuries.
There is no one on Barbuda after the
hurricane.
Turks
and
Caicos,
Guadeloupe,
Montserrat, one that also strikes me is
Dominica. Dominica was not hit by the
first Hurricane Irma, and that little island nation reached out to the U.S.
Virgin Islands, reached out to Puerto
Rico and said: We don’t have much, but
we are going to give you the money
that we have. We, as a government,
will give you 200,000. We will bring relief. We will bring whatever we can.
And 2 weeks later, Hurricane Maria
struck them and has devastated that
island.
Their Prime Minister went to the
United Nations a week ago and begged,
begged the support of the free world,
begged the support of the members of
the United Nations to support them.
Although the full extent of the two
hurricanes’ impact has yet to be assessed, it is clear that, in the Caribbean, the damage from these storms
appears to be unparalleled.
President Trump issued major disaster declaration for the Virgin Islands
and Puerto Rico. Dozens of deaths and
hundreds of injuries have been reported
alongside widespread infrastructure
damage all throughout the Caribbean.
I received a text just this morning
from members of my family who are
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still looking for loved ones on the island of St. Croix. That is why, in the
days and months ahead, we must continue to work together to ensure that
the individuals and families impacted
by these devastating storms receive all
the aid they need. The catastrophic destruction caused by Hurricanes Irma
and Maria demands massive amounts
of aid to address the overwhelming
needs of the countless victims who now
face the daunting task of rebuilding
their lives.
FEMA has been on the ground in the
Virgin Islands even before Irma hit the
islands of St. John and St. Thomas.
There are now more than 12,600 Federal
staff engaged in response and recovery
operations from Hurricanes Maria and
Irma in the Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico, representing nearly three dozen
departments and agencies.
Storms of this magnitude require the
full attention and support of the entire
Nation. The people of the Virgin Islands have lost their homes and possessions. Businesses have been lost alongside hospitals, schools, utility systems,
and other vital infrastructure.
To give you an example, after Irma,
Roy Schneider Medical Center, the
only hospital on the island of St.
Thomas, was partially destroyed, its
roof ripped off, its walls caved in, windows blown out. Patients needed to be
evacuated to the island of St. Croix and
to San Juan to be at Juan Luis Hospital on St. Croix and additional hospitals on San Juan, as well as the veterans facility there.
Of course, people were thinking that
St. Croix, after Irma, would be the
base. As people on St. Thomas and St.
John were reeling from the devastation
of Irma, post offices were gone, schools
annihilated, mud slides began after additional rains, people in Coral Bay on
St. John felt lost, isolated, trapped.
Many people had days, almost weeks
before they could get out and be in the
rest of the public population.
When Maria came, Maria struck what
we thought would be our base camp,
the island of St. Croix, and as luck
would have it, the only functional hospital left in the Virgin Islands, the hospital of Juan Luis was breached by
Hurricane Maria and has now been condemned by the Army Corps of Engineers.
What facility will Virgin Islanders
use? Will we continue to be in tents
manned by the brave men and women
of our military who have come down to
support us? Will we operate from an operating room, an emergency room in a
box, what they have given us thus far?
That can’t be. We have one functioning operating room that is being
held together by the good graces and
MacGyvering of the men and women of
Juan Luis Hospital right now. Should
that be for American citizens?
I went on distribution lines. I went to
grocery stores where people were waiting for hours. I am telling you hours—
3 hours to get gas; 3, 4 hours, the entire
time of a curfew, to go on a distribution line to get a couple of packs of
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water and some MREs for a family,
standing out in the hot Caribbean sun.
People were sharing umbrellas, sharing
water, singing with each other trying
to keep their spirits up.
I met a man who had his veteran’s
cap on, Vietnam vet, people who are
members of The American Legion and
asking me: ‘‘I fought for this country;
I am an American citizen; do they
think about us? I have not seen us on
the news. My family tells me that we
are not on the news,’’ because, of
course, his TV is not working, because
almost all of the Virgin Islands is in
darkness.
b 2045
We have been able, through the valiant effort of our water and power authority and the linemen and others
who are out there, to bring power to
critical structures; to our government
house; to the main blocks in Christiansted; to parts of Charlotte Amalie, the
capital of the Virgin Islands; to the airport so that relief planes can come in
and out. That is who is in light right
now.
But for so many others and children
right now, it is darkness for them. The
couple of hours that they have outside
of the curfew are to be making the
rounds to get ice, to keep insulin refrigerated in their homes, to keep milk
for children and formula for babies cold
before it goes bad. That is the daily
struggle now of Virgin Islanders, American citizens, veterans, people who
pledge their allegiance to this flag,
people who are proud to say that they
are American citizens.
As we saw on the mainland in the
United States following Hurricanes
Katrina, Sandy, and, most recently,
Harvey, Americans need to come together again with compassion and care.
I have heard commitment from the
President and my colleagues in Congress to the U.S. territories receiving
the support they need.
Moving forward, I am hopeful, but
vigilant, and I will make sure that
they keep to their promise and their
commitment that President Trump and
this Congress delivers on the promises
to support their fellow Americans in
the Caribbean region. This is a plea by
me on behalf of my people to keep us in
your thoughts, prayers, and support in
the coming months and years. May our
collective
attention
span
endure
enough through the constant new cycle
so that we can come together to move
beyond relief to healing and prosperity.
This is an opportunity. I keep trying
to tell our young people on the islands
who are in despair, who have low morale, that this is an opportunity for us
to leapfrog technology, to create the
kind of Virgin Islands, for the Virgin
Islands to be the beacon in the Caribbean region, the beacon of what American might can do when it does what it
is supposed to do.
It is this Congress’ constitutional responsibility to the territories. The benign neglect that this Congress has
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gotten away with for the last 100 years
needs to stop right now. They need to
stop wagging their finger and telling
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
that they have not done what they are
supposed to do when this Congress
knows that they are not doing the
right thing by those territories. Our
formulas are different. The money that
we receive is different. We get the
short shrift on every bill that comes on
this floor. Yet, still, you expect us to
stretch that out like the poor stepchild
that you think we are to make do and
keep quiet.
But it is going to stop right now. We
cannot be quiet anymore, because not
only are we hungry, 30 percent of the
children of the Virgin Islands live in
poverty, but now we are blind as well.
There is no cell reception in most of
the areas of the Virgin Islands. While I
was down there last week, my staff and
I roamed the islands with our cell
phones, sitting in bypasses, sitting in
areas with others, trying to get a signal to plead with the National Security
Council, plead with FEMA, and others
to do the right thing by the Virgin Islands.
Given the enormity of the challenges
ahead, the Virgin Islands will require
the coordinated and sustained financial
commitment of the United States. For
this reason, I ask that Members of Congress fully support inclusion of funding
in forthcoming disaster supplemental
packages that will aid in short-term as
well as long-term relief, recovery, and
reconstruction of the Virgin Islands.
The international community, including the United States, has an obligation to work with affected governments to restore infrastructure, provide critical relief, and help recovery
and build back our islands. We must
act quickly to save lives, ensure that
those in the Virgin Islands are back on
the road to swift recovery.
Listen, I know we are hearing that
FEMA is on the ground, that supplies
are there, and that things are moving
along. I must admit, FEMA is on the
ground. I see the supplies in the cartons, in the containers on our ports,
and I hear the discussions at daily
briefings that go on at our local emergency management system to how they
are working hand in hand with FEMA.
I believe that the Army Corps and the
Department of Defense and FEMA are
there and they want to lend a hand.
But something is not working,
whether it is in the local government,
a dysfunction there, or dysfunction in
communications, or dysfunction at the
highest levels of the Federal Government. Because when I go to neighborhoods like Whim, when I go to Tutu
High Rise, when I go to Coral Bay,
when I go to Hannah’s Rest, when I go
to Frederiksted and talk with people
and they tell me they haven’t had
water in a week, something is wrong,
and something needs to be done by this
Congress that has the responsibility for
the Virgin Islands.
How can a child in the United States
say that they don’t have water? How
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can a child in the United States say
that water is streaming over them because many of the roofs in many of
these areas are completely gone?
So what I wanted to do was to walk
the Members of Congress and you, Mr.
Speaker, through the destruction that
I have seen with my eyes in the Virgin
Islands.
What you see right here is a home.
This is a private homeowner’s home
completely gone. It looks like a construction site. It looks as if they are
trying to start building when, in fact,
this was someone’s home before.
Additionally, this is another home
that now looks like a construction site
that people are living in. People can no
longer be here. They have abandoned—
they have had to leave this home.
I have additional things that I would
like to show you.
This is a line right now of people to
fill up some containers with gas so that
they can keep generators going for a
couple of hours a day so that their children can read, so that they can wash
themselves, so they can find out what
is going on in the outside world. People
can listen to a radio to find out what is
not being said about them by others.
Here is another home in the Virgin
Islands. This is the kind of destruction
that took place on the islands that I
represent, the islands that are my
home. This is all of St. John. Our
transportation system between the islands has been completely obliterated.
This is a ferry that was used between
St. Thomas and St. John to bring
goods, to bring people between those islands. The islands of St. John, Cruz
Bay, Chocolate Hole, and Coral Bay
now feel cut off, left out, because the
ferry system has been down for many
weeks.
Look at this. This is what is happening in the Virgin Islands right now.
This is the main street in Christiansted. If you look over here, this is the
government house, and this is what our
roads look like after the hurricane.
You can see that this roof is actually a
part of the roof over here that has completely been sheared off by Hurricane
Maria and strewn across the street.
Lines are down and poles are down.
This is a commercial business on the
island of St. Croix, a business that will
take months, if not a year, at least, to
recover if FEMA moves quickly on supporting a small business loan so that
they can have the support that they
need to be able to do that.
These are the things that you don’t
see on the news that the people of the
Virgin Islands are dealing with right
now. What is our greatest asset—and
has been for some years after our oil
refinery was closed, after this Congress
in 2004 changed the rules for the American JOBS Act that took away many of
our knowledge-based businesses, our financial services sector—is we have had
to rely on tourism.
And this is a hotel room in one of our
major hotels. This is what the destruction of the hurricanes look like in the
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Virgin Islands right now. This is a
hotel room that will not be available
for the coming months for the people of
the Virgin Islands to be able to sustain
themselves with employment.
What I am showing you now was, at
one point, two homes, two homeowners’ families. You can see the two
houses look literally as if a hurricane
just came across them and smashed
them with a fist from the top. You can
barely make out what was once in
these homes. These homes no longer
exist. These people have no homes.
There is no temporary shelter designation right now. People are living in
shelters in some of the few schools that
are still intact, which means: Where
are our children going to go to school?
Many of our schools have also been
destroyed. What will happen to the
children of the Virgin Islands? What
will happen to us all?
Here is what some of the roads look
like when we talk about the utility
system and the need—or why we are in
the dark in the Virgin Islands right
now.
This is a major road. Can you imagine having this next to your house? Can
you imagine this amount of transponders, transformers, in front of your
home?
This is why most of the Virgin Islands are in the dark right now. This is
what is happening on these islands.
This is someone’s home. This is our
industry. This is tourism right now in
the Virgin Islands. This is a hotel room
in one of our major resorts. Places
known over the world—Caneel Bay on
St. John—are gone, are obliterated,
will be no more for 2 or 3 years.
What are the people of the Virgin Islands supposed to do? Are we asking for
much?
We are asking for support. We fight
in your wars. We begged when we became part of the United States to be
part of the draft because we want to
take on the responsibility of American
citizenship. But under the Constitution, it is this Congress, Mr. Speaker,
which has responsibility for the territories: Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the
Northern Marianas. And I have to tell
you that it has been a poor job that
you have been doing of that responsibility thus far.
We get the short shrift in Federal
funding in formulas. Let’s not talk
about the Affordable Care Act. We
don’t even have an exchange to have
been upset that we lost an exchange.
That was never given to us. The Virgin
Islands, with 30 percent of the children
living in poverty, still don’t get the
disproportionate share for hospitals
that the rest of the United States get.
Why?
I can’t get a straight answer about
why we shouldn’t have it, but we don’t.
Neither do the smaller island territories.
This is what we are left with. And we
are asking you for your support. I am
asking you for their support. I am beg-

VerDate Sep 11 2014

06:32 Oct 03, 2017

H7663

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

Jkt 079060

ging for support for the people that I
represent, because many Virgin Islanders are not going to beg you for support. That is not in them, that is not
who they are. The biggest phrase that
people have right now when I go
around the islands after Irma and after
Maria—both Category 5 when they
struck the U.S. Virgin Islands—and I
ask people, ‘‘How did you make out?’’—
that is now our new greeting for one
another: ‘‘So good to see you. How did
you make out?’’ And people’s response
is continually: ‘‘Thank God I have life.
I am blessed I have life.’’
And when you have to press them to
ask them, ‘‘What happened to your
home,’’ then they will just shake their
head, ‘‘It is no more. My home is no
more. But thank God I have life. I am
good. We are good.’’
That is the kind of people who are
the people of the Virgin Islands. So
they are not going to beg this Congress
for support. I am going to beg for them,
because you haven’t been doing it out
of your own volition or what you know
is right to do. You haven’t done it thus
far. What is happening in Puerto Rico
is happening in the Virgin Islands right
now.
As the sole representative here in
Congress representing the Virgin Islands, I will continue the work that I
have been doing in support of the islands’ overall recovery efforts, including facilitating generators and security
for local grocery stores, businesses so
Virgin Islanders can get fresh food and
goods, working with local shipping
companies to clear the ports and bring
commerce and relief packages to the
islands, coordinating with housing support for the Red Cross and local shelters, as well as rebuilding efforts of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Additionally, I will continue to update my residents and businesses
around the ongoing efforts to make
sure that the U.S. Virgin Islands continue to receive the attention and support they need during these difficult
times.
b 2100
While the devastation of this hurricane season has been felt in many parts
of our country, it is imperative that we
make sure our Virgin Islands continue
to be remembered and supported as we
begin the long and arduous process of
our recovery. We are hopeful. Virgin Islands’ motto is ‘‘United in Pride and
Hope.’’ That is who we are.
I want to thank the Virgin Islanders
who are living in the mainland because
they, through their efforts, have
bridged the gap. Our office gets calls
continually from Virgin Islands associations in places like Houston, Atlanta, New York, Tampa, Orlando,
Miami, good Virgin Islanders like Tim
Duncan, who, through his own efforts,
brought planeloads of support to the
people of the Virgin Islands because we
want to take care ourselves. We don’t
want to ask for your support. But it is
your responsibility, Mr. Speaker, it is
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the responsibility of this Congress to
ensure that that is done.
I think back on, as a child, hearing
stories about Casper Holstein. Many of
you may not know the name, but many
of you may know him from gangster
movies, discussions about New York at
the turn of the 20th century. He was a
Virgin Islander who created something
that everybody calls the numbers system in New York.
After a hurricane and a tsunami in
the Virgin Islands, he, of his own pocket, reached in, commissioned a ship,
and sent that ship filled with goods for
his fellow Virgin Islanders back home.
That is what is happening now because we can’t always count on the
Federal Government to do what is
right by us. We have to count on ourselves. But I am going to make sure,
and I will fight continually with those
colleagues on either side of the aisle,
whomever is willing to, to support the
people of the Virgin Islands, to ensure
that their efforts are not in vain.
Let me give you a statistic when I
talk about veterans and us willing to
fight. In the last five conflicts, Virgin
Islanders have paid the ultimate price,
have greater casualties, three times
the national average per capita. We
send our sons and daughters on the regular to fight our wars. That is not a
duty that we shirk from.
Are you shirking from your duty to
us, of your responsibility to us?
I understand, as I have said, FEMA is
on the ground, but there are children
who are not getting water. There are
old people who are eating MREs that
others have brought back to them. Is
that what should be happening?
Not everybody can get to a distribution center. Not everybody can carry
packs of water on their shoulders, on
their heads, on their back a mile, whatever it is, to get back to their home because, as crazy as it sounds in this day
and age, not everybody owns a car, not
everybody can do that. So this Congress has got to figure out a way.
I know that Ranking Member CUMMINGS and I issued a request on September 29 for my good friend—and he is
my friend, TREY GOWDY, chairman of
the Oversight and Government Reform
Committee—to express our extremely
grave concerns about the dire status of
recovery efforts in Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands, requesting that the
committee hold an emergency hearing
this week with officials from the Department of Defense, Homeland Security, Health and Human Services, as
well as from the White House.
The committee this week, I know,
has no hearings, no business meeting,
no activity scheduled for the entire
week, and this issue is in desperate
need of rapid and robust oversight. Millions of American citizens residing in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands are facing massive calamities,
widespread disease and death, and we
need to help them now.
Lieutenant General Russel Honore,
who commanded Joint Task Force
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Katrina, recently warned the administration’s response to this humanitarian
crisis is replaying a scene from
Katrina. Admiral Paul Zukunft, the
Coast Guard Commandant, warned this
week that the victims feel betrayed,
they feel isolated, and they are probably getting a sense of betrayal of
‘‘where is the cavalry?’’ Everybody else
is seeing what other individuals in
Puerto Rico have said and their concern for what is happening.
Now, I want my colleagues to know,
I am not necessarily saying that it is
the Federal Government’s fault. If it is
the fault of local government, then
shame on them and let’s expose that
for what it is, because all I am concerned about is the welfare of the people of the Virgin Islands, not protecting local government, not protecting bureaucracy, whether it be at
the Federal level or at the local level.
Let’s have this hearing. Let’s get
that information out.
The fact that there is no functioning
hospital in the Virgin Islands should
scare the heck out of us. I was in the
hospital at Juan Luis on Wednesday
and watched doctors and others creating lists of people, how to get them
off the island, how to get our disproportionate amount of dialysis patients off the island, how they were
going to deal with those who have
shunts, heart disease patients in the
coming weeks with one makeshift operating room that they were working
out of.
How were they going to do that? How
were they going to operate out of a
tent that the Army was setting up
when we still have a month and a half
of hurricane season in the Virgin Islands, in the Caribbean? We are not
going to be able to continually ship
people off the island, fix them up,
triage them, and get them off.
Our labor and delivery: What if there
is a child with special needs when they
are born? What about neonatal services, if that is needed, for a child that
is born during this time? God help us.
And if you don’t act, God help you in
this time of need of your fellow Americans.
I want to thank those Members who
have reached out to me and who have
expressed their desire to support and
help us. Thank you. I am calling on
you now for that help to make sure
that the people of the Virgin Islands do
not continually feel forgotten.
I want to thank House Democratic
Leader NANCY PELOSI, who recently
issued a statement calling for the swift
and immediate financial commitment
to help rebuild the Virgin Islands.
I want to thank my Republican colleague, JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of
Puerto Rico. She and I have been continually texting. I remember texting
with her through Maria as she and her
brother were holding the door of their
home in Puerto Rico, trying to ensure
that Maria did not get in that house.
Thank you for your support. Thank
you for your sisterhood as we both go
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through this, and how ever you need
me, I am there for you.
Republicans must join Democrats;
Democrats must join Republicans in
Congress to address the needs of the
communities in crisis by swiftly passing a robust relief package that provides assistance not only today, but
throughout the long road to recovery.
This is our chance in the Virgin Islands
and Puerto Rico to show American
might, to show American technology,
to show American strength.
President Trump, you have complained about the other islands not
wanting to support us when we go to
the United Nations or the Organization
of American States against places like
Venezuela or Cuba or China. Show that
they can vote with us because Americans do what they are supposed to do
for the islands that they have responsibility over.
How are they going to trust us if we
can’t even take care of what belongs to
us?
Our fellow Americans in the Virgin
Islands deserve to know that their government will be there for them without
question or hesitation.
I want to thank the country of Denmark, our previous owner. Many of you
know that the Virgin Islands have had
seven flags that have been flown over
those islands. We are a very valuable
place. We are geographically situated
in the mouth of the Caribbean Basin to
support the United States. That was
why we were purchased in 1970.
But we have maintained close ties
with Denmark, and I want to thank the
Ambassador and the Prime Minister,
who reached out and said that they
wanted to support the territory and
submitted the request of the Danish
Government to our own U.S. Government to bring their own additional
emergency management agency to the
Virgin Islands in support of ongoing efforts in areas such as healthcare, water
purification systems, and experts, command control support, logistics for
clearing, and security support. Thank
you for your continued commitment to
us.
Let that not be the only commitment
that we have. I know that the Federal
Government, the executive branch, is
doing its part. Let this Congress do its
part. Let this Congress show, in this
time of crisis, that it can rise above
partisanship and support the islands of
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Let those 3.6 million Americans living in those territories—more than
many States in this country—know
that they have the full support of this
Congress, of the American people, that
they are not just a sound bite, that
they are not just a rum and Coke and
a pina colada when you decide that you
want to get away from where you live,
that we mean more than that to you,
that we are, indeed, full citizens in this
American experience, in this democracy.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, the 2017 Atlantic hurricane season was among one of the most active hurricane seasons on record. Four major hurricanes—Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria—left
terrible devastation in their wakes as the
United States and its surrounding neighbors
were hit with historically catastrophic storms.
As we know far too well, these storms caused
billions of dollars in damage across Texas,
Louisiana, Georgia, Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and other areas in the region. Much like Hurricane Katrina, the effects
of this devastation will be felt for decades.
The frequency and intensity of these storms
continue to be an ongoing issue for our country, and it is a problem that is only further exacerbated by global warming. Warmer oceans
and extra heat in the atmosphere caused by
climate change provide even more fuel for
weather systems. Studies are already demonstrating that storms are intensifying significantly faster today than they did 25 years ago.
Additional water vapor in the atmosphere is
also leading to extreme precipitation. In fact,
Hurricane Harvey brought more than 50
inches of rainfall to the Texas Gulf Coast, representing the greatest accumulation of rainfall
ever recovered in the contiguous United
States from a single tropical storm.
As the costs of natural disasters continue to
increase, we need to be cognizant of the impact of these costs on communities all across
the United States—particularly communities of
color or other areas where our most vulnerable populations reside. Federal disaster response needs to be fair and equitable across
the board. Communities of color suffer greatly
from natural disasters as many are left without
housing or jobs to return to after the storm.
Low income individuals and minorities suffer
even greater when these events occur, making a strong and equitable federal response
that much more important.
Mr. Speaker, we need to be looking at what
we can do as Americans to support our fellow
citizens and the steps that we can take to
build more resilient infrastructure in the wake
of such devastating natural disasters. Each
and every American shares in the responsibility to face these natural disasters together
as one nation, and we cannot afford to ignore
entire segments of the population in the wake
of these disasters.
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus
in drawing attention to this year’s catastrophic
hurricane season that has severely impacted
the Texas, Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico this Hurricane Season.
The biggest challenge for residents of the
18th Congressional District is accessing the
assistance that is available to them.
From getting rooms in hotels for those displaced by flood waters to finding Disaster Assistance Centers that are accessible—when
so many cars were damaged by Hurricane
Harvey flood waters.
This past Saturday, I joined with representatives from FEMA to provide critical information
to Houstonians attempting to recover from the
catastrophe of Hurricane Harvey.
Many of them are still waiting for home inspections and need answers regarding the appeals process and how best to utilize Home
Inspection Teams.
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I am calling on FEMA to create a new app
to provide homeowners with instant status updates on the inspection process,’’ said Congresswoman Jackson Lee. ‘‘This app should
speed up the process of scheduling FEMA inspectors for a home visit if your home has not
been inspected in more than 10 days.
This will help the many who are struggling
to get their lives back in order.
This week, FEMA announced the creation of
a new housing program under the Direct
Housing Assistance Program, which allows
FEMA disaster relief funding to go to individual
homeowners or to local governments to provide housing. To be considered for this program, people must first register with FEMA at
www.DisasterAssistance.gov.
Local government immediate disaster assistance housing options are as follows:
1. Multi-Family Lease and Repair:
Direct assistance to repair or improve existing multifamily housing such as apartments in
order to provide more housing for survivors.
Properties must be three or more units, with
each unit providing complete living facilities for
cooking, eating, and sanitation. Hotels, motels,
and extended stay hotels are not eligible at
this time.
2. Direct Leasing:
Direct Leasing: Enables local governments
to lease a property that typically would not be
available to the public, such as corporate lodging.
Local government enters into the lease
agreement on behalf of individuals or households. Various types of housing properties
may be eligible.
Manufactured Housing Options (Mobile
Homes and Recreational Vehicles):
Direct housing places manufactured housing
units on private land or commercial pads.
Local permitting may apply.
There are conditions to receiving housing
assistance, but no assistance will be available
if an application to FEMA is not made.
It is problematic for constituents from the
18th Congressional District, when I know that
81,950 FEMA applicants have been rejected.
I know that tens of thousands are still displaced with over a 1 million cars having been
destroyed by flood water it is difficult to get to
the Disaster Recovery Centers.
I continue to work to get more Disaster Recovery Centers opened before the October 24,
2017 deadline to make sure that FEMA resources are as accessible as possible.
We know that site for housing must be suitable.
There will be Hauling and installation included only for those people who have applied
for FEMA assistance and have be approved to
receive assistance.
An inspection of the site to determine suitability will be scheduled.
Partial Repair and Essential Power for Sheltering (PREPS):
PREPS provides minor repairs to homes in
locations with limited housing options.
For eligible properties that have incurred
limited damage displacing individuals from
their homes.
PREPS provides basic, emergency home
repairs—not to include finish work.
3. Direct Assistance for Limited Home Repair:
Program provides partial repairs to homes
with significant damages.
Program can include partial repairs to a
damaged home where alternative housing is
not available or is not cost-effective.
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FEMA will determine eligibility for permanent
housing construction on a case-by-case basis.
All other forms of housing assistance must
be exhausted before the program can be considered.
Some Hurricane Harvey survivors are getting an extension to stay temporarily in hotels
while they look for an alternative place to live.
October 14 is the new checkout date for the
Transitional Sheltering Assistance (TSA) program, which pays for short-term hotel stays.
All applicants for FEMA recovery assistance
have the right to appeal if they are dissatisfied
with FEMA’s determination letter. All appeals
must be in writing and explain the reasons
why FEMA’s decision may not be correct. The
appeal should include any documentation that
FEMA requests or that supports your claim.
Appeals can be submitted via computer by
opening a Disaster Assistance Center (DAC)
account at www.disasterassistance.gov.
In addition to all of the needs of family are
the needs of small businesses who are going
to be instrumental in rebuilding our communities.
I will soon introduce a bill to provide grants
of up to $100 thousand to qualified small business owners to help them with Hurricane Recovery.
I thank my Colleagues of the Congressional
Black Caucus for joining in this Special Order
and I look forward to our efforts to meet the
needs of people who are impacted by this hurricane Season.
I would also like to include in the RECORD
an article from Vox regarding climate change:
[From vox.com, Sept. 28, 2017]
ONE OF THE CLEAREST SIGNS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE IN HURRICANES MARIA, IRMA, AND
HARVEY WAS THE RAIN
Warmer temperatures are increasing the
energy and moisture available to hurricanes.
The intensity of Hurricane Maria, which
made landfall on Puerto Rico as a Category
4 storm on September 20, was part of why it
was so devastating to the island and its weak
infrastructure, leaving Puerto Ricans in a
humanitarian crisis.
But this year’s intense Atlantic storm season had another element tying its biggest
events together: a monstrous, and sometimes
deadly, amount of rain.
Images of the flooded metropolises of
Houston, Jacksonville, and San Juan with
overtopped dams, billowing sewage, and
flooded homes show that torrential rain can
be one of the most devastating consequences
of hurricanes, especially in urban areas
where concrete makes it harder for water to
drain and where people can drown.
Scientists say the extreme rainfall events
that feed these floods are on the rise for
many parts of the world, and this year’s hurricanes fit that trend. In particular, rising
temperatures in the ocean and the air alongside booming construction in vulnerable
areas are fueling the increased risk from
massive deluges.
Of the seven hurricanes this year so far,
Harvey, Irma, and Maria stand out not just
for the amount of rain they dropped, but for
how fast they dished it out.
WHY HURRICANES UNDER WARMER CONDITIONS
CAN DUMP SO MUCH RAIN

Downpours go hand in hand with hurricanes, since the cyclones are powered by
evaporating and condensing moisture.
Warm ocean waters provide the fuel for
hurricanes, and warm air causes the water to
evaporate. This moisture-laden air then precipitates as rainfall during a hurricane, dissipating the heat energy from the water.
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‘‘Tropical cyclones are very, very good at
converging a whole lot of heat in one place
at one time,’’ said Kossin.
Air can hold about 7 percent more water
for every degree Celsius increase in temperature, Kossin explained.
That means warmer air and warmer water
could lead to larger, more intense hurricanes, which in turn lead to more rainfall.
(The Saffir-Simpson scale only accounts for
windspeed, but precipitation is closely
linked to a storm’s intensity.) Scientists are
studying these links to understand how future storms will respond to these conditions.
‘‘Hurricanes live and die by the amount of
rainfall they make out of moisture,’’ said
George Huffman, a research meteorologist at
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center.
But where that water lands depends on the
speed and the course of the storm, and not
all areas are equally vulnerable.
‘‘We know that in particular that [the regions around] Houston, Louisiana, and Florida are prone to some of the most extreme
precipitation events in the United States,’’
said Sarah Kapnick, a researcher at NOAA’s
Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory.
‘‘We do see signs of precipitation extremes
increasing in these regions.’’
It’s challenging to make direct comparisons between extreme rainfall events since
their weather systems (e.g., hurricanes,
thunderstorms) behave differently, so scientists draw on several benchmarks depending on the situation.
These include the peak rate of rainfall,
total volume of rain, the three-day average
rainfall, and the maximum depth of rainfall.
And all of these are separate from flooding,
which is governed by local geography and
how people use land, in addition to the rates
and total amounts of rain.
‘‘There is a difference between a 100–year
rain event versus a 100–year flood event,’’
Kossin pointed out.
HARVEY WAS ABLE TO DUMP AN EXTRAORDINARY QUANTITY OF RAIN BECAUSE OF HOW
IT HELD STILL OVER HOUSTON

Hurricane Harvey hovered over the Gulf
Coast in late August and dumped 33 trillion
gallons of water on US soil, according to
some estimates, and is now the wettest
storm in US history.
‘‘When a storm stalls, that has more to do
with the larger scale flow fields it’s sitting
in,’’ said Kossin. ‘‘That was just very, very
bad luck.’’
The total volume of rain is easier to calculate when a storm remains over a fixed
area, but it much harder to suss out when
hurricanes remain mobile and dump water
over a wide swath of land and ocean.
NASA’s satellite measurements reported
rainfall rates from Harvey as high as 5.8
inches per hour (meteorologists define
‘‘heavy rain’’ as greater than 0.3 inches per
hour), while the National Weather Service
showed that a ground-based rain gauge in
Nederland, Texas, reported 60.58 inches of
rainfall, a new record.
Meteorologists still have to vet this number, but if confirmed, it would best the previous record—52 inches in Hawaii from Hurricane Hiki in 1950—by 8 inches.
The US Geological Survey reports that
flooding causes an average of $6 billion in
damages and 140 fatalities each year. And
this year was not an average year, with Harvey alone costing upward of $180 billion and
killing more than 75.
The waters from flooding can linger for
days, causing injuries, spreading disease, and
hampering relief efforts. The majority of
Harvey’s victims drowned after the storm,
while others were delayed from life-saving
care. In one case, a woman died from a flesheating bacterial infection after falling into
the festering Harvey floodwater in her house.
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IRMA’S PEAK RAIN WAS OVER CUBA
Hurricane Irma, meanwhile, set a record
for its sustained intensity.
‘‘Irma was a complete standout: 185 mph
and stayed there for a day and half,’’ Kossin
said. ‘‘These storms do not stay there that
long.’’
This intensity was matched with a firehose
of rain, dumping water at 10.8 inches an
hour, reaching depths of 20 inches in Cuba
and 15.8 inches in Florida.
The downpour led to flooding from 23 rivers and creeks in Central and North Florida,
forcing highways to close. The state reported
at least seven deaths from drowning.
In Cuba, Irma’s storm surge overtopped the
Havana seawall, while unrelenting rain
turned the capital’s streets into rivers, killing at least 10 people .
MARIA TOOK DIRECT AIM AT PUERTO RICO AND
THEN REGAINED STRENGTH

With tropical force winds reaching 230
miles from its center, Hurricane Maria completely engulfed Puerto Rico as it bisected
the 100-mile wide island, picking up steam
again one it was clear.
Satellite measurements already show that
it poured as much as 6.44 inches of rain per
hour and has left Puerto Rico shrouded in
darkness.
The Cordillera Central mountain range
that forms the spine of the island of Puerto
Rico acted as a juicer for Hurricane Maria,
Huffman explained.
Perhaps the worst blow from Maria was the
150 mph winds that knocked down 80 percent
of the island’s power transmission lines and
85 percent of its cellphone towers, leaving
people in the dark and struggling to contact
each other. But the flooding from rainfall
has been a hazard too, including threatening
to breach Guajataca Dam in the Western
part of the island, forcing hundreds to evacuate.
At least 18 fatalities have been reported in
Puerto Rico so far, including two police officers who drowned.
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THE CLIMATE SIGNAL IN DELUGES LIKE THESE IS
EMERGING

No single weather event—even an extreme
one—can be ‘‘caused’’ by climate change, as
Vox’s David Roberts has explained in detail.
And when talking about hurricanes, researchers are quite hesitant to even estimate
how much climate change is to blame.
Huffman said he’s not yet sure if this storm
season is ‘‘unprecedented’’ in its ferocity.
However, rising average temperatures are
definitely an important element of huge
storms like Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
Warmer temperatures are driving sea level
rise, which is increasing risks from the
storm surges that often herald hurricanes.
Increasing heat is also warming up the
ocean, and hotter air holds onto more moisture, increasing the available energy for hurricanes.
And independent of cyclones, extreme rainfall events are on the rise.
Kapnick noted that even individual rain
storms can be overwhelming, like storm that
drenched Baton Rouge last year with 31.39
inches of rain and three times the volume of
water of Hurricane Katrina throughout Louisiana in 2005.
As the chart below shows, the amount of
rain from a once-in-every-30-years rainstorm
like the one that immersed Baton Rouge has
gone up due to warming:
‘‘In this region where we have known precipitation extremes, we have been able to detect an increase in precipitation extremes
due to a warming climate,’’ Kapnick said.
And scientists are getting better at figuring out when the torrential downpours are
coming.
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‘‘If you pay attention, we’ve had a really
remarkable series of forecasts,’’ said
Huffman. ‘‘For Irma, we knew four to five
days in advance that there would be a sharp
right turn. Twenty years ago, you wouldn’t
have dreamed of doing that.’’
‘‘Everything we see is consistent with what
we expect climate change to do,’’ Kossin
said.
INSTRUMENTS SOMETIMES CAN’T STAND UP TO
THE EXTREME WEATHER THEY’RE TRYING TO
MEASURE

Huffman explained that researchers aim to
combine different instruments to get a robust handle on rainfall.
‘‘The gold standard is rain gauges because
they physically collect the rain,’’ said
Huffman.
The next option is ground-based radar,
which covers a wider swath of the weather
than rain gauges, but less directly measures
rain.
But take a look at what happened to a
weather radar station in Puerto Rico:
This illustrates part of the challenge of attaching numbers to extreme weather events.
Many of the systems used to track them are
also vulnerable to them, leaving only indirect figures and estimates.
What’s more, both rain gauges and groundbased radar have limited ranges, leaving vast
stretches of ocean where hurricanes spend
most of their existence unmeasured. And
when a hurricane does make landfall, gales
can knock them down.
‘‘We don’t really have anything on the surface [of the ocean] to tell us the details,’’
said Huffman. ‘‘When the chips are really
down, sometimes satellites are the only
choice.’’
That means the full accounting for the
rainfall from Harvey, Irma, and Maria could
take months to deliver as meteorologists
piece together their models with the measurements they have.
However, scientists are eagerly waiting for
the dust to settle so they can confirm their
suspicions about the record-breaking storms
this year. The American Geophysical Union
added a last-minute session for researchers
to present their findings on Harvey and Irma
at their December meeting.
‘‘There’s going to be a tremendous amount
of research coming out in the next few
months,’’ Kapnick said.
f

HONORING HELEN SMITH, POW ADVOCATE, ON HER 91ST BIRTHDAY
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 3, 2017,
the Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GARRETT) for 30
minutes.
Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT), my colleague.
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Virginia for yielding.
Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor to
speak on behalf of a person I have come
to know and love. In fact, the First
District of Texas has been blessed to be
the home of many remarkable individuals who have gone above and beyond
to serve others in Texas and throughout the world.
It is indeed a privilege to honor a
woman from Longview, Texas, who has
dedicated her life to serving and providing comfort for our Nation’s vet-
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erans, particularly our prisoners of
war. Her name is Helen Smith, and October 5 of this year marks her 91st
birthday.
Helen’s caring for our Nation’s POWs
began with her husband, Gordon
Smith, a survivor of the Bataan Death
March in 1942 and a POW until the end
of World War II.
Throughout her long and happy marriage to Gordon, Helen gained a personal understanding of the struggles
many of our veterans and former POWs
endure; but armed with the knowledge
of what our veterans and former POWs
face on a daily basis, Helen set out into
the world to help as many of our veterans as she possibly could. She spent
countless hours in VA facilities ensuring veterans, young and old, got the
care they so desperately needed and deserved.
Helen has walked the Halls of Congress advocating for our veterans and
former POWs throughout her life. She
is a driving force and was behind Public Law 97–37, which improved VA benefit programs for former POWs.
Helen is not slowing down even at
her age. At 90, Helen would head over
to the Longview Community Based
Outpatient Clinic every morning at
sunrise. She would make a pot of coffee
and spend her day talking to veterans,
giving them a sympathetic ear and
helping them through the VA process.
It is a distinct privilege to recognize
such a remarkable woman, to thank
her for her tireless service to our veterans and former POWs, and to wish
her a very happy 91st birthday.
Her accomplishments are recorded in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, which will
endure as long as there is a United
States of America.
I do thank my friend from Virginia
for yielding.
b 2115
Mr. GARRETT. Much has been said
recently about the First Amendment
to the Constitution of the United
States, and specifically how in this
land of the free we have the prerogative to do as we choose in matters that
manifest themselves, as communication that we can speak freely even
when that speech is objectionable to
some.
And many people who have been fortunate enough to be amongst the 1 in
1,300 high school football seniors to
take the field on a Sunday at an NFL
stadium have availed themselves of
this right that was given to them by
people greater than themselves, perhaps who shed their very lifeblood that
they might make a decision not to
stand for the anthem that embodies
the gratitude for that sacrifice.
Brian Tracy once said: ‘‘Develop an
attitude of gratitude and give thanks
for everything that happens to you,
knowing that every step forward is a
step towards achieving something bigger and better. . . .’’
More recently, an individual said: ‘‘If
you were successful somebody along
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the line gave you some help. There was
a great teacher somewhere in your life.
Somebody helped to create this unbelievable American system that we have
that allowed you to thrive.’’
Later in that speech, President
Obama said, ‘‘So if you have a business,
you didn’t build that,’’ someone did it
for you. And he was roundly excoriated, but at some level he acknowledged the sacrifice of so many that
compels me to stand here today to ask
that when the national anthem of the
United States of America is played,
that you demonstrate some semblance
of gratitude for the sacrifice that has
been given by untold millions before
you that allows you the prerogative
not to stand.
And so should you choose not to
stand, I support that right. I believe
that right is fundamental to what
makes us Americans, but I implore you
to learn the history of our Nation that
allows you the right not to stand, for,
to be certain, there are places in the
world, North Korea, where choosing
not to stand when the anthem is played
might lead to a horrible demise.
Gilbert Chesterton once said: ‘‘One
sees great things from the valley; only
small things from the peak.’’ And the
French political philosopher Alexis de
Tocqueville said: ‘‘The greatness of
America lies not in her being more enlightened than any other Nation, but
rather in her ability to repair her
faults.’’
And so when a slaveowner named Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, he talked about how all people were created equal, despite his inherent flaw or flaws, and when the preamble to the Constitution was hammered out, the Founders suggested
that we should strive not to be a perfect union but a more perfect union by
acknowledging that, in fact, where
there are humans in charge, we will
never achieve perfection.
Tonight, I ask your indulgence, if
you tuned in at home completely by
accident, for a moment to learn about
how lucky we are, regardless of the circumstance of our birth, compared to
our peers across the globe, to have the
opportunity to live in this, the greatest
Nation in the history of mankind, and
how standing for an anthem that honors an imperfect nation that continually strives for perfection is not only
the right thing to do, it is the only
thing to do if you understand the scope
of the sacrifice of those who came before us.
Imperfect people like Thomas Jefferson gave us near perfect documents.
And so tonight, as my vehicle to discuss why we should stand for our anthem, I will choose the district that I
am honored to have the opportunity to
serve, Virginia’s Fifth District. I will
say, in all humility, that while I am ordinary, the district is great; that the
Fifth District of Virginia is, in my
humble opinion, without hyperbole, the
greatest congressional district in the
country. And I will give you ten rea-
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sons why I hope the next time the anthem is played you will stand and
think with reverence upon those who
made sacrifices that gave us the opportunity to live in the greatest land humanity has ever seen.
In 1743, born in the Fifth District of
Virginia was this very man, Thomas
Jefferson. An imperfect man who had a
thirst for knowledge and said, ‘‘I cannot live without books,’’ and continually sought to understand what might
be perfected as it related to government amongst men, and in the Declaration created a document which was the
first message that a fledging nation
held out to the world to say: This is
who we are.
And he said, in that document, that
all people were created equal; a concept that this Nation did not arrive at
in reality by virtue of slavery and
things like the failure to grant women
suffrage for some 150 years, nearly,
later.
However, a charge to work towards a
more perfect union, that was contained
in the document, the Constitution,
overseen by James Madison also of the
Fifth District of Virginia.
And so while we were imperfect, we
were given the greatest and most noble
of goals, and that is to strive to be
more perfect.
So the vision of Jefferson outlined in
the Declaration and expanded upon
James Madison in the Constitution,
and later articulated in this town,
Washington, D.C., by Dr. King when he
said that we should judge individuals
based not on the color of their skin but
on the content of their character, it
was borne in the hearts and minds of
imperfect people from the Fifth District of Virginia who gave us near perfect documents.
In 1819, another of Mr. Jefferson’s visions came to fruition with the foundation of the University of Virginia, a
leading public research university and
the source of incredible scholarship on
things like human rights and individual liberty and natural law and the
freedoms that individuals are bestowed
by virtue of the Nation in which we
live, again, in the Fifth District of Virginia.
Fast forward to 1865, the end of the
bloodiest era in our Nation’s history
internally, a conflict as we moved towards a more perfect union, in which if
you count disease and dysentery and
starvation, along with combat deaths,
over a million Americans gave their
lives as we worked to become a more
perfect union. And we know but a
small fraction of a percentage of those
people’s names.
And we know that Abraham Lincoln
took a bullet by someone who was not
willing to accept that progress meant
acknowledging that Jefferson’s words
were true, as they were later manifest
by Dr. King, once again, 53 years ago in
August in this city.
Fast forward to 1933 and the 21st
Amendment
repealing
prohibition,
Franklin County, Virginia, dubbed the
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wettest county in America. And as we
watched as jobs left the Fifth District
of Virginia and opportunity seemingly
left with them, we saw a wellspring of
opportunity and economic development
in the form, ironically, of wineries and
distilleries and breweries. So when
Burlington and Broyhill and Bassett
and Lane and Dan River Mills left, distilleries and breweries and wineries
crept in. It started in Franklin County,
Virginia.
Fast forward to 1944, Bedford, Virginia, June 6. The Allied invasion at
Normandy, D-day. The Town of Bedford
lost more of her sons per capita than
any other town in the United States—
19 in one day, more than decimating an
entire graduating class and removing
the best and brightest from that small
Virginia locality.
Notably, three other young men from
Bedford died later in the Normandy
campaign, bringing the total Bedford
KIA during Normandy to 22. And ironically, these men died serving in the
Blue-Gray 29th Infantry Division, so
named because it honored the fact that
it brought soldiers from both sides of
the Mason-Dixon line together to fight
and bleed and die to free foreign women
and men whom they had never met.
Fast forward to 1951, Prince Edward
County, Virginia, the hamlet of
Farmville. Barbara Johns, a high
school student, had an uncle who was a
scholar, who discussed with her and her
family over the dinner table the ideas
expanded upon by Jefferson and the
Declaration, and suggested that, indeed, all people were created equal.
And this manifests itself through Barbara Johns in action. This teenage girl
looked at the school that she attended,
the Moton High School, and looked
across the county to the all-White new
high school and understood that if all
people were, indeed, created equal, as
her uncle had suggested as was written
by Jefferson, then it was unfair that
court cases like Plessy v. Ferguson
that any law that said that separate
but equal was anything close to a possible theoretical reality must be struck
down.
Now, I have passed by other residents
of the Fifth District of Virginia. Patrick Henry, for example. John Marshall, for example. But back to Henry.
Henry stood before the American Revolution and said: ‘‘I know not what
course others may take; but as for me,
give me liberty or give me death.’’ And
from the back of the room someone
shouted: Treason. And Patrick Henry
responded, ‘‘If this be treason, make
the most of it,’’ acknowledging that to
do something great that he believed in
he might need to die.
Barbara Johns did that very same
thing on April 23, 1951, when she led a
walkout of Moton High School demanding an end to separate but equal segregation in Virginia, thus sparking the
civil rights movement in Virginia that
also can look to its forbearers and see
Booker T. Washington, a civil rights
leader amongst the last generation of
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African-American leaders born into
slavery. His vision began to culminate
when Johns led the student walkout in
Prince Edward County that led to desegregation at the very risk of her life.
Now, I like to liken Johns to Patrick
Henry, both of whom are heroes of
mine, as two people who were willing
to stand up and do what they thought
was right regardless of the fact that it,
quite literally, might cost them their
lives. They might die. But I tell people
when I speak to them, the difference
between Patrick Henry and Barbara
Johns is Patrick Henry was a 37-yearold attorney trained to speak in front
of people, and Barbara Johns was a
teenage girl, and this happened in
America as we worked to become a
more perfect union.
Fast forward to Pittsylvania County,
where Deborah Coles, another hero of
mine, was born one of eight children to
a tobacco sharecropper. Growing up in
a Virginia where racism was far too
evident and common, Deborah Coles
bucked the odds, learned a work ethic
from her mother and father, became
the first in her family to attend college, attending Virginia State University, and later going on into public
education where she was and is an educator and an administrator in the
small town where I went to high school
and where she had undoubtedly
touched the lives of innumerable thousands of students over the decades—
finding ways to say yes, finding means
to encourage thought, finding ways to
stimulate young minds. And she did
this despite the ridiculous challenges
faced by her forbearers, and she did it
here as we worked to become a more
perfect union in America.
Fast forward to the 21st century.
Servicemembers, not unlike their
brethren from Bedford who fell on June
6 at D-day, just a handful of the sacrifice from the Fifth District of VA, 1–
435th of our Nation.
Humayun Khan, a graduate of the
aforementioned University of Virginia,
who, at risk to himself, moved his soldiers away and sought to determine
whether or not a vehicle approaching
the point where he was working was a
threat, and ultimately, in protecting
those with whom he served, gave his
life wearing the uniform of a nation to
which his parents had immigrated.
b 2130
Sergeant Andrew Crabtree, a Special
Forces soldier who served multiple
tours defending America in the global
war on terror and recently passed to
the next life from a cancer deemed to
have been service-related.
And Seaman Dakota Rigsby, the son
of working class folks from Fluvanna
County, Virginia, in the Fifth District,
who tragically perished while wearing
the uniform of this Nation, defending
that which is worth defending, aboard
the USS Fitzgerald.
Then, moving to today, and reason
number 10, although, to be fair, Booker
T. Washington, Patrick Henry, and
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John Marshall could make this 13 if I
counted them separately, and that is
the families of Pastor Hassan and
Abdumawla, Christians from the Republic of Sudan, who, after about 9
months of work on our part and about
18 months of imprisonment on the part
of the two gentlemen I named, have
now moved to Buckingham County,
Virginia, where they have an opportunity to experience a land where they
are free to stand or sit when the anthem is played, where they are free to
worship or not worship as they feel
compelled, and where no dream is too
big.
I would wager that, having lived in a
foreign land and not having been
amongst those 1 in 25 or 26, roughly,
fortunate enough to have been born
here in this imperfect land perpetually
seeking to be a more perfect Union, I
would wager that, when our national
anthem is played, these newest residents of Virginia’s Fifth Congressional
District will choose to stand. I hope,
when you think of the sacrifices made
by millions who came before us, that
you will, too.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

RECOGNIZING THE RESILIENCE OF
FLORIDIANS
AND
FIRST
RESPONDERS AFTER HURRICANE
IRMA
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of January 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) until the hour of 10 p.m.
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to commend the resilience of
my fellow Floridians, to thank our men
and women in uniform, including our
State and local first responders, and to
recognize our State and local leaders
for the tremendous aid and direction
they gave to all of our fellow Floridians during their response to Hurricane
Irma.
We normally think of men and
women in uniform as those who defend
our country abroad, but they also deserve our recognition and thanks for
their service on the homefront as well.
The Florida Army National Guard,
the United States Coast Guard, the
Navy, and many others aided our State
before, during, and after the storm. In
fact, I witnessed National Guard units
from various States working together
with the Florida National Guard to rescue citizens of northeast Florida.
Mr. Speaker, the United States Coast
Guard did an incredible job carrying
out hundreds of rescues, and I commend U.S. Coast Guard Commandant
Zukunft, Captain Wiemers of Port
Jacksonville, and all of their men and
women who risked their lives to save
others during and after the storm.
I also want to recognize all of the
first responders, police, and firefighters
who responded quickly and saved so
many lives. As an example, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, in 1 day, rescued more than 350 of our citizens.

PO 00000

Frm 00030

Fmt 7634

Sfmt 0634

I also want to commend Governor
Rick Scott and our State agencies for
the advanced planning that they did
leading up to Hurricane Irma and the
recovery efforts that are still going on.
In northeast Florida, we experienced,
historic flooding, levels not seen since
1846. That is the year after Florida became a State.
In St. Johns County, small businesses were flooded and homes literally
toppled over into the ocean. Many
more still threaten to fall into the
ocean, undermined by severe beach erosion.
In Nassau County, here, a week after
the storm, areas of the county were
still not accessible due to heavy flooding, and shelters were still open.
But throughout all of this, Mr.
Speaker, I spoke with many local volunteers who had damage to their own
homes but were out helping rescue
other families. I even spoke with a retired coastguardsman who traveled to
Nassau County from Virginia to serve
with the Red Cross.
Mr. Speaker, the Florida delegation
in this House is now unified to ensure
that Floridians receive the Federal
support they need to recover from this
horrible natural disaster, Hurricane
Irma.
I especially want to recognize Senator MARCO RUBIO and Florida Representatives AL LAWSON, NEAL DUNN,
TED YOHO, RON DESANTIS, STEPHANIE
MURPHY, VAL DEMINGS, and DARREN
SOTO for coming to see, firsthand, the
damage to our First Coast community.
I also want to thank the congressional leaders from around the country
for coming to northeast Florida.
Speaker PAUL RYAN, Appropriations
Chairman RODNEY FRELINGHUYSEN, and
Chairman JOHN CARTER all personally
toured our damaged communities,
leaving us with a promise to do all
they can to assist in Florida’s recovery. I thank them for the support, and
I am grateful for their work to quickly
provide emergency aid to help hurting
Floridians.
We are all also heartbroken that,
now, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands are enduring incredibly devastating
damage
from
Hurricane
Maria. We believe it is important that
we share resources with our neighboring islands.
As you know, Mr. Speaker, the Port
of Jacksonville is ground zero for getting shipments of needed goods to
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. In
fact, the American Maritime Partnership and the entire U.S. maritime industry are, in fact, first responders in
times of emergency like Irma and
Maria when they strike Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands.
I am proud of what the American
maritime industry has accomplished.
They have been working tirelessly
around the clock to get goods to those
who are in need. Almost immediately,
there were 10,000 containers delivered;
35,000 pounds of cargo, were delivered
by TOTE and Crowley of Jacksonville.
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And as we know, distribution has been
the challenge.
Our prayers go out to Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands, and we are prepared to stand by them as they face the
daunting task of rebuilding their communities. We will continue to work together with our State, local, and Federal officials to ensure that Florida,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands can recover and build even
stronger than before.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADVISORY BOARD
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to section 703 of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 903),
and the order of the House of January
3, 2017, of the following individual on
the part of the House to the Social Security Advisory Board to fill the existing vacancy thereon:
Ms. Nancy Altman, Bethesda, Maryland.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to:
Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of delayed flight.
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today
on account of family illness.
Ms. KAPTUR (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.
Mr. KIHUEN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and October 3 on account of work in district relating to
tragic shooting in Las Vegas.
Ms. ROSEN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of work
in district relating to tragic shooting
in Las Vegas.
Mr. SOTO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.
f
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HARRIS, on
Friday, September 29, 2017.
H.R. 2519. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of the 100th anniversary
of The American Legion.
H.R. 3823. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to provide
disaster tax relief, and for other purposes.
f

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 39 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
2714. A letter from the Secretary, Department of Agriculture, transmitting a letter
reporting a violation of the Antideficiency
Act by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Forest Service, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b);
Public Law 110-161, Sec. 1517(b); (121 Stat.
2285); to the Committee on Appropriations.
2715. A letter from the Regulations Coordinator, Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Head Start Program (RIN: 0970-AC63)
received September 27, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education and the Workforce.
2716. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting a
report entitled, ‘‘Evaluation of the Graduate
Nurse Education Demonstration Project: Report to Congress’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
1395ww note; Public Law 111-148, Sec. 5509(c);
(124 Stat. 675); to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.
2717. A letter from the Secretary, Department of the Treasury, transmitting a sixmonth periodic report on the national emergency with respect to the situation in or in
relation to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo that was declared in Executive Order
13413 of October 27, 2006, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.
2718. A letter from the Assistant Legal Adviser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting reports concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Public Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Public Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
2719. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2017-0809; Product Identifier 2017-NM-094-AD;
Amendment 39-19030; AD 2017-18-21] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2720. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2017-0560; Product Identifier 2016-NM-172-AD;
Amendment 39-19028; AD 2017-18-19] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2721. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
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tives; Dassault Aviation Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2017-0529; Product Identifier 2016NM-123-AD; Amendment 39-19044; AD 2017-1914] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 28,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2722. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Ameri-King Corporation Emergency
Locator Transmitters [Docket No.: FAA2016-6673; Directorate Identifier 2015-NM-092AD; Amendment 39-18978; AD 2017-16-01] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2723. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2017-0339; Product Identifier 2016-NM-078-AD;
Amendment 39-19042; AD 2017-19-12] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2724. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2016-8177; Product Identifier 2015NM-129-AD; Amendment 39-19041; AD 2017-1911] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 28,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2725. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2017-0533; Product Identifier 2016-NM-156-AD;
Amendment 39-19024; AD 2017-18-15] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2726. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2016-0451; Product Identifier 2013-NM-253-AD;
Amendment 39-19026; AD 2017-18-17] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2727. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Dassault Aviation Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2017-0525; Product Identifier 2016NM-121-AD; Amendment 39-19033; AD 2017-1903] (RIN: 2120-AA64) September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2728. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA2017-0808; Product Identifier 2017-NM-102-AD;
Amendment 39-19027; AD 2017-18-18] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2729. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
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Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce Corporation Turboshaft
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2011-0961; Product
Identifier 2011-NE-22-AD; Amendment 3919023; AD 2017-18-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2730. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 31153;
Amdt. No.: 3764] received September 28, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2731. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 31152;
Amdt. No.: 3763] received September 28, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2732. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 31151;
Amdt. No.: 3762] received September 28, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2733. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Agusta S.p.A. Helicopters [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0308; Product Identifier 2016-SW083-AD; Amendment 39-19022; AD 2017-18-13]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2734. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Falls City, NE [Docket No.: FAA2016-9593; Airspace Docket No.: 16-ACE-12] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2735. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Arkadelphia, AR [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0182; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ASW3] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2736. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; B/E Aerospace Protective Breathing
Equipment Part Number 119003-11 and Part
Number 119003-21 [Docket No.: FAA-2017-0439;
Product Number 2017-CE-010-AD; Amendment 39-19021; AD 2017-18-12] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2737. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Mason, MI [Docket No.: FAA-20170722; Airspace Docket No.: 17-AGL-16] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2738. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness Directives; Textron Aviation Inc. Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2017-0608; Product Identifier 2017-CE-017-AD; Amendment 39-19020; AD
2017-18-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2739. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Oskaloosa, IA [Docket No.: FAA2017-0296; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ACE-7] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2740. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 31150;
Amdt. No.: 3761] received September 28, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
2741. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Pauls Valley, OK [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0184; Airspace Docket No.: 17-AWS5] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2742. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; West Plains, MO [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0165; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ACE1] received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
2743. A letter from the Program Analyst,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards;
Electric-Powered Vehicles: Electrolyte Spillage and Electrical Shock Protection [Docket
No.: NHTSA-2017-0085] (RIN: 2127-AL68) received September 28, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:
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Mr. GOWDY: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 2229. A bill to
amend title 5, United States Code, to provide
permanent authority for judicial review of
certain Merit Systems Protection Board decisions relating to whistleblowers, and for
other purposes (Rept. 115–337, Pt. 1). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.
Ms. CHENEY: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 548. Resolution providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 36) to amend title
18, United States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn children, and for other purposes
(Rept. 115–338). Referred to the House Calendar.
DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on the Judiciary discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 2229
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.
f

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally referred, as follows:
By Mr. GRIJALVA:
H.R. 3894. A bill to protect grizzly bear populations, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in addition
to the Committee on Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
By Ms. DELBENE (for herself and Mr.
BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico):
H.R. 3895. A bill to promote the use of
smart technologies and systems in communities, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on Science, Space,
and Technology, Education and the Workforce, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
PALLONE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. TONKO, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. GENE
GREEN of Texas, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois):
H.R. 3896. A bill to require certain entities
who collect and maintain personal information of individuals to secure such information and to provide notice to such individuals in the case of a breach of security involving such information, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. MAST, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
PANETTA, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. BROWN
of Maryland, Ms. MCSALLY, and Mr.
DUNN):
H.R. 3897. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for the issuance of
the Gold Star Installation Access Card to the
surviving spouse, dependent children, and
other next of kin of a member of the Armed
Forces who dies while serving on certain active or reserve duty, to ensure that a remarried surviving spouse with dependent children of the deceased member remains eligible for installation benefits to which the surviving spouse was previously eligible, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.
By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH, Ms. MOORE, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. HILL, and Mr. VARGAS):
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H.R. 3898. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to place conditions on certain
accounts at United States financial institutions with respect to North Korea, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Financial Services.
By Mr. HOLDING (for himself, Mr.
PITTENGER, and Mr. HUDSON):
H.R. 3899. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to redefine the eastern and middle judicial districts of North Carolina; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. FLORES (for himself and Mr.
HULTGREN):
H.R. 3900. A bill to amend section 510 of the
Social Security Act regarding a youth empowerment program; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
By Mr. DESAULNIER (for himself and
Mr. SMUCKER):
H.R. 3901. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to establish the Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) Challenge Grant Program to promote technological innovation in
our Nation’s cities; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
By Mr. BISHOP of Michigan (for himself and Mr. NEAL):
H.R. 3902. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a credit to small
employers providing an eligible automatic
contribution arrangement under a retirement savings plan; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.
By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Mr.
MEEKS):
H.R. 3903. A bill to amend the Securities
Act of 1933 to expand the ability to use testing the waters and confidential draft registration submissions, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Financial Services.
By Mrs. DINGELL:
H.R. 3904. A bill to direct the Federal
Trade Commission to prescribe rules that require covered entities to secure sensitive
personally identifiable information against a
security breach; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.
By Mr. EMMER (for himself, Mr.
PETERSON, and Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota):
H.R. 3905. A bill to require congressional
approval of any mineral withdrawal or
monument designation involving the National Forest System lands in the State of
Minnesota, to provide for the renewal of certain mineral leases in such lands, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.
By Mr. HECK (for himself, Mr. KATKO,
Mr. KILMER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. MOORE, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. CLEAVER, and Mr.
MCGOVERN):
H.R. 3906. A bill to establish centers of excellence for innovative stormwater control
infrastructure, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology, for a period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself, Mr.
Mr.
DEFAZIO,
Mr.
DESAULNIER,
GARAMENDI, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska,
Ms. DEGETTE, and Mr. GIANFORTE):
H.R. 3907. A bill to require the Director of
the Office of Personnel Management to create a classification that more accurately reflects the vital role of wildland firefighters;
to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

06:32 Oct 03, 2017

H7671

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

Jkt 079060

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:
H.R. 3908. A bill to authorize the Attorney
General to award grants to eligible entities
to prevent or alleviate community violence
by providing education, mentoring, and
counseling services to children, adolescents,
teachers, families, and community leaders
on the principles and practice of nonviolence; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.
By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:
H.R. 3909. A bill to authorize the GandhiKing Scholarly Exchange Initiative focusing
on peace and nonviolence in global conflict
resolution, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.
By Mr. NEAL (for himself and Mr.
BISHOP of Michigan):
H.R. 3910. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to make lifetime income
and managed account options of defined contribution retirement savings plans portable;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.
By Mrs. WAGNER (for herself and Mr.
FOSTER):
H.R. 3911. A bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 with respect to riskbased examinations of Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating Organizations; to
the Committee on Financial Services.
By Mrs. WALORSKI (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New
York):
H.R. 3912. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for Move America bonds and Move America credits; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.
By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Mr.
EVANS, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. LEE, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. ELLISON,
Ms.
WASSERMAN
Mr.
RASKIN,
SCHULTZ, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. MCCOLLUM,
Mr.
GUTIÉRREZ,
and
Mr.
HUFFMAN):
H. Res. 549. A resolution supporting the understanding that climate change is real; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
By Mr. MEEHAN (for himself, Ms.
SPEIER, Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mrs. MIMI
WALTERS of California, Mr. BRENDAN
F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Mr. DONOVAN):
H. Res. 550. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives regarding the need for State legislatures to pass
comprehensive sexual assault kit reforms by
2020; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Ms. MENG (for herself, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. EVANS, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms.
JUDY CHU of California):
H. Res. 551. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of the International Day of
Non-Violence; to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
By Mr. PAYNE:
H. Res. 552. A resolution reaffirming the
United States-Liberia partnership, and calling for free, fair, and peaceful elections in
Liberia in October 2017; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.
f

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT
Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives, the following statements are submitted regarding the specific powers
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granted to Congress in the Constitution to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.
By Mr. GRIJALVA:
H.R. 3894.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution.
By Ms. DELBENE:
H.R. 3895.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3
By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:
H.R. 3896.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mr. BACON:
H.R. 3897.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress to make
rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces, as enumerated in
Article I, Section 8, Clause 14 of the United
States Constitution.
By Mr. BARR:
H.R. 3898.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
(i.e. Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution
of the United States)
By Mr. HOLDING:
H.R. 3899.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article III, Section I, which states ‘‘The judicial Power of the United States, shall be
vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time
to time ordain and establish.’’
By Mr. FLORES:
H.R. 3900.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1, 3—The Congress shall have the power to provide for the
general Welfare of the United States . . . and
to regulate commerce with foreign Nations,
and among the several States, and with the
Indian Tribes.
By Mr. DESAULNIER:
H.R. 3901.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8.
By Mr. BISHOP of Michigan:
H.R. 3902.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
United States Constitution, Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and Amendment XVI.
By Mr. BUDD:
H.R. 3903.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3, providing the
power to ‘‘regulate commerce with foreign
nations, and among the several states.’’
By Mrs. DINGELL:
H.R. 3904.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I section 8
By Mr. EMMER:
H.R. 3905.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 (the Property Clause), which confers on Congress the
power to make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the property belonging to
the United States.
By Mr. HECK:
H.R. 3906.
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Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mr. LAMALFA:
H.R. 3907.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Constitution of the United States
By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:
H.R. 3908.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subsequent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.
By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:
H.R. 3909.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subsequent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.
By Mr. NEAL:
H.R. 3910.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of
the United States Constitution.
By Mrs. WAGNER:
H.R. 3911.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3
By Mrs. WALORSKI:
H.R. 3912.
Congress has the power to enact this legislation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
f
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolutions, as follows:
H.R. 36: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. ROGERS of
Kentucky, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. SIMPSON,
Mr. GARRETT, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. COLE,
Mr. ROSS, Mr. BARTON, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, and Mr. LUCAS.
H.R. 57: Mr. COHEN.
H.R. 103: Mr. KHANNA.
H.R. 184: Mr. ESTES of Kansas.
H.R. 247: Mr. NORMAN.
H.R. 299: Mr. PANETTA.
H.R. 308: Mr. NORMAN.
H.R. 354: Mr. RENACCI.
H.R. 371: Ms. ADAMS.
H.R. 472: Mr. GOSAR.
H.R. 535: Ms. NORTON.
H.R. 544: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia.
H.R. 564: Mr. WENSTRUP.
H.R. 620: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. ROGERS of
Kentucky, and Mr. LAMALFA.
H.R. 644: Mr. ZELDIN.
H.R. 669: Mr. HECK.
H.R. 681: Mr. GUTHRIE.
H.R. 685: Mr. O’HALLERAN and Ms.
HANABUSA.
H.R. 747: Mr. SUOZZI.
H.R. 757: Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 807: Mr. KING of New York, Mr. NADLER, Mr. COMER, and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia.
H.R. 812: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama.
H.R. 820: Ms. TENNEY, Mrs. DEMINGS, and
Mr. BISHOP of Michigan.
H.R. 844: Mr. NORMAN.
H.R. 846: Mr. HOLDING, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. GALLEGO, and Mr.
MCCLINTOCK.
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866: Mr. SUOZZI.
909: Mr. PANETTA.
927: Mr. EVANS and Mr. COHEN.
980: Mr. HIGGINS of New York.
997: Mr. BRAT.
1017: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan.
1038: Mr. COHEN, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr.
BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. RASKIN, and Mr.
KING of New York.
H.R. 1078: Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. SABLAN, and Ms.
BROWNLEY of California.
Mr.
H.R.
1090:
Mr.
BUCSHON,
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. BERGMAN, and Ms.
KAPTUR.
H.R. 1094: Mr. NADLER and Mr. LANGEVIN.
H.R. 1148: Mr. DOGGETT.
H.R. 1164: Mr. HOLDING and Mr. TURNER.
H.R. 1171: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.
H.R. 1225: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.
H.R. 1251: Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 1267: Mr. EMMER, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of
Georgia, and Mr. LOWENTHAL.
H.R. 1276: Ms. BROWNLEY of California and
Mrs. DAVIS of California.
H.R. 1316: Mr. RASKIN.
H.R. 1368: Mrs. DEMINGS and Ms. LOFGREN.
H.R. 1406: Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. SARBANES,
and Mr. THOMPSON of California.
H.R. 1450: Mr. DIAZ-BALART.
H.R. 1456: Mr. COSTA and Mr. VARGAS.
H.R. 1485: Mr. PALAZZO.
H.R. 1498: Mr. ESPAILLAT and Mr. WELCH.
H.R. 1542: Mr. WALBERG.
H.R. 1550: Mr. EMMER.
H.R. 1552: Mrs. BLACKBURN.
H.R. 1587: Mr. LARSEN of Washington and
Mr. EVANS.
H.R. 1612: Mr. SARBANES.
H.R. 1651: Mr. DENT, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr.
GRIFFITH, and Mr. LEWIS of Georgia.
H.R. 1676: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and
Mr. LAMALFA.
H.R. 1681: Mr. COHEN.
and
Mr.
H.R.
1727:
Mr.
DEFAZIO
LOWENTHAL.
H.R. 1738: Ms. LOFGREN.
H.R. 1779: Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH.
H.R. 1824: Mr. KHANNA.
H.R. 1832: Mr. PASCRELL.
H.R. 1861: Mr. RICE of South Carolina.
H.R. 1891: Mr. WESTERMAN.
H.R. 1896: Mr. BURGESS.
H.R. 1953: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania and Mr. GAETZ.
H.R. 1993: Mrs. MURPHY of Florida.
H.R. 2059: Mrs. DEMINGS.
H.R. 2089: Mr. BLUMENAUER.
H.R. 2095: Mr. HASTINGS.
H.R. 2121: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia.
H.R. 2147: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Mr.
CONNOLLY.
H.R. 2148: Mr. LUETKEMEYER.
H.R. 2232: Mr. ROTHFUS.
H.R. 2285: Mr. PETERS.
H.R. 2309: Mr. KILDEE, Mr. KENNEDY, and
Mr. BROWN of Maryland.
H.R. 2321: Mr. LOEBSACK and Ms. BROWNLEY
of California.
H.R. 2379: Ms. LOFGREN.
H.R. 2380: Mr. BLUMENAUER.
H.R. 2401: Mr. COHEN, Ms. BROWNLEY of
California, and Mr. MOULTON.
H.R. 2408: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. KILMER, and
Mr. LOWENTHAL.
H.R. 2418: Mr. HASTINGS.
H.R. 2434: Ms. ADAMS and Mr. PETERS.
H.R. 2451: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Ms.
KAPTUR, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms.
SLAUGHTER, and Mrs. DEMINGS.
H.R. 2465: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.
H.R. 2482: Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California
and Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.
H.R. 2501: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia.
H.R. 2505: Mr. TED LIEU of California and
Mr. NOLAN.
H.R. 2550: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
H.R. 2556: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
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H.R. 2584: Mr. ROYCE of California, Ms.
TSONGAS, Ms. LEE, and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN.
H.R. 2591: Mr. COLLINS of Georgia.
H.R. 2599: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.
H.R. 2603: Mr. BIGGS.
H.R. 2651: Ms. GABBARD, Mr. SERRANO, Mrs.
DEMINGS, and Mr. NADLER.
H.R. 2654: Mr. NORMAN.
H.R. 2670: Ms. LEE, Mr. MOULTON, and Ms.
JACKSON LEE.
H.R. 2705: Mr. ROKITA.
H.R. 2721: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN.
H.R. 2723: Mr. WITTMAN and Mr. COLLINS of
Georgia.
H.R. 2790: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire,
Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. PASCRELL.
H.R. 2797: Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. LEVIN, and
Mr. HIMES.
H.R. 2856: Mr. BARR.
H.R. 2908: Ms. ESTY of Connecticut, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. KIHUEN, and Mrs. DINGELL.
H.R. 2909: Mrs. HARTZLER.
H.R. 2938: Mr. DENT, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. EVANS, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
and Mr. REED.
H.R. 2973: Mrs. DAVIS of California, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. PERLMUTTER,
Mr. BACON, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. POLIS, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, and Mr.
CULBERSON.
H.R. 3030: Mr. SUOZZI.
H.R. 3034: Mr. RENACCI, Mr. KING of Iowa,
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, and Mrs.
RADEWAGEN.
H.R. 3042: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio.
H.R. 3053: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona and Mr.
STIVERS.
H.R. 3139: Mr. ROKITA.
H.R. 3145: Mr. MOULTON.
H.R. 3199: Mr. NOLAN, Ms. BORDALLO, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. TAKANO.
H.R. 3227: Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California
and Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.
H.R. 3273: Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas and Mr. BROWN of Maryland.
H.R. 3274: Mr. GAETZ, Mr. LUETKEMEYER,
and Mr. ISSA.
H.R. 3275: Mr. DEFAZIO.
H.R. 3285: Ms. LOFGREN.
H.R. 3303: Mr. RUSSELL.
H.R. 3304: Mr. STIVERS.
H.R. 3329: Mrs. NOEM, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
CICILLINE, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
Mrs. DEMINGS, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. COOK, and Mrs. LOWEY.
H.R. 3378: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama.
H.R. 3380: Ms. JUDY CHU of California.
H.R. 3394: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York and Mr. BLUMENAUER.
H.R. 3395: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia.
H.R. 3441: Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. COFFMAN, Ms.
JENKINS of Kansas, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana,
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. BISHOP of Michigan, and Mr. BIGGS.
H.R. 3449: Mrs. LOWEY.
H.R. 3459: Mr. LYNCH.
H.R. 3488: Ms. ROSEN.
H.R. 3497: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. DENHAM, and
Ms. SINEMA.
H.R. 3529: Mrs. LOVE.
H.R. 3530: Mr. TIPTON and Mr. POCAN.
H.R. 3548: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan and Mr.
RUSSELL.
H.R. 3605: Ms. ESTY of Connecticut.
H.R. 3652: Mr. THOMPSON of California.
H.R. 3671: Ms. NORTON.
H.R. 3679: Mr. MEEHAN and Mr. LOBIONDO.
H.R. 3692: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 3717: Mr. NORMAN.
H.R. 3745: Mr. BEYER.
H.R. 3758: Mr. HULTGREN.
H.R. 3770: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. LAMBORN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. TURNER, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. ELLISON, Ms.
CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr.
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DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. NORCROSS,
Mr. BUCK, Mr. QUIGLEY, Miss RICE of New
York, Mr. COSTA, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
RUIZ, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. RASKIN,
and Mrs. LAWRENCE.
H.R. 3784: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania,
Ms. NORTON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr.
EVANS.
H.R. 3792: Ms. JUDY CHU of California and
Mr. HIMES.
H.R. 3824: Mr. WEBER of Texas.
H.R. 3832: Mr. RUTHERFORD.
H.R. 3833: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
H.R. 3840: Mr. CURBELO of Florida and Mr.
NOLAN.
H.R. 3852: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Mr. RUSH, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California, Mr. HUFFMAN, and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
H.R. 3857: Mr. LUETKEMEYER and Mr. HILL.
H.R. 3858: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 3859: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 3865: Mr. SWALWELL of California.
H.R. 3866: Mr. ROYCE of California.
H.R. 3876: Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
MENG, and Ms. BARRAGÁN.
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H.R. 3879: Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. SINEMA, and
Mr. COOPER.
H.R. 3887: Ms. GABBARD.
H. J. Res. 48: Mr. LYNCH.
H. Con. Res. 72: Mr. GALLEGO.
H. Con. Res. 81: Mr. CONYERS, Mr. TED LIEU
of California, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. LEE, Mr. RASKIN, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. BASS, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. NOLAN, Ms. LOFGREN,
Mr. COHEN, and Ms. SLAUGHTER.
H. Res. 58: Mr. NADLER and Mr. MCGOVERN.
H. Res. 129: Mr. KING of Iowa.
H. Res. 142: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. HECK, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. MOULTON, and Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania.
H. Res. 257: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. CARSON of Indiana.
H. Res. 274: Mr. BEYER.
H. Res. 283: Ms. MOORE.
H. Res. 318: Ms. LOFGREN.
H. Res. 359: Mr. KENNEDY.
H. Res. 367: Ms. DELAURO, Ms. HANABUSA,
Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr.
ESPAILLAT.
H. Res. 401: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mrs.
DEMINGS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr. CHABOT.
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H. Res. 464: Mr. FARENTHOLD.
H. Res. 517: Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. LEE, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, and Mr. CONNOLLY.
H. Res. 528: Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. GENE
GREEN of Texas, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. NORTON,
and Mr. COFFMAN.
H. Res. 529: Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. PALLONE,
Mr. POLIS, and Mr. PANETTA.
H. Res. 535: Mr. KHANNA.
f

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIMITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIMITED TARIFF BENEFITS
Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:
OFFERED BY MR. GOODLATTE
The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on Judiciary in H.R. 36 do
not contain any congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI.
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